745 Sustainable
St Development

e SNERF TR
FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHING AND RESEARCH PRESS



DI/ E

Shridath Ramphal (£ AB) %
Xt A E



HBLE S 01 - 2004 — 3097

(© 2004 Marshall Cavendish Corporation

Published previously as part of The Environment Encyclopedia
(© 2001 Marshall Cavendish Corporation, 99 White Plains Road,
Tarrytown, New York 10591

This edition is produced under license by Foreign Language
Teaching and Research Press 2004

P B ga H (CIp) £

Al RpLE 8 /(£ AR ) 225/ (Ramphal, S. )3 ; & A, —Jb
AU SMEEE SRS R, 2004. 12
ISBN 7 - 5600 — 4630 — 4

[.dq- 0.0 @8 . %E—XEEY—K.N
IV. H319.4: X

o R A B R TE CIP B8 B7 (2004) 565 131045 5

H M A: ZEAX

BERE: k&4

® gt BIRF

HRR & 1T SMEHCF SR AR

#t it Jb R =340 19 5 (100089)
it . http: //www. fltrp. com

Rl JbsH FEDRI T

A 889x1194 1/64

o1

200543 A% 1ML 2005 4 3 A 1 KEDK
£ ISBN 7 - 5600 — 4630 — 4

- 5.50 JT

fun AT B R L 2 LT O Rk [ RS R AL 9 TR DA R
BB AR s 50 26 A SR b

ML PR Ip 2 s 254 HLIE : (010)88817519



S =]

FIESTS], B TERBANT IR, 85MIF
FAIRES, AN TirE e, hEE—
PR R NE, XE YN BRIEFEN
Y, ¥R CFELISMNOT L MBS R, SADE
I — B MR B AL, SO, AR A
iRl T—k, X8 N KFIRR S R
BRI HBEEEBEMRY: EEENE YD &
N7 ARESARTERBHEE, X5RIT2
RO R BRI AR, F X HER B ANE
FIF %4 BB HEEAE, BEEECHINE, s
Ak EATR BNER, 7 “E4E" AF
HORMZEANAS R, RIREERKFE RS
XE “UNE”,

(5 8f %)

%{dﬁ@,

GHrtlEF R REY SR
HE "ERAHFELINRE KEE




Introduction

How much population growth and
economic development can planet
Earth support without collapsing
under the strain? Some
environmentalists respond to the
threat of environmental disaster by
promoting the concept of
sustainable development, a balance
between the efficient use of
resources and pursuit of economic
growth that minimizes damage to
the environment. The viability of
sustainable development depends
upon ongoing technological
progress and the moral commitment
to equitable distribution of limited
resources among the rich and the
poor.
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Sustainable Development
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The concept of sustainable
development encapsulates the idea of

economic development with due care
for the environment. It has received
wide currency following the World
Commission on Environment and
Development, the Brundtland
Commission, so called after the former
Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland



of Norway, who then chaired it. In
1987, the commission recommended
sustainable development as the way to
achieve global environmental security.
The term itself had been used before the
Brundtland Commission endorsed it,
notably in the “World Conservation

- Strategy,” jointly prepared by the World

¥ Conservation Union (IUCN), the United
" Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) and the World Wide Fund for
Nature (WWF) in 1980. The ‘“Strategy”
was put forward to help achieve
sustainable development through
conservation, which it defined as ‘“‘the
management of human use of the
biosphere so that it may yield the
greatest sustainable benefit to present
generations while maintaining its



potential to meet the needs and
aspirations of future generations.”
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The Brundtland Commission, which
presented a detailed case for sustainable

development in its report, “Our Common
Future,” was similarly guided by
considerations of intergenerational
equity. It described sustainable
development as “development that meets
the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs.”
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Several individuals and organizations

have offered alternative definitions of
sustainable development from the
perspective of their disciplines or
interest, generally with a view to being
more specific. The World Conservation
Union and its two partner organizations,
in “Caring for the Earth,” their 1991
successor to the ““Strategy,” provided this
definition: “improving the quality of



human life while living within the
carrying capacity of supporting
ecosystems.” While the task of making the
definition more precise has attracted
interest, the concept itself has been widely
endorsed by the United Nations and
international agencies like the World
Bank, as well as by governments. The
Group of Seven leading industrial

countries, for instance, in the economic
statement issued at their July 1989
summit, said: ‘“In order to achieve
sustainable development, we shall ensure
the compatibility of economic growth
and development with the protection of
the environment.” Sustainable
development has begun to displace the
unqualified maximization of economic
growth as the professed aim of economic
policy.
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