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This book concerns research on jade accessories tfrom &,
comprises three parts: Analysis of the Sites; Jades and Introd
In addition to the standard interest this material may hol
compilation brings together valuable information for rese
texts, religion, ethnology, art and the history of technology.
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Foreword

In the decades since the discovery of the Xinglongwa culture in the early 1980s,
extensive surveys and excavations have been carried out at the Xinglongwa and
Xinglonggou sites by the Institute of Archaeology of the Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences. The results have been highly rewarding. The Xinglongwa culture is a
mid-Neolithic culture and the earliest known Neolithic culture in Northeast China.
The Xinglongwa site in Chifeng City, Aohan Banner, Inner Mongolia Autonomous
Region, 1s by far the most important and representative site of this culture, yielding
one of the best preserved Neolithic settlements with the most distinct layout ever
found in China — a milestone in the archaeological studies of Chinese Neolithic

settlements.

Of the finds uncovered from the Xinglongwa and Xinglonggou sites, jade
artifacts are the most noteworthy. I believe that there are three main reasons for this.
Firstly, those jades of Xinglongwa culture uncovered from the Xinglongwa site are
the earliest true jade known to have been found in China. Secondly, jades played
a unique and significant role in ancient Chinese culture. Thirdly, of the two most
well known jade-yielding Neolithic cultures — Hongshan and Liangzhu — the former
developed from the Xinglongwa and Zhaobaogou cultures, which suggests that
Xinglongwa culture was the source of Hongshan culture; and the most representative
of Xinglongwa jades are those uncovered from the Xinglongwa and Xinglonggou

sites.

In view of this, the Institute of Archaeology of the Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences has been working in collaboration with Centre for Chinese Archaeology and
Art of Institute of Chinese Studies of The Chinese University of Hong Kong to take
pictures of the Xinglongwa jades uncovered from the Xinglongwa and Xinglonggou
sites from different perspectives and contexts, and to compile important papers on
these jades written mainly by scholars of these two institutes into the present book
as a tribute to academia. This will certainly promote to a great extent the study of
ancient Chinese jades and foster a deeper understanding of the Xinglongwa jades

among the public.



Over the past years, the two institutes have actively staged a number of joint
projects in Hong Kong, successfully promoting ancient Chinese history and heritage.
These joint ventures, which include archaeological excavation, publication of the
voluminous Yin and Zhou Bronze Inscriptions and a programme on archaeological
studies for adult education, have greatly promoted interaction and friendship between
academics of Hong Kong and Mainland China. The compilation and publication of the
present book is yet another joint endeavour. We would like to express our gratitude to
Professor Jenny F. So and Professor Fong-ching Chen, Director and former Director
of the Institute of Chinese Studies of The Chinese University of Hong Kong, for their

important contributions to our joint investigations over the years.

Mr. Yang Hu, editor of this book, was among the foremost discoverers of the
Xinglongwa site. He was head of the excavation project, chief excavator of the site
and namer of the Xinglongwa culture. Over the past 20 years he had devoted himself
to excavation, investigation and preservation of the site, sorting out data and writing
archaeological reports with amazing indefatigability and staunchness. His departure
from this world before the publication of this book has grieved all his old friends and
colleagues. I sincerely wish to dedicate this book to Mr. Yang, in fond memory of

him and his contribution.

Liu Qingzhu
Director, The Institute of Archaeology,

Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
May 15, 2004
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Foreword

Among the flood of new information on ancient China uncovered with controlled
archaeological excavations in China since the mid-twentieth century, the astounding
achievements of its Neolithic jade carvers represent one of its most unexpected
rewards. This was brought to the fore by excavations since the 1980s, conducted by
the Institute of Archaeology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, at the
Neolithic site of Xinglongwa, near Chifeng, Inner Mongolia. Archaeologists uncovered
a large habitation site dating back nearly eight millennia, yielding some of China’s
earliest known jade (nephrite) artifacts, thus providing an important starting point for

the investigation into the beginnings of the use of jade (nephrite) in East Asia.

In 1998, the Centre for Chinese Archaeology and Art at the Institute of Chinese
Studies, the Chinese University of Hong Kong, organized an international conference
on “Archaic Jades in East Asia.” Yang Hu, chief archaeologist of the Xinglongwa
site, reported on its excavation and discoveries. The interest sparked by this report
led to collaborative research between Yang Hu and Liu Guoxiang of the Institute of
Archaeology, and Tang Chung of this Institute. This publication 1s the result of their

academic cooperation.

To properly understand the beginnings and development of ancient China’s
jades, we must see them 1n the context of greater ancient East Asian archaeology and
apply a multi-disciplinary and intercultural approach. American, Japanese, Chinese,
and Hong Kong scholars of international standing contributed the seven essays in this
volume. They explore, from differing perspectives, the significance of the jades from
Xinglongwa — their symbolic meaning, artistic value, and mineralogical and technical

characteristics — within the archaeological context of Xinglongwa and its inhabitants.



This publication is made possible through the staunch support of Liu Qingzhu
and Wang Wei and Bai Yunxiang, Director and Deputy Directors of the Institute of
Archaeology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, and the dedicated hard work of
chief archaeologists Yang Hu and Liu Guoxiang. Regrettably, Mr. Yang Hu passed
away before the book can be completed. In memory of him, this volume is now
dedicated.

7

Jenny F. So
Director, Institute of Chinese Studies

The Chinese University of Hong Kong
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Foreword

Chinese jade and the early cultures of north-eastern China

The present study documents remarkable discoveries made over the last twenty years
or more in what is today north-eastern China, in the present-day Autonomous Region
of Inner Mongolia. Discoveries of finely crafted jades, especially slit rings and tools,
have pushed back the achievements of jade working to at least 8,000 years ago. The
fine translucent stones we know today as nephrite, or jade, were carefully chosen and
skilfully worked by the peoples of what 1s now designated as the Xinglongwa culture.
These jades herald the beginnings of a long tradition that distinguishes East Asia from
many other parts of the world, most especially from the cultures of territories at the
other end of the Eurasian landmass, Western Asia and Europe. There gold came to
rule supreme at the top of a hierarchy of materials; 1in East Asia, starting from another

base, jade was to become pre-eminent in the Chinese-speaking world.

Jade symbolises today many of the most renowned aspects of Chinese culture.
[t 1s as much a metaphor for excellence, as it 1s the material that was used for
ceremonial sceptres and elegant decorative palace works. It 1s prized not only for
1ts translucent white, pale and dark green stones, but for its soft tactile qualities and
the purity associated with the finest examples. It has been used for large sculptures
and fragile jewellery. But its origins within Chinese culture have hitherto been little

understood.

Over the last three or four decades, large numbers of jades have been excavated
from sites linked with the Neolithic cultures that go by the names of Hongshan and
Liangzhu and that date to 5,000 or 6,000 years ago. The Hongshan peoples inhabited
parts of Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region and Liaoning Province. The Liangzhu
culture was established in the south-east, in Jiangsu and Zhejiang Provinces. But the
discovery of these remarkable finds simply raised a further issue: what were their
antecedents? When did the peoples who inhabited the area of present-day China first
start to carve jade? The finds from Xinglongwa and Xinglonggou have started to

answer these questions.



Remarkable sites have been discovered and carefully excavated. The present
volume brings some of the most important finds together, making available for the
first time bi-lingual accounts of the excavations and detailed photographs, not only
of the jades that are the centre of the discussion, but also of pottery and other finds.
This 1s an invaluable resource for all those interested in ancient China. But it is much
more. The volume makes it possible to review the extraordinary nature of the culture

that has been revealed.

The preoccupation with jade is itself rare. And as important is the relative
certainty with which the peoples of the time could identify and deploy nephrite.
Working a stone as hard as nephrite i1s, furthermore, a considerable feat, and suggests
that the peoples had developed skilled crafts with a considerable division of labour.
While this in itself indicates a highly developed hierarchical society, the actual
artefacts 1n jade themselves give us additional evidence. Slit rings preponderate. These
come in a variety of forms, but all are characterised by a cut or slit in the circle of
jade, and all seem to have been ornaments, presumably for ears. If a society invests
so much labour 1n one particular decorative artefact, this artefact must have had a
significance within that society, contributing to its social and ideological structures.
What these structures were we cannot now say, but we can assess one aspect of these
from the discovery of the rings near the ears of tomb occupants. It seems likely that
the symbolic functions of the rings were deemed to continue after death. Thus the
burial of jades tells us that the peoples of the time had highly developed ideas about
burial rituals and perhaps life after death. Ornaments at the ears enhance the face and
indeed attract attention to the whole head. In death also, and in an afterlife, the jades

may have been thought to have served the same purposes.

Another remarkable feature of the rings is their wide distribution across north
and eastern Asia. Such rings are unusual artefacts, and this type is not one that we
can assume was separately discovered in a number of different areas. For although ear
ornaments are common to many societies across the world, slit rings of stone have not
been the independent choice of peoples in Africa or Europe, nor even in jade-using

areas. such as New Zealand.

The very earliest examples seem on present evidence to be those described in
this volume from the sites in the extreme north-east. From this point, they seem to
have been copied in areas as far dispersed as eastern Siberia, the Bohai bay and

Shandong, south-east China, in Jiangsu and Zhejiang, and sites along the Yangtze
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and as far north and east as Korea, and Japan. This distribution defines an enormous
sphere of interaction. The spread of the rings took many centuries, even millennia.
But their use in these far flung areas indicates, above all, a sharing of the interest
in nephrite, or stones similar to nephrite, as ornaments of status and ideological
import. The spread of the use of jade, especially nephrite and of a particular object
type, the slit ring, brings with it some paradoxes also. There must have been many
shared characteristics. For example, all regions using stones as hard and tough to
work as nephrite must have developed and indeed shared certain technologies. They
must also have discovered sources of nephrite. As these are unlikely to have been
numerous or very extensive, there are likely to have been significant trading networks.
However, the trading of nephrite and the sharing of one artefact type do not imply
that all the different groups of people shared similar social structures, nor is it likely
that they attached similar, let alone 1dentical, meanings to the use of jade or to the
use of slit rings. The 1deas associated with artefacts are transmitted by other means.
They are likely to have been articulated in words and enacted in social relations and
even ceremonies. None of these can we reconstruct. But we can be very sure that
the peoples of the several regions that adopted jade use and slit rings would have
developed their own local claims about the value of these materials and would have

enacted these values in diverse social and ceremonial settings.

What, therefore, this report offers us is a route into a whole range of questions
about the development of the societies of East Asia. The questions concern the
discovery both of the material and of techniques for working it. They also embrace
issues such as the deployment of jade in social and i1deological structures. And
they involve us in considering the reasons for the geographical spread of jade and
especially of slit rings, and the implications of such a spread. Although we cannot
establish today the ideas and beliefs that united or separated the different people who
used slit rings, these valuable materials, none the less, offer us important evidence of

complex societies about which these questions should be raised.

W

Jessica Rawson
Warden, Merton College,

Oxford University



