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Dunhunag, in western Gansu Province, was an important
town on the Silk Road in ancient times. The oasis town of
-Dunhuang lay at a crucial junction of the Silk Road, that ancient

" braid of caravan trails stretching for more than 7,000 kilometers
| .frbn_l China to the Mediterranean which served as a highway
¥ n_dt ,jus‘t for merchandise, but also for ideas—religious, cultural
" and artistic. By the 4" century A.D., the Silk Road had brought

Dunhuang both commercial prosperity and a growing Buddhist community. Some 25

kilometers to its southeast, at the edge of the Mingsha Mountain, léy a riverbed bordered by
a long cliff. It was here, in the year 366 A.D., that a local monk set about carving out a cave
for solitary meditation. Over the next thousand years, hundreds of similar caves were cut into
the same rock face, becoming not merely bare monastic cells but richly endowed and adorned
shrines. The site began to decline in the 12™ century and slipped into virtual obscurity until
the early years of the 20™ century. Some 492 decorated caves remain
to this day.

Mogao Grottoes, also known as Thousand- Buddha Grottoes, are
located on the cliff of Mlngsha Mountain 25 kilometers southeast of
.Dunh.uang. The construction began in 336 A.D. with additions from
the Sui and Tang Dynasties down to the Yuan Dyndsty. The invaluable
murals and sculptures in the grottoes were created between the 4" and

the 14 century. There are altogether 492 caves, 2,200 sculptures and

45, 000 square meters of murals in the Mogao Grottoes. The Mogao
Grottoes or Caves of One Thousand Buddhas are one of the three famous grotto sites in
China. The other two are Yungang Grottoes in Datong and Longmen Grottoes in Luoyang.
Comparatively speaking, in the Chmese grotto art, the Mogao Grottoes are the largest in
scale, richest in content, highest in artistic value, longest in the size of their gallery, and most
widespread in reputation. They are a world famous art treasury.
The Mogao Grottoes aré an art treasury of pamtmgs sculptures and constructlons The
:largest cave is 40meters h}gh, and the smallest statuette is only 10 centimeters hlgh. The
exaggerated colors are used to"exp'ress the inner characters and different manners of the
- 'statues. It’s really amazing to see such artistic and 1mag1nat1ve statues The murals in the
caves are very colorful, reflecting the various aspects of the socxal llfe Jn an01ent times, such
'_"as hunting, farming, singing : and dancing, weddmg and funeral cemnmmes, etc. In addition
to the Main Hall of Foguang’ Iemple in Wuta1 Mountam qf 23 mvmce the eaves of the
-caves built during the Tang a_nd Song Dynastxes are the oldest woaden structures in China.




A cave of scriptures was discovered in 1899 in the Mogao
Grottoes. In it, people found about 60, 000 hand written scriptures
documents and paintings from the 4™ to the 14™ centuries. The
Dunhuang Art Research Institute was established in 1943 to restore,
preserve and study these valuable cultural relics. It was changed
into the Dunhuang Research Institute of Cultural Relics after
liberation. The Dunhuang Mogao Grottoes are the pride of the
Chinese people and also the fruit of the cultural exchanges between

China and the other countries.
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B treasury ['trezori]

be located at/in/on
the Silk Road
the Mingsha Mountain

set about doing sth.
in addition to sth.
cultural relics

slip into

(1) The Mogao Grottoes, also known as the Thousand-Buddha Grottoes, are located
on the cliff of Mmgsha Mountain 25 kilometers southeast of Dunhuang. The construction
began in 336 A D with additions from the Sui and Tarrg Dynastles down to the Yuan
Dynasty. : ~ ‘
=39 EEE AR T-BhiR, ﬁ:}:ﬁﬁé &i%%%m%’ \E"@@LUE%J:, +
TICEF Y, . EETIHABE.

nuGg) Moéaé Grottoes are the largest in scale, richest in content, highest in artistic
value, longest in the size of their gallery, and most widespread in its reputation. i

[iél'cl ﬁﬁﬁ#ﬂﬁﬁk W’§%$’§ Z?ﬁfﬁfﬁﬁﬁ R %& 7 At i
Bk,

(3) world famous art treasury.

L] HRELNEREE.
(4) In addition to the Main Hall of Foguang Temple in Wutai Mountam of Shanxi

Province, the eaves of the caves bullt during the Tang and Song Dynastles are the oldest
wooden structures in China. : 3
(%] Emme)UEE. REk, :%IS%MEEE%M@%#EE&I‘ FE A B

HERIARLEMR L,
(5) hand written scriptures, doguments.

[Ex] 584, X#.

(6) the Dunhuang Art Research Institute.

(%3] BB ZABRA.

(7) the Dunhuang Research Institute of Cultural Relics.
(%3] BB i aern.




Task ,

I . Reading aloud the following sentence patterns until you can recite them.
(1) I’'m taking a holiday off. Can you suggest anything to pass the time?
[E3X) REERT, WEARIMERIBLERILG?
(2) Can you tell me which is the quickest/a cheaper way of getting to Singapore?
(%3] fRAEE FREFT I BREY / B AR ?
(3) Why not take a pleasure trip to some famous cities?
[E3C) AR SR ARBR T VER SRR iRUEVE ? :
(4) It costs only about two thousand dollars, including round-trip fare, lodge and board in
the best hotels, and special guide to show you around. .
(3] KER20006AA, BIEREE, £k LFEIERTE, SR FIFE
G
(5) This way, please, sir. This is the Front Desk. The Reception Counter is over there.
2] SAExnE. XETENS, SE0EMRL.
(6) We’d like to check in/out, please.
[EX) HOVEHEERRID/ BEFLE.
(7) Do you have a reservation with us?
(%3] REFRATX BRE R 77
(8) Where can I wash my hands?
(%3] DARZERE?
(9) Here are the registration forms. Please fill in them and sign on the right hand corner at
the bottom, sir. N
C[FE) xRAERRILER., HERARRFERNATAEAR.
(10) That’s very kind of you, sir. But I’m afraid we don’t accept tips.
GiEc)] BHaiR, sed. HRZMBIOTAB/R.
1. Put the following into Chinese.
(1) the Silk Road
(2) Mediterranean
(3) Thousand-Buddha Grottoes
(4) the Sui and Tang Dynasties
(5) an art treasury
(6) wedding and funeral ceremonies
(7) wooden structures
(8) hand written scriptures
(9) valuable cultural relics
(10) cultural exchange between China and the other countries




MI. Complete the following dialogue (A group of tourists are visiting Dunhuang Mogao
Grottoes. T=Tourist G=Guide).
G: Now in front of us are the world famous Mogao Grottoes.
? (BREKRY? )
G: There are altogether 493 caves, 2,200 sculptures and 45, 000 square meters of mural in
the Mogao Grottoes. '
T: It’s said Mogao Grottoes are one of the three famous sites of grottoes in China, how about
the others?

T: How magnificent!

G: (BANFAN R KRR Z XA BFRE HRETTAE)

Comparatively speaking, in Chinese grotto art, Mogao Grottoes are the FEXK) in
scale, ______ (BkFE) in content, (F:) in artistic value, (B ) in its gallery,
and most " (f5#%) in its reputation. They are a world famous art treasury.

T: Look, the characters in the murals are so-happy. Someone is hunting, someone is farming,
someone is singing and dancing.

GLEHIENEAJ7HE)

G: The murals in the caves are very colorful. They reflect

in the ancient times.
T: I found some caves had been severely damaged. Have there been any measures taken to

solve the problem? ‘

G: To reduce the bad effects to a minimum, the Dunhuang Research Institute has . (R
BT &R R B ST T PR RIHIBE , AniX Sl ELAE RER MRk T LR &I T B RAIS
A% ' ‘

T: I hope it will be effective to preserve the cultural relics.
IV. Translate the following into Chinese.

The Longmen Grottoes, known at home and abroad, are located 12 km south of Luoyang
City where Xiangshan (Mount Fragrance or East Hill) and Longmenshan (Mount Longmen or
West Hill) stand facing each other. The Yi River washes its wave northward through the forge.
Taken from a c.listant view, it seems to be a natural gate; therefore, historically it was named Yique
(gate of Yi River). During the Warring States Period, Baiqi, a famous general of Qin State once
defeated the allied forces of the Han and Wei States here. Later in the Sui Dynasty, the capital
was established in Luoyang and the palace gate was just facing Yique, hence the name “Longmen”
(the emperor’s south gate). The famous Longmen Grottoes densely dot the one kilometer long
hillside alorig the Yi River. Together with the Mogao Grottoes (Dunhuang City, Gansu Province)
and the Yungang Grottoes (Datong City, Shanxi Province), the Longmen Grottoes are known as
one of the three great sculpture treasure houses of China. In 1961, the State Council promulgated
it as a key cultural relic unit for special protection.




V. Read the following dialogues carefully and try to learn them by heart.

> 0P QOPQP>PErE P

At the Travel Agency

. I’m taking a holiday off. Can you suggest anything to pass the time?

Why not take a pleasure trip to some famous cities?

: That good. But I hate going through all the procedures.

You don’t have to. Just contact a travel agency, they will do all the necessary things for you.

: Good idea.
: ( To agency clerk ) I want to know which is the quickest way of getting to Singapore.
: By air, sir.

: Does it cost much?

Only a bit more than the first-class ship fare.

: Can you tell me a cheaper way to Singapore?

: Go by ship, then. But it takes quite a few days.
: But going by air costs too much.

Cs

It’s not much, actually. Think of the time you save. And you don’t have to tip the

stewards like you go by ship.

A: Any excursion tickets?
C: Well, some of the airlines have tourist class, and there’s a more economic way. You can

join in the group tour we organize.

A: How much is it?

C:

About two thousand dollars, including round-trip fare, lodge and board in the best hotels,

and special guide to show you around.

A: Do you see about all the necessary things to go on tour?

C.

Yes. We’ll arrange everything. You can count on us. If you have further questions, please

call again anytime.
A: Thank you, Good day.

Some useful expressions
single ticket BEn entry permit
return ticket ¥EEE round trip

baggage check AEE travel agency
passport travel expenses
transit visa u i traveling bag

Travel by Air.

A: Tam going to Tokyo next week.

B: By ship or by airplane?




> W W W E>WEEWE

: By ship.
: Why don’t you take an air-liner?
: But an air trip is far more unsafe than a sea journey. I’m afraid.

On the contrary. It’s quite safe nowadays.

: How long does it take to go to Tokyo by air?

About eight hours.

: Have you ever had a ride in an airplane?

: Yes. I returned from Tokyo by an airline three month ago.

: Do you suffer from air-sickness?

: Yes, somewhat, especially when the plane drops into an air pocket.

cItis somethmg like the sensation we have when we go down fast in the elevator, isn’t it?
: Somethmg like that. I should say.

: I wonder how the world looks like from-the airplane.

: The view from the airplane is really wonderful.

: The air services have recently made a great improvement.

: Yes, we shall soon be able to have a ride in the airplane as easily as a taxi.
: 1 feel very interesting in traveling by air. I would like to have a try.

Some useful expressions
passenger plane HL landing b, B
jet airline RN airport ki
supersonic plane AT E AL control tower KL
airplane KHL . runway P s

airliner TEHARLHE safety belt R
voyage(flight) HLHE baggage compartment fTZERG
flight AT tourist class - F A
altitude KiTEE pilot KHLEL R
non-stop flight AEXHL cockpit B Rs

> W W Wy

At the Custom House

: May I see your customs form?

Yes, I have only a few small gifts—the total value is under $100

: Please open the brown bag. What’s in this little container?

Oh, that’s medication for my sinus condition.

: May I see the gifts you mentioned?

Yes, here they are, under here.

: Do you have a receipt for this pearl necklace?




B: Yes, I do. Wait a minute... yes, here-it is.
A: Allright. You may go now.
B: Could you tell me where I can exchange my money?

A: Yes, go right through those doors and you’ll see the exchange windows straight ahead.

Some useful expressions

duty/tariff XB to detect a fraud EHEE
contraband iz to collect the duty fE%H,
smuggled goods . R R to pay the duty KRB,

confiscation WAy to pass free of duty A ELE T
duty-free B customs inspection ey RN
a fraudulent declaration g < appraiser’s office

Text B [Pars, Francz

i sk iy s

Pre-reading Task
Answer the following questions with your own expressiohg.

(1) What do you know about Paris?

(2) Can you name some great buildings and architects in Pa.ns? What/"

————
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A short time later our plane began to slow and bank. Lovely,
green England came into view, but we soon left England behind. After
watching the English Channel slip by, France appeared, the land carved
into squares of green and brown.

Paris, lovely, green ramantic Paris, a city of contrasts—I fell in
love with her as so many others have before me. Magnificent modern
buildings were everywhere, but in between them stood tiny ancient shops and apartments. As
long as I live, I will remember my first night in Paris when I stood on Montamarte, the highest




