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An Introduction

The Deshangtang family gained its fame for collecting rare and magnificant Chinese porcelain. The
hall named as ‘Deshangtang’, means Hall of Virtous Benevolence, the family members are spread all
around the globe. The hall is named after this international family with members who have provided
some of the most important items of Chinese ceramics to have been sold at auction in the past twenty-

seven years.

With regard to the collections of the Deshangtang family, I would like to cite from Mrs.Rose Mary
Scott, and Mr.Julian Thompson remarks as a proper motif of this article, they are two authorities on
chinaware from two of the wolrd’s largest auction houses, Christie’s and Sotheby.

Mrs. Rose Mary Scott appraised in The Deshangtang Family Collections: A Selection from Twenty-
five Years at Auction. Over the past 27 years, the Deshangtang collection has assigned Christie’s and
Sotheby to auction numerous and gorgeous treasures. All the collectors are aware that for a piece to be
chosen for the cover of the auction album by the Christie’s and Sotheby, it must be an elaborate and
rare master piece. The collection of the Deshangtang family collection has appeared a total of 16 times
on the cover of the Christie’s and Sotheby’s auction catalogue, which clearly shows its enormous
value. Needless to say that among private collectors in Asia, the Deshangtang family collection is
widely recognized, with a number of their collections having been acquired by world renowned

museums and private collectors.

Mr.Julian Thompson wrote in Porcelain Masterpieces from the Deshangtang Collection: The auction
in Hong Kong has been at the centre of the world market in Chinese art since the 1970’s and over
a long period porcelains from the Deshantang collection have ranked among the very finest to have
appeared there. At Sotheby’s four outstanding pieces from the collection are particularly noteworthy;
all were selected as ‘cover lots’................ Offerings from the Deshantang collection have greatly
enriched the Hong Kong auction for more than twenty years and the pieces described here now play

new roles as star pieces in the great collections formed by the new generation of collectors.

The above remarks are from world famous authorities in their field, however, in China inviting Mr
Dongsheng Geng, a senior specialist in Chinese ceramics from the National Museum of China to be
the Editor in Chief is no small task. Mr. Dongsheng Geng is prudent and precise in his studies, and
has authored many works on Chinese ceramics. As Dongsheng was my colleague he kindly agreed to
work with me on this project, and I believe it is indeed an honour not only for myself, but also to the

collections of the Deshangtang family, that he is willing to be the Editor-in-Chief of this book.

This book has selected 20 pieces from the collections of the Deshangtang family, and in doing so it my

express wish that they be enjoyed by all.

I am personal friends with many members of the Deshangtang family, and it is a privilege for me to
be invited as the writer of this preface, however, as I have included within this preface many remarks,
comments and insights from chinaware authorities from both China and abroad, I consider the term

‘introduction’ to be more fitting.

Suhao Yi
23/April/08
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