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This book was written to give the reader the ability to talk confidently to Ameri-
cans or about America to native English speakers, as well as, to give the reader a

clearer understanding about America.

Each chapter has an introduction so the reader knows what the chapter will be a-
bout as well as information about the topics. There are five parts to each topic in the
book. The first part, “Sentences” , consists of simple sentences dealing with the top-
ic and the dialogues. The second part is the dialogues about the topic. Most topics
have two dialogues each. The dialogues were written as regular conversations that you
would probably encounter talking about the topics with a native speaker. The third
part is “Pronunciation Practice” where the reader can practice his/her pronunciation
with words and reduced form phrases from the dialogues. This part was made with
lower level speakers in mind, but certainly upper level students will benefit from this
section as well. In addition, I have put reduced forms in the pronunciation section to
help the reader speak more naturally. Every native speaker speaks in reduced form
and if the reader can speak in this way, his/her speaking will become much more
natural and impressive. The fourth part, “ Natural Words and Phrases” are slang, id-
ioms and proverbs taken from the dialogue and explained. Sometimes the reader will
see “Extra Uses” , which is meant to give either a clearer understanding of the natural
word or phrase so the reader can understand and use it correctly in his/her own

speech or how the word or phrase is used in a different way. The fifth and last part is
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called, “Andy’s Answer” which is a section where [ talk more in detail about the top-
ics covered in the section. My aim is to broaden the readers’ knowledge about the top-
ics to understand its context in American culture better. This section is meant to pro-
vide the resources for the reader so when he/she talks about these subjects with a n-
ative speaker, the reader has enough background knowledge 1o talk intelligently and
accurately about each topic.

Finally, a CD recording has been included with the book so the reader can listen
to native speakers’ accents, intonation and most importantly—feeling! The audio will
help the reader’s pronunciation, accent and listening. After reading and hopefully en-
joying the book, the reader should be able to use the Natural Words and Phrases, im-
prove his/her pronunciation and listening and have enough knowledge to join or start
a conversation with any native speaker the reader encounters.

Special thanks to Hua Kaijia ( Wei Chunmei) for the translation of this book.

Thank you for your interest in this book and I hope you find it useful and enjoyable.

Andy Kline
August 29, 2010
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To understand a language, it is essential to at least know a little about the culture
in which the language is used. This will enable the speakers to understand why and
when certain idioms or slang are used as well as communicate with native speakers bet-
ter. Therefore, the first chapter of this book was written to help the readers under-

stand a little about Americans and American culture.
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Make the most of your life.”
FEORBIGROES.

She’s a little: materialistic, but she’s my girl.
REMBYERYE, BtiERRNLR.

Whatever you want to be is up to you.

RS T 2BBA, XFESRRTFRES,

America seems so divided sometimes.

EEANRKRENRRE.

| started with nothing and now own my own business.
ROFEXR, BREEEIRTBCHAT.
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Dialogue 1

The American dream

EXEF

Chris; What do you want to do after
graduation, Jenny?

Jenny: I want to develop my own tech
system and beat out Microsoft.

Chris: Ha! Good luck!

Jenny: Hey, I grew up poor, earned a
scholarship to Harvard and graduated at
the top of my class. In this country, if
you work hard and are creative, the
sky’s the limit. What do you want to
do?

Chris: Nothing. 1 want 1o travel and
experience real life. 'm clueless about

what I want to do with my life.
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scholarship (7. ) ['skolofip] #2224

graduate (v. ) ['greedjueit] Hil
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FE— LS RSRE R, X
AERE, MRRESH, AN
PR, RRSRR R, BREMR
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R B4, REZKRT, AERE
LA . RENAMELEE T
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clueless (adj. ) ['klulis] B LEW; — LA AH
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\_;{’ Natural Words and Phrases

beat out: to defeat, or overcome, take the place of. FEE“FTML, fEAR, B
''''' BB o

the sky’s the limit; there are no limitations. & B2 K& RFRHI”, SLFR
FEVARARA AR AR, BT PERR TETE" .

clueless (adj. ) : have no idea or information about something. /8 & "Xt
—THH, BRE—RER .

Dialogue 2

Material Girl
BEex
Chris: My girlfriend is such high ma- | RBEH RN LHAERRKAERET .
intenance. ‘

B B o

Jenny: How so?

Chris: She measures success by how | HEH.wREELAMENLL, RER
much stuff you own. She’s sending me : — MAKNBRINSE. ROREB D
to the poor house! wXT!

B REA AIRFE A RBLEX
IR A8 SR, IR AP I 4 T B
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R EA, RAE, HIERXHEME
B IRATIHB AR B

Jenny: Whatever floats your boat. R ARE XK, AR B A E

Jenny : I don’t see how you guys get a-
long. She’s so materialistic and you're !
so down-to-earth.
Chris: Yeah, I know. But that’s how

we get off on each other.
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