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Note

Confucius was a philosopher and educationalist in ancient China.
The Analects is the most important work that recorded his ideas. It
also contains some sayings of a few other Confucian scholars.

Confucius lived in an era of political chaos; he wished a2 moral and
ordered life, Confucius believed human nature is fundamentally good.
He believed in an ethical heaven and that human nature was endowed
by heaven, The answer to the social problems could be found in hu-
manity itself. The reason for people’s not practicing good was due to
they forgot how to be good. Therefore he decided to dedicate his life
to convince people and restore human nature’s natural excellence. He
believed, once people did that, everything under heaven would return
to benevolence.

There are detailed descriptions of Confucius’ daily life in The Ana-
lects. Through these the readers can see what kind of person Confu-
cius was, how did he handle his daily affairs., As he said, it’s not diffi-
cult to be good, everyone is capable of it.

There are words which have meanings‘different from the expres-
sions in nowadays usage. For example, by “learning” Confucius
meant learning of truth rather than learning of specific knowledge.
“Harmony” referred to being in conformity to heaven’s mandate for

mankind. Some important terms and concepts are listed in the appen-

dix.
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RELRBR, B, RLUR-ANFEGE-TS?

Is it not pleasant to acquire true knowledge and at due times
to apply it to practice? Is it not delightful to have friends with
similar ideals coming from afar? Is he not a man of virtue, who

feels no discomposure though men take no note of him?
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FREE: “AHLLILLTF—A ‘X HEFTRY I
FH. “MRBEHFF, RAGREZE THAFR AR, AT
%%ﬁ% 45-C;°”

Zi Gong asked, “Why was Kong Wen Zi styled ‘cul-

tured’ ?7”



The Master said, “He was quick and fond of learning, and

he was not ashamed to ask those beneath him. That is why he

was called ‘cultured’.”

TEH: “BRHG6; BXHBEELN; FF, B8 HS;
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FFEME, AHGA, RERAEAAFIL, -t s
HERT.”

Zi Xia said, “If a man honors virtuous and forsakes charm;
if, in serving his parents, he can exert all his strength; if, in
serving his duke, he is ready to give his life for him; if, in his in-
tercourse with his friends, he can be faithful in word. Although

men may say that he hasn’t learned, I will certainly say that

he has. ”

MBELE, EHLU%E (B, TUERIR,
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If a few years were added to my life, I would give fifties to
the study of the Book of Changes, and then 1 might be purged

from gross error.

Et+EHEAMETH¥, =+mWar, B+mAX, E+WAEX
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At fifteen, I had my mind bent on learning truth; at thirty,
my words and deeds were appropriate; at forty, I perceived truth
and doubts ceased; at fifty, I understood what heaven had man-
dated for mankind; at sixty, I could comply with the appoint-
ments of heaven; at seventy, I could do as my heart desired, and

never swerved from the path of right.
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You, I teach you what knowledge is. When you know a
thing, hold that you know it; and when you don’t know a thing,

admit that you don’t know it. This is knowledge.
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LF#: “RLeFHIDHF, LEIHRRARETE LR
=, BRERBER, FHETZIE, AEZEALRTHTH, XN
R BT HRORNEAEAE, TLAHADELEHABEL,”

The Master said, “I have talked with Hui for a whole day,
and he hasn’t made any objection to anything I said; as if he were
stupid. But when he is gone, if I examine his conduct when away

from me, I find he can do what I teach him. Hui is not stupid. ”
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To those whose natural endowments are above mediocrity,
the subjects above the common may be spoken of. To those
whose natural endowments are below mediocrity, the subjects a-

bove the common may not be spoken of.

EmARUME, BWAENSE.
CCLIBY ARBE D
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Learning without thinking is vain; thinking without learning

is confused,

INFIBEEHER (D, (FF), ATRAX, WTRAW, WLIBE, 7]
P&, BZHL, ZZER; ZRTEHEAZA.
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My boys, why don’t you study the Book of Poetry? The
Odes serve to stimulate the mind. They may teach you insight.
They may teach you the way of sociability. They may teach you
the art of satire. From them you learn the immediate duty of ser-
ving one’s father, and the future one of serving one’s ruler.
From them you can be acquainted with the names of birds,

beasts, and plants,

BETAG, TLUARL. |
C GBIEY W% BE D
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ERIBLinet, EAHMEKES, HMEAAFRTREEFT.

If a man keeps cherishing his old knowledge, and adding

new knowledge to it, he is fitted to be a teacher,
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I could describe the ceremonies of the Xia dynasty, but for
its descendants Qi people witnesses fail. 1 coumd describe the
ceremonies of the Yin dynasty, but for its descendants Song peo-
ple witnesses fail. This is due to the insufficiency of their records
and wise men. If those were sufficient, I could cite them in sup-

port of my words.
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The Master said, “Shen, one basic idea runs through all my
teaching. ” The philosopher Zeng replied, “Yes,”

The Master left, the other disciples asked, “What do his
words mean?” Zeng said, “The Master’s teaching all hangs on

faithfulness and fellow — feeling. ”

TEZE, PALRFUNEER, FNEZHFFER,
((RB) 2 AKEF R
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A, ARRRIRTFET.

In a hamlet of ten households, there may be one faithful and

sincere as I am, but not so fond of learning.

RMAE, FHEh, GHTREE.
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I explain but don’t create; I trust and love the ancient civili-

zation. I privately compare me to old Peng.

BANR: “BFEIGE?” LFXNE.: “FHEEFE, &~
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FEREAHGEH, FERLFRT. AAXARHGAT,
AATHBAITFFEN,”

The Duke Ai of Lu asked which disciples were fond of learn-
ing.

The Master replied, “There was Yan Hui who loved to
learn. He never transferred his anger on others; he never re-
peated a fault. Unfortunately, he died young. And now there

is not such another. I hear of no one who loves to learn truth as

he did. ”

RWiRZ, ZWARK, BARE, MEFRERR?
CCGLIBY RTR % )
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The silent noting down of knowledge; learning without feel-
ing boredom; and instructing others without being wearied. Are

these difficult to me?
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When the Master went to Wei, Ran You acted as driver of
his carriage. The Master said, “How numerous are the people!”

You said, “Since they are thus numerous, what should be
done for them?” The Master said, “Enrich them. ”

“Once they are enriched, what more shall be done?” The

Master said, “Teach them.”
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I don’t open up the true knowledge to one who makes no ef-
fort to get it, nor inspire anyone who is not anxious to explain
himself. When I have presented one corner of a subject to any-

one, and he can’t turn the whole, I don’t repeat my lesson.
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When I walk with two others, I am sure someone may serve
as my teacher. I will pick out his good qualities and follow them;

and 1 will draw lessons from their bad qualities.



