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Brief History and Development

Xiamen University was founded on April 6, 1921 by
Mr. Tan Kah Kee, a patriotic overseas Chinese. It is the
only key university in a special economic zone. Backed by
the mountain and facing the sea, Xiamen University, with
its evergreen picturesque scenery, is located at the south-
eastern edge of Xiamen island, known as the Garden on
the Sea.

It has been seventy years since Xiamen University
was founded. It was at first a private school and became a
national one in 1937. When the War of Resistance against
Japan broke out, it moved to Changting, a county in the
west of Fujian. It returned to Xiamen in 1946. After the
founding of New China in 1949, Xiamen University, un-
der the leadership of the Party and the people’s govern-
ment, turned over a new leaf in its history. During the
college and department adjustment in 1952, Xiamen Uni-
versity was defined as a university comprehensive in char-
acter. In 1962 it was ranked as a key university of the
country. Through long and painstaking efforts, it has es-
tablished a number of departments and disciplines with ad-
vanced level and distinctive features.

Xiamen University, known as “the best in the
south”, has a great number of well-known scholars and
has brought up numerous people with special abilities. Now
it has a faculty of 1,977 with 728 professors and associate
professors. Among them, there are 7 members of the Chi-
nese Academy of Sciences and of Academic Degree Ap-
praisal Committee under the State Council, 38 tutors guid-
ing doctoral candidates. Besides a large group of famed ex-
perts and professors, there are a large number of promising
young teachers in the university. The university has en-
gaged some first-class scholars of the world, such as Yuan
Tseh Lee and C. N. Yang, to be honorary professors.

With almost all branches of learning, Xiamen Uni-
versity is an ideal place to train all kinds of specialists.
Since our country adopted the reform and open-door poli-
cy, the university has taken initiative in catering to the
needs of open-door policy and national reconstruction, es-
pecially the building of the special economic zone, optimiz-
ing the structure of courses, improving the old specialities,
establishing new ones, and developing rising, intersecting
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and borderline disciplines. It has successively set up spe-
cialitities that train people to deal with international busi-
ness such as International Finance, International Trade,
International Accounting, International Economic Cooper-
ation, International Economic Law and International Jour-
nalism, specialities in the fields of technology and engi-
neering such as Computer Science, System Science, Con-
trol Theory, Materials Chemistry, Scientific Instrumenta-
tion Engineering, Electronic Engineering, Architecture
and Petroleum Processing, and rising specialities such as
Taxation, Advertising and Radio & TV Broadcasting.
Now the university has developed a desirable and advanced
system of learning consisting of natural science, engineer-
ing, humanities, social science and managerial science. It
has 51 disciplines attached to 25 departments and 2 post-
doctor mobile research stations and can confer diplomas of
master in 57 disciplines and doctorates in 18 disciplines.
The university has also set up the Graduate School, the
College of Economics, the College of Politics and Law, the
College of Art Education, the College of Engineering Sci-
ences, the Overseas Correspondence College, the Interna-
tional Education Center and the Adult Education Depart-
ment, and thus perfected its system of higher education,
which can give courses to full-time students, part-time and
correspondence students and night-college students, and
provide academic programs for professional training stu-
dents, undergraduates, graduates seeking a master degree
or a doctorate, graduates with a doctorate and foreign stu-
dents.

It has been 70 years since the founding of Xiamen U-
niversity . More than 43,000 graduates and postgraduates
have been educated. Quite a few of them have become
specialists and scholars well-known at home and abroad.
The university now has about 10,000 students on campus,
including over 6,900 undergraduates, 845 graduates and
over 100 foreign students. It also has about 4,000 corre-
spondence students in 57 countries and areas all over the
world. In accordance with social development, economic
construction and advance of science and technology, the u-
niversity attaches great importance to all round develop-
ment and basic courses in training qualified personnel and



puts emphasis on strengthening applied science and culti-
vating students’ ability. Therefore, in educational reform
the university focuses on renewing teaching contents and
improving courses, exercises the credit system and the sys-
tem of compulsory and elective courses and strengthens key
basic courses such as foreign languages and computer scien-
ce. The university, its alumni and friendly personages
have founded various scholarships such as “the Best of the
South Scholarship”, “Tan Kah Kee Scholarship”, “Ben-
dong Scholarship” and “Yanan Scholarship”, in order to
award the advanced, spur competition and upgrade gener-
al quality of education. Since 1986, the university has
tried the three-term system, strengthened practical teach-
ing links and opened up hundreds of different selective
courses. It also encourages students to take courses from
other departments and specialities, thus widening the hori-
zon for the students, raising their practical ability and pro-
viding them with stronger competitiveness and better
adaptability.

The university puts special stress on the training of its
teachers. Along with the building of departments and disci-
plines, it promotes excellent young and middle-aged teach-
ers in a planned way. A new generation of academic lead-
ers under the age of 45 has emerged from among the pre-
sent professors and associate professors.

Xiamen University is both an educational center and a
scientific research center. To cater to the needs of building
the four modernizations, the development of science and
technology and the special economic zone, it has set up 34
scientific research institutes such as the Physical Chemistry
Institute, the Institute of Economics, the Institute of
Southeast Asia, the Institute of Taiwan Studies , the In-
stitute of Higher Education, the Cell Biology Research Sec-
tion, etc. The university takes care to combine the scien-
tific research with the building of disciplines, raising the
level of disciplines. The university now has a number of
national key disciplines such as Physical Chemistry, Ac-
counting, Finance, Planning and Statistics, Higher Edu-
cation, Zoology and History of Special Topics (History of
Ancient Chinese Economy). During the seventh national
five-year plan, the State Planning Commission and the
State Education Commission authorized the university to
build the State Key Laboratory for Physical Chemistry of
the Solid Surface. It has now been built and is open to
business. The Cancer Cell Engineering Lab of the universi-
ty is also ranked a key special laboratory on national level.

In scientific research, the university actively carries
out the policy of serving the building of socialist modern-
ization and has made prominent achievements. Since
1980, its science departments have got 183 awards for
their achievements in scientific research, including 8 Na-
tional Natural Science Awards and 4 National Scientific
Invention Awards and Scientific Progress Awards, pub-

lished 2,290 theses in academic publications at home and
abroad and 88 monographs in recent years, more than 110
theses and books have won scientific achievement awards
from ministries and commissions of the State Council and
the provincial administration. The liberal arts depart-
ments, including research institutes and sections, have, in
the last five years, published 279 monographs and transla-
tions and over 3,600 theses. In 1987, 11 textbooks won
the Best Textbook Awards from the State Education Com-
mission. The university also directs its scientific researches
to serving Xiamen Special Economic Zone and has given a
lot of valuable advice on important theoretical problems
and policy problems concerning the building of the special
economic zone such as strategy for the development of Xia-
men Special Economic Zone, the free port plan, and
studies of interntional law, international trade and interna-
tional finance. The science and engineering departments
have also made great contributions to the special economic
zone by introducing advanced technology and upgrading
industrial technology.

In the past few years, Xiamen University has pro-
moted international academic exchange and established
school-to-school cooperation with more than 20 universities
and colleges in Canada, the United States, England,
France, Australia, Japan, Belgium, Holland and the
Philippines. By the end of 1990, the university had sent
over 600 teachers and graduates to take advanced study in
more than 20 countries. It has cooperated with Canada in
running Business Management Education Center, invited
over 800 foreign experts and scholars to give lectures in
the school and engaged famous scientists in the world to be
honorary professors. It has sponsored or jointly sponsored
a number of international academic meetings.

Xiamen University enjoys beautiful scenery and fa-
vorable conditions for teaching and study. Its campus cov-
ers an area of 1,500 mu (100 hectares) with a floor space
of 450,000 square meters. The newly-built library, with
a floor space of 18,000 square meters, has a rich collec-
tion of more than 1,730,000 volumes. The university has
built an advanced testing center, a computer center, an
audio-video teaching center and a group of advanced labo-
ratories. Xiamen University will bring its own favorable
conditions into full play, work hard to turn itself into an
open-type institution comprehensive in character with a
higher academic level and distinctive features, gear itself
to modernizations, the world and the future, and make
greater contributions to the building of socialist moderniza-
tion and human civilization.
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The leaders of the university having a meeting.



BRAIN N IRREB T ERRBRER T

Mr. Tan Kah Kee, the founder of the university. inspecting a building site of the school.
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1932FEIEBPIRERE The campus of Xiamen University in 1932.
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Comrade Deng Xiaoping and Comrade Wang Zhen inspecting the school.
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Comrade Li Ruihuan inspecting the school.
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Comrade Wang Hanbin, Vice Chairman of the Standing Committee of

the National People’s Congress, inspecting the school.
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Comrade Lu Jiaxi, Vice Chairman of the National People's

Political Consultative Conference, inspecting the school.
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Comrade Song Jian, State Councillor and Minister of State

Scientific and Technological Commission, meeting experts and

professors in the school.




BRHERTHORSERERRIEB TIE
Comrade He Dongchang, Vice Minister of State Education

Commission, checking the work of the school.

ERPSE AR SOTSREPIARHB « DRI
Comrade Zhu Kaixuan, Vice Minister of State Education

Commission, checking the teaching and scientific research

of the school.
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