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PREFACE

One weekend evening, Yang Wumin, a classmate of mine at college. came to see me with more than 200 photos he had taken in the
last 10 years. These vivid portraits of scientists, artists, workers and soldiers, each with his or her distinctive features, constitute an epit-
ome of the images of contemporary celebrities. [ was very pleased to see the success he had achieved in photographic portraiture.

Yang's photos are life—like not only in appearance, but also in spirit. In a picture showing Professor Fang Qi examining a patient,
Fang's gesture and the expression in his eyes vividly reflect his amiability and kindness. Mrs. Fang said. "Of all the innumerable por-
traits of Fang Q1. this one is the best. The more you look at it, the more you feel it is true to life. ”

Yang's snapshot of Liu Haisu. a great master of Chinese calligraphy and painting. has won very favourable comments from the ar-
tist himself. Professor Liu said. “It's more than a picture, it’s true to life. ” The phrase “true to life” is an apt appraisal of Yang's photog-
raphy.

The vivid portraits taken by Yang remind me of a debate between the ancient Greek philosopher Socrates and the famous painter
Parrhasius about the possibility of depicting people’s frame of mind or mental qualities in fine arts. Socrates eventually convinced
Parrhasius that art can portray not only the beauty of a person’s appearance. but also the beauty of his inner world. In my opinion, the
success of Yang's photographic portraiture lies precisely in skillfully bringing out from different pérspectives the inner world of his sub-
jects.

"Good grandpa——Ye Junjian, a writer for children.” is a snapshot taken at Ye's study. The writer’s little granddaughter was play-
ing in his study when Mrs.Ye asked her to go to bed. At this moment the girl plunged into Ye's arms, kissing him and saying, "Good
night, grandpa.” This picture successfully brings out in bold relief the writer’s profound love for children.

When taking a picture of the woman physicist He Zehui, Yang asked her to stand by a window and. by making use of the sharp
contrast of light, he gave prominence to the firmness shown in her face and thus delineated the woman scientist’s self—confidence and
staunchness.

A portrait is only an “instantaneous reflection” of the subject’s action, expression and circumstance which mirror in his character.
To bring out the inner world of the subject and get a good picture. the photographer must try to grasp a “typical instant”, or the picture
will be just pedestrian. Yang has made painstaking effort at this.

A good example of his success in this respect is a snapshot of Hua Luogeng, China’s famous mathematician. As a long—standing
friend of Hua’s. Yang tried many times to capture the scientist’s hardworking spirit through pictures but failed. On June 1. 1985, during
the interval of a conference on computer science in Beijing, Yang followed Professor Hua to a small garden by the Beijing Science Hall.
When relaxing on a bench in the garden, the scientist suddenly opened his folding fan, and started jotting down his new thoughts about
the number theory on the paper covering. Yang lost no time in pushing his shutter release. This invaluable photo became the last one of
Professor Hua taken in China before he died shortly afterward on a lecture tour of Japan.

Yang majored in Chinese language and literature at college. Since becoming a photographer with the Xinhua News Agency, he has
come to find much in common between news photography and art and literature. He has worked hard to assimilate the art of painting
to sharpen his aesthetic judgment. That’s why he has achieved such a great success in his work.

As a friend of Yang's . I am proud of his achievements and sincerely congratulate him on the publishing of this album.

Nan Zhenzhong

Dec. 1990

(The ahthor is the Editor — in — Chief of Xinhua News Agency)
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Hua Luogeng, a famous mathematician
Jotting down his fleeting thoughts.
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Hua Luogeng, a famous mathematician, with children.
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Huang Jiqing, a geologist.
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Mao Yisheng. a specialist in bridge
engineering, designer of the first major
modern bridge in China—the Qiantang
Jjiang River Bridge.
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Painter Ye Qianyu doing morning exercise in th
Zhongshan Park



AtBRSL—
HAT WH - MEAWM - (LA BE 5 A
WVRIY SBENL o B8 45 S 1 001 A3 0K o 9 (F o
ST T o B B B

ZVWTETEIRALDIEZEFRERT
EXT EHE. \W2ELOUEHBEOBE
Thd, KOBEW,-BETHEREL TVLEAY
DEIRIZ, THo2DEKALLTHEY . 208
NOELEME -85, hR &
Bz, PEEFF AR R S0 A 2 b FEAE,

Ye Qianyu, a painter in his 70s and former
Vice —President of the Chinese Academy

of Chinese Painting.
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Jiang Zhaohe, a well-known painter.



