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This series of booklets is intended to give a brief
account of how China’s folk culture and learning about the
names of the 12 symbolic animals associated with a 12-
year cycle used to denote the year of a person’s birth has
come about.

Dealt with in this series of booklets are the origins of
the 12 symbolic animals, the fortune of a person as augured
by the animal-denoted year of birth as well as the traits of
these animals, the folkways, customs, literature and
art, sacrifice offerings to gods or ancestors and the practice
of divination. In addition, readers can find at hand symbolic
animal-relatedterms, proverbs, old sayings, witty remarks,
couplets and riddles, famous epigrams, verses, ditties,
odes and songs, fables, wisdom stories, fairy tales, folk
tales, andjokes full of humor. In particular, the seriesis spiced

with some 12-symbolic-animal-culture-related anecdotes

known to foreign and Chinese readers alike.
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Introductory Remarks on the Hog

Ranking the twelfth in the 12 symbolic animals, the Hog
corresponds to “hai” of the 12 Earthly Branches.

Every part of the Hog is a jewel that plays the role of promoting
the evolution of mankind. The Hog is sometimes jocularly compared
to a person more important than others in society. As an old Chinese
saying goes, “When a Hog enters your door, he has with him
all the good things you long for.” He is the symbol of courage,

honesty, loyalty and prudence, wealth and fortune.
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Hog riddles
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The 12 Symbolic Animals Are Real Fun
( A Nursery Rhyme )

The 12 symbolic animals are real fun,
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The little rat is elected No. 1,

Next comes the big ox followed by the tiger,
The hare’s seen to leap and the dragon to hover.
The horse and sheep are after the crawling snake,
Thin is the monkey, the fat cock in its wake.
Bowwow, bowwow, the dog barks and barks,

Cheering the hog on with his bark.
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