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First-person Narration

S g - ﬁO— e

Everyone is necessarily the hero of his own. lifc story. )
‘ John Barth (1930 — )
An autobiography is only to be trusted when it reveals something disgraceful.
A man who gives a good accountof himself is probably lying, since any life
when viewed from the inside is simply a series of defeats.
_ George Orwell (1903 —1950)
. We have, as human beings, a storytelling problem. we’re -a bit too quick .to
come up with explanations for things we don’t really have an explanaﬁon for.
Malaolm Gladwell (19:3:3 — )

-~ Unit Objectives \ .

At the end of the unit you will
be familiar with the definition and dassification of naration;

2. be able to identify the basic elements of a namative;
3. be able to select and organize details relevant to the theme of the namation; and
4. be able to narrate your past experience by using the first-person narration.




Lead-in

Jask 1 dn fxporience of Selling Something

In this unit we shall learn some narrative skills used to tell a past experience of your own. Let us
assume that you have the experience of selling something. Work in pairs and try to ask each
other the following questions. If you have the experience, these questions will be easy for you. If
not, just imagine yourself as someone who does. Jot down the answers of your partner.

What product did you sell?

Did you sell the product alone or with someone?

How much time did you spend in selling the product?

What was the most impressive moment in this experience? What was impressive about it?
Do you think your selling was a success or not? Why or why not?

What have you learnt from this experience?

LRl

*  Sample Writing

Dreamhouse '
R. Zamora Linmark

I saw Steve Johnson’s house for the first time last week. Florante, Mai-Lan, and Loata were
helping me sell Jewel chocolate-covered almonds ®, the kind that came in a box with a two-dollar
coupon from Pizza Hut wrapped around it. I needed to sell sixty boxes so I could go to Camp
Erdman and participate in the Junior Police Officer’s annual get-together.

After we nearly covered the entire valley and got the same response of sorry-just-bought-one,
I told them I'd try once mote before calling it quits. I walked to the nearest house and knocked.
A fat lady wearing glasses so thick they made her eyes look twenty-times bigger than the actual

1 Selected from Lim, Shirley Geok-lin. 2000. Asian-American Literature. Lincolnwood; NTC Publishing
Group, pp504 —506. The excerpt from Rolling the R’s follows four children selling candy door-to-door as
they confront the gulf between the haves and the have-nots.

R. Zamora Linmark was born in Manila, the Philippines, in 1970. He studied at the University of Hawaii,

to

Manoa, and took creative writing classes with the Detroit-born poet Faye Kicknosway, who influenced his
style. Linmark has worked toward a master’s degree in creative writing, and his first book, Rolling the R’s, a
collection of short stories and poems, appeared in 1995. His work is set in Kalihi, Honolulu, an urban area
with a large Filipino community, both local-born and immigrant. He lives in Honolulu, Hawaii, and has
published his work in a number of important anthologies, including Charlie Chan Is Dead (1993) and Into the
Fire: Asian American Prose (1996).
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