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College Education
Lead-in
Reading Focus — Text A =
The Disadvantages of an Elite Education ~
Integrated Exercises
Reading Focus — Text B
Education Is Supposed to Make You Rich, Not Wealthy =/

Science or Superstition
Lead-in
Reading Focus — Text A =~
UFO: an Undeniably Fading Obsession -2
Integrated Exercises
Reading Focus — Text B
A Few Kind Words for Superstition

Old and Young
Lead-in
Reading Focus — Text A
Old Before Her Time
Integrated Exercises
Reading Focus — Text B
A Return to Roots

Sports and Health
Lead-in
Reading Focus — Text A
Time to Get Moving
Integrated Exercises
Reading Focus — Text B
Get a Killer Bod with Killer Bees

Happiness
Lead-in
Reading Focus — Text A
The Long and Short of It
Integrated Exercises
Reading Focus — Text B
Happiness: A Buyer's Guide
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18/ 1188 Ecology /«s

Lead-in /45

Reading Focus — Text A

The Biology of Global Warming /+¢

Integrated Exercises

Reading Focus — Text B /¢°

Earth Meanders: Resisting Global Ecological Change

18}11%f Technology and Progress
: Lead-in ’
Reading Focus — Text A
Is Anyone Out There Listening? /7~
Integrated Exercises
Reading Focus — Text B
Why E-mail Has Become the New Snail Mail

161{2.§} Humanity and Nature
‘ Lead-in
Reading Focus — Text A
A Long, Melancholy Roar—Are Modern Human Fears
Misplaced?
Integrated Exercises
Reading Focus — Text B
Eye of the Tiger



The primary purpose of education is not to teach you to earn your bread, but to
make every mouthful sweeter.

[Am.] James Angell
HENEHEZEENAETHRSREEE, METEES—ORNEMEH,

[(E] BB - RER
The object of education is to prepare the young to educate themselves throughout
their lives.

[Am.] Robert Maynard Hutchins
BENBRRATHOERANARTFESEN—S£PERHE,

(] F1R%F - BWME - BEHT

A. Look at the picture and discuss with your partner on the following questions.
1. Do you think college education is necessary for your success?
2. If you were given another chance, would you go abroad for a college education?
3. Are you making a difference after entering the university? What is the difference between your life
in university and in high school?
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B. Listening Practice
Listen to the short passage about “Benefit from a College Education”.
Pre-listening Task
How can we benefit from a college education? Exchange your views with your partner on the topic.

Post-listening Task
Answer the following questions.
1. Which is essential to a promotion, experience or a college degree?
2. What is the most important knowledge you learn from a college education?

3. What causes the embarrassment of many adults in business meetings?

4. According to the report published by the Institute for Higher Education Policy, what can graduates
benefit from a college education?

5. How can children benefit from their parents’ higher schooling levels?

Text A

First Reading

Read the text and then answer the questions in the left margin.

T{»

William Deresiewicz

What did the author [N It didn’t dawn on me that there might be a few holes in my education until I
learn when the plumber Wwas about 35. I’d just bought a house, the pipes needed fixing, and the plumber
was standing beside him Wwas standing in my kitchen. There he was, a short, strong guy with a small beard
in the kitchen? and a Red Sox cap and a thick Boston' accent, and I suddenly learned that I
didn’t have the slightest idea what to say to someone like him. So alien was his
experience to me, so unguessable his values, so mysterious his very language, that
I couldn’t succeed in engaging him in a few minutes of small talk before he got
down to work. Fourteen years of higher education and a handful of Ivy League’

degrees, and there I was, stiff and stupid, struck dumb by my own dumbness. “Ivy



What are the advantages
and disadvantages of an

elite education?

Why does the author
say that elite schools
are homogeneous with

respect to class?

Unit1 College Education

retardation,” a friend of mine calls this. I could carry on conversations with people
from other countries, in other languages, but I couldn’t talk to the man who was

standing in my own house.

F3 1t’s not surprising that it took me so long to discover the extent of my miseducation,
because the last thing an elite education will teach you is its own inadequacy. The
advantages of an elite education are indeed undeniable. You learn to think, at least
in certain ways, and you make the contacts needed to launch yourself into a life rich
in all of society’s most cherished rewards. To consider that while some opportunities
are being created, others are being cancelled and that while some abilities are being
developed, others are being crippled is, within this context, not only outrageous, but

unimaginable.?

EJ The first disadvantage of an elite education, as I learned in my kitchen that day, is
that it makes you incapable of talking to people who aren’t like you. Elite schools pride
themselves on their diversity, but that diversity is almost entirely a matter of ethnicity
and race. With respect to class, these schools are largely — indeed increasingly —
homogeneous.* Visit any elite campus in our great nation and you can feel excited
at the sight of the heartwarming spectacle of the children of white businesspeople
and professionals studying and playing alongside the children of black, Asian, and
Latino businesspeople and professionals. At the same time, because these schools tend
to cultivate liberal attitudes, they leave their students in the paradoxical position of
wanting to advocate on behalf of the working class while being unable to hold a simple

conversation with anyone in it.

8 Butitisn’tjust a matter of class. My education taught me to believe that people who
didn’t go to an Ivy League or equivalent school weren’t worth talking to, regardless of
their class. I was given the unmistakable message that such people were beneath me.
We were “the best and the brightest,” as these places love to say, and everyone else

was, well, something else: less good, less bright.

EJ The second disadvantage, implicit in what I’ve been saying, is that an elite
education inculcates a false sense of self-worth. Getting to an elite college, being
at an elite college, and going on from an elite college — all involve numerical
rankings: SAT®, GPA®, GRE’. You learn to think of yourself in terms of those
numbers. They come to signify not only your fate, but your identity; not only
your identity, but your value. It’s been said that what those tests really measure
is your ability to take tests, but even if they measure something real, it is only a
small part of the real. The problem begins when students are encouraged to forget

this truth, when academic excellence becomes excellence in some absolute sense,

3
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What do elite universities
mean when they boast that
they teach students how to
think?

Why do students in elite

schools look similar?

when “better at X” becomes simply “better.”®

[d The third disadvantage is that when elite universities boast that they teach their
students how to think, they mean that they teach them the analytic and rhetorical skills
necessary for success in law or medicine or science or business. But a humanistic
education is supposed to mean something more than that, as universities still dimly
feel. So when students get to college, they hear a couple of speeches telling them to ask
the big questions, and when they graduate, they hear a couple more speeches telling
them to ask the big questions. And in between, they spend four years taking courses
that train them to ask the little questions — specialized courses, taught by specialized
professors, aimed at specialized students. Although the notion of breadth is implicit in
the very idea of a liberal arts education, the admission process increasingly selects for
kids who have already begun to think of themselves in specialized terms — the junior

journalist, the budding astronomer, the language prodigy.

I’ve been struck, during my time at Yale, also by how similar everyone looks.
The most elite schools have become places of a narrow and suffocating normalcy.
Everyone feels pressure to maintain the kind of appearance — and affect — that go
with achievement.” One consequence is that those who can’t get with the program
(and they tend to be students from poorer backgrounds) often polarize in the
opposite direction, flying off into extremes of disaffection and self-destruction.
But another consequence has to do with the large majority who can get with the

program.

E3 | taught a class several years ago on the literature of friendship. One day we were
discussing Virginia Woolf’s ® novel The Waves, which follows a group of friends from
childhood to middle age. In high school, one of them falls in love with another boy.
He thinks, “To whom can I expose the urgency of my own passion? .."" There is
nobody — here among these grey arches, and moaning pigeons, and cheerful games
and tradition and emulation, all so skillfully organized to prevent feeling alone.” A
pretty good description of an elite college campus, including the part about never being
allowed to feel alone. What does it mean to go to school at a place where you’re never
alone? Well, one of them said, I do feel uncomfortable sitting in my room by myself.
Even when I have to write a paper, I do it at a friend’s. That same day, as it happened,
another student gave a presentation on Emerson’s'? essay on friendship. Emerson says,
he reported, that one of the purposes of friendship is to equip you for solitude.”* As
I was asking my students what they thought that meant, one of them interrupted to
say, wait a second, why do you need solitude in the first place? What can you do by

yourself that you can’t do with a friend?



Unit1 College Education

How would the students [l So there they were: one young person who had lost the capacity for solitude and

usually

other?

contact

each another who couldn’t see the point of it. Now that students are in constant electronic

contact, they never have trouble finding each other.'* But it’s not as if their sociability
is enabling them to develop deep friendships. “To whom can I expose the urgency of
my own passion?”’: my student was in her friend’s room writing a paper, not having a
heart-to-heart. She probably didn’t have the time; indeed, other students told me they

found their peers too busy for intimacy.

U The kid who’s loading up on AP courses' junior year or editing three campus
publications while double-majoring,'® the kid whom everyone wants at their college
or law school but no one wants in their classroom, the kid who doesn’t have a minute
to breathe, let alone think, will soon be running a corporation or an institution or a
government. She will have many achievements but little experience, great success but

no vision. The disadvantage of an elite education is that it’s given us the elite we have,

and the elite we’re going to have.

(1,360 words)

New Words and Expressions
( FRE*RIAEERIRT; FREARIAARRRIL, HRABRIALC, )

elite /er'li:t/ a.

dawn on
plumber /plamba/ n.

Aalien /erlron/ a.

small talk

*stiff /stif/ a.

retardation /ri:ta:'dexfan/ n.
carry on

inadequacy /m'adikwast/ .
undeniable /'and1'narabl/ a.
launch into

*cripple /'kripl/ v.
outrageous /avt'rerd3as/ a.
diversity /dar'va:siti/ n.
ethnicity /e0'nisiti/ n.

with respect to

homogenous /ha'mpd3nas/ a.

a group or class of persons or a member of such a group or class, enjoying
superior intellectual, social, or economic status #5352, ZASH A¥)

to begin to be perceived or understood ##H 1

one that installs and repairs pipes and plumbing 518 T.

belonging to, characteristic of, or constituting another and very different place,
society, or person; strange S &1, FC )

casual or trivial conversation iR

difficult to bend; rigid fEAE 1

a delay or hindrance %EiR

to conduct; maintain JFJ&; 4EfF

the quality or condition of being inadequate N &, AN5E£

difficult or impossible to deny; irrefutable A~ 1] 1A Y

enter boldly or freely into (a course of action) FF i M3, & & F

to disable, damage, or impair the functioning of i IR ak 1l 55------ AIThRE
being beyond all reason; extravagant or immoderate H &A% %1 /31

state of being varied; variety A8 {b 5 Z L1

ethnic character, background, or affiliation #{i% %1 /3

concerning sth. X F, £F

of the same or similar nature or kind [/ fi%) =l FHALL A4 Fh 28 a5 1 i



