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Preface

Guizhou is the only province without typical plains in China. It lies in the joint area of
middle-up reaches of Yangtze River and Pearl River systems, covering an area of 176 128 km’.
It belongs to the East Asia sub-tropical area, with a warm and humid climate. Consequently. its
natural environment and ecological systems are complex and diverse, with extremely rich forest
and wildlife resources.

Over 900 species of vertebrate animals and 6 000 species of vascular plants have been
recorded in Guizhou.

Among these species, 87 species of the animals and 71 species of the plants are of
national importance, mainly due to being native to China or endangered in the world. Because
of mountains (92.5% of the total area in Guizhou are covered by mountains )and human
disturbances, such as long-time deforestation, soil erosion and rock desertification have bheen
very serious in Guizhou. Bared Karst area now accounts for 61.9% of the total area, indicating
that Guizhou’s natural ecosystems are very vulnerable. Over the past several decades, the
restoreration of vegetation and improvement as well as protection of provincial ecological
environment have become critical issues in the process of sustainable development in Guizhou.

Establishing natural reserves is one of efficient measures to improve the natural
environment, protect biodiversity, save rare species, and protect natural forest. It is also one of
important signs of human civilization.

In 1978, Fanjingshan Nature Reserve, the first nature reserve, was established. Over the
past several years, many nature reserves have been set aside, mainly due to the implementation
of national nature conservation programs, such as National Natural Forest Protection, Wildlife
Protection, and Nature Reserve Development.

By the end of 2002 ninety nature reserves have been established in Guizhou by the State
Council, the Guizhou Government, or local governments. Among them, six are the national
nature reserves  three are provincial-level nature reserves six are prefecture level nature reserves,
and seventy-five are county level nature reserves. These reserves covers a total area of 8 058.5
km?, accounting for 4.5% of Guizhou’s land. Among the 90 nature reserves, forty-one are within
the Yangtze River watershed, with a total area of about 5000 km’ forty-seven are within the
Pearl River watershed, with a total area of 2 584 km’ and two are within the both watersheds,
with a total area of 500 km”’. Each reserve has at least one flag species, for example, Grey
Snub-nosed Monkey for Fanjingshan National Nature Reserve,  Francois™ Leaf Monkey for

Mayanghe Nature Reserve, Black-neck Crane for Caohai National Nature Reserve, Reeves’s



Pheasant for Xishui National Nature Reserve, Chinese Dove-tree for Fanjingshan National Nature
Reserve, Flous Taiwania for Leigongshan Nature Reserve, Spinulose Fern for Chishui Nature
Reserve, Cathay Silver Fir for Dashahe Nature Reserve. These reserves represent highly diverse
ecological systems and vegetation communities in the world, such as karst forests,  and
subtropical evergreen broadleaf forests in China.

Nature reserves account for a major portion of natural forests in Guizhou; 80% of the
original forests and wildlife living in these areas are under protection in Guizhou. Most of the
reserves are located in the upper reaches of rivers, therefore they play a critical role in soil
erosion control, especially for Wujiang River, Chishui River, Furong River, Wuyang River,
Qingshui River and Douliu River.

Over the past several decades, nature reserve authorities, under support from all level
governments,  have strengthened natural resource protection and management.  Through these
efforts, vegetations and wildlife have been well protected, and forest fires, tree diseases, illegal
logging, and poaching have basically been under control in the nature reserves. Biological
resources have increased in Guizhou.

This book, Guizhou Forest and Wildlife and Wetland Nature Reserves, is to try to provide
an overview on nature reserves in Guizhou. Without hard working by resource managers and
people who have been supporting the nature reserve, this book would not be possible. I wish it
is helpful to strengthen Guizhou’s forest conservation, and to develop nature reserve management

and eco-tourism, as well as international interaction and cooperation.

Zhang Jinlin
May 2003
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National Nature Reserves

Guizhou Fanjingshan National Nature Reserve

Category. National Level

Approved by. The State Council in 1986

Administrative Agency. Administrative Bureau of Fanjingshan National
Nature Reserve

Address: No.l7 Sanxingxilu Road, Shuangjiang Township, Jiangkou County,

Guizhou Province

Fanjingshan Nature Reserve is located in the joint area of Jiangkou, Yinjiang, and Songtao
Counties, Tongren Prefecture, with the geographic coordinates of 27°49'50"~28°1'30"N and
108°45'55"~108°48'30"E. The reserve covers an area of 41 900 hectares,including the core area
of 25800 ha, the buffer area of 2800 ha and the experimental area of 13300 ha, 1200 hectares
in the experimental area are tourist area. The reserve protects rare vegetation population and
the primeval ecological system of the forest,  represented by Grey Snub-nosed Monkey
( Rhinopithecus roxellanae brelichi Thomas )and Chinese Dove Tree ( Davidia involucrate
Baill ), in the central Asia tropical mountain area in the west China. The forest coverage in
the reserve is 90% . The reserve is rich in the natural resources. There are 44 forest
communities, such as the hemlock forest, the yellow poplar forest, and Chinese dove tree forest.
Chinese dove trees, a native in China, are the first class species under protection in China.
At Fanjingshan, 13 sites of large Chinese Dove Trees are found, covering a total area of 80 ha,
the largest Chinese Dove Tree community in the world. Indeed, Fanjingshan Cold Fir, a relict
species, is only found at Fanjingshan. This species has also high research value in studying
paleobiology and paleoclimate. In Fanjingshan Nature Reserve there are 2 000 species of
plants, including about 900 species of trees and shrubs. Among them, 6 are Class 1 and 25
Class II protected species. There are 1 004 species of animals, including 69 species of
mammals, 191 species of birds, 75 species of reptiles and amphibians, 48 species of fish, and
600 species of insects.  Six species of mammals are Class | protected animals, such as Grey
Snub-nosed Monkey and White-necked King Pheasant ( Syrmaticus ellioti ). Twenty-nine species

of mammals are Class Il protected animals in China, such as Giant Salamander (Andrias



davidianus ), Asiatic Black Bear ( Selenarctos thibetanus ), Chinese Stump-tailed Macaques
( Macaca thibetana ) .

Grey Snub-nosed Monkey, an endangered species in the world, has a population of only
750 at Fanjingshan National Nature Reserve. Among three species of snub—nosed monkeys
China, Grey Snub-nosed Monkey has smallest population and range.

The Fanjingshan Nature Reserve was established in 1978, and became a member of the

International Man and Biosphere (MAB) of UNCESO in October 1986. Since its establishment,

the reserve has cooperated with several national and international institutions to condus
research projects, for example, the China-USA Fanjingshan Environmental Assessment th
Mayanghe Francois’s Leaf Monkey Nature Reserve Survey, and the Yueliangshan Forest
Research. The reserve itself has also undertaken research projects, for instance, the Fiel
Ecology of Grey Snub-nosed Monkey, and the Domestication and Reproduction of the Grey
Snub-nosed Monkey.  Significant achievements have been made by the reserve in natural

resource conservation, reserve management, forest fire control, and tourism.

Pictures, documents, and slides have been developed by the Fanjingshan National Natur

Reserve to introduce the reserve to people from outside. The reserve also has held summer
camps for students to explore the plant and animal world at Fanjingshan. Signs have bee
placed to improve the public’s awareness of biodiversity conservation, wild plant and wildlif

;1['(»!('(‘“011. and forest fire control.

Writed by Administrative Bureau of Fanjingshan National Nature Reserve

Translated by Yang Congming
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