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Shimon Peres

1t is my privilege to write this prologue to a book, which was written by
Mr. Zhang Heqing, the Chinese cultural attache to Israel between 2001-
2003. Mr. Zhang is a descendant, a representative of the ancient culture
and splendid tradition of China. His personal curiousity and interest to

write this book about Israel, another ancient nation, is much appreciated.

At the heart of the holy land, Israel is a country of immense richness and
diversity, both in its natural setting and in the remains of its past. And
whoever reads this book will sense the identical elements, which bind
both our nations and peoples together. I do hope that it will contribute to
deepening the understanding in every possible field, as well as the close
and special friendship between the peaples of China and Israel. For Israel
the friendship of China and the friendship of every Chinese are extremely
meaningful and appreciated.

1 personally welcome the Chinese people, who wish to capture the
variety and grandeur of Israel's landscapes, the portraits of the people and
scenes of our everyday life, the ones who wish to feel and better
understand, to visit Israel and see by their own eyes, the colour of the
holy land, the holy capital of Jerusalem, the land of the Bible, to identify

with our nation, with our Jewish tradition and with our heritage.
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