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WHERE LOFTY ASPIRATION LEADS

Professor Kong Xianming And His Paintings

November 8 this year will mark the 100th anniversary of South China Agricultural
University. To celebrate the occasion, Mr. Kong Xianming, senior professor of SCAU,
famous painter now living in America, dedicated a collection of his paintings to
SCAU to express his warm attachment to the Alma mater. Of the 18 paintings in the
collection, some were past works carefully polished and modified, others recent fruits
of creativity, all centering on the theme of wishing a historic and dynamic SCAU a
harmonious and sustainable development.

Professor Kong Xianming was born in Panyu, Guangzhou City in 1931. He began
painting at 6, and later was admitted to Guangzhou Art Academy and learned under
Professor Gao Jianfu, renowned master of Lingnan School of Painting. He studied
afterwards at the Department of Fine Arts, South China People’s Institute of Literature
and Arts and the Department of Painting, Central and South China Academy of Fine
Arts, and became a figure known in the painters’ circle. In 1956, he started a new
branch of career development—teaching. He taught first at the Traditional Chinese
Painting Department, Central and South China Academy of Fine Arts, and later at the
Landscaping Major of the College of Forestry, South China Agricultural University.
In over ten years of teaching in SCAU, Professor Kong cultivated many landscaping
and art talents. In 1993, he settled in California, America. Though away from home
across the ocean, Professor Kong is still deeply attached to his home country and to its
development. Putting into practice the artistic ideas of his teacher Professor Gao Jianfu,
he devotes himself to the promotion of Chinese paintings to the outside world by
accepting students, introducing painting techniques and spreading the Chinese culture,
making contribution to the cultural communications between China and the Western
world.

Professor Kong’s paintings are panoramic, vigorous and lofty. On the basis of the
painting techniques of Lingnan School of Painting which integrate the Western
and Chinese skills and encourage innovations on a realistic style, he combines the
“water bumping, color bumping” technique commonly used in Chinese painting for
vividness with modern artistic conceptions expressed in complex colors and enriched
originality. He coordinates the lines, blocks, planes and colors to reach the multi-
layered harmony of gradations, nuances, volumes and spatial effects, infusing the
excellence of traditional chinese landscape paintings with contemporary artistic
values. His paintings, therefore, achieving the perfect coherence between tradition and
modernity, national identities and world elements, exhibit deep perception and power
while creating lingering rhythms. Prof. Kong’s works are collected by Beijing Military
Museum, the Palace Museum, and hung in the Great Hall of the People. He is referred
to by media in Canada and the United States as “Another master arises in the Lingnan
School of Painting”. His long scroll works Picture of the Yellow Mountains, Forest

under the Sea, Li Jiang River are regarded as “national top class” and “world-class”
masterpieces.

“Ecological landscape painter” is another commendation Professor Kong has received,
as he is among the earliest painters who were aware of the importance of ecology. As
early as in the mid-1980s, out of his acute artistic perspective, he realized that ecology
would be a huge challenge that mankind faces and he started to commit himself to
maintaining ecological balance and promoting harmonious coexistence of human and
nature. The long-scroll Forest under the Sea he painted at that time was an outward
sign of his ecological view and awareness, while another painting Shoreline Charms
marked his transformation from a traditional Chinese painter reposing feelings in
mountains and rivers to a philosophical artist concerned with global eco-environment.
It is not difficult to notice that it is the sensitivity to the evolving surroundings his
paintings express that distinguishes him from others.

Accomplished and renowned as he is, Professor Kong never ceases his pursuit. His
art life thrives in every decade since the opening and reform program: in the 1980s,
he traveled through places of interest to seek on-the-spot inspiration; in the 90s, both
his artistic understandings and techniques achieved breakthroughs; after retirement
till reaching a senior age, he has plunged himself in the sea of art with a heart young,
poetic and eager, absorbing nourishment from tradition and modernity, integrating
essence from Eastern and Western thoughts, emerging to depict macro ecology and
to hail green civilization. Time may lack mercy, bringing to the mediocre wrinkled
skin and dull eyes, but it is merciful, bestowing upon this open and wise painter ever-
growing charm.

Professor Kong will have one wish to fulfill when he returns to his homeland in
November, 2009, that is, to celebrate in person the centennial anniversary of South
China Agricultural University, Alma mater he has never forgotten. He moved his
brush across the canvas, creating and polishing, preparing his gift to the university.
His genuine heart and true attchment to SCAU are touching, and will remain to be
appreciated by future generations.

May the tree of art in Professor Kong’s heart ever green, May the lyrics of South China "

Agricultural University last unfaded.

Chen Xiaoyang,
President of SCAU
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President Chen Xiaoyang accepted the paintings on behalf of the university (Kong: left)
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Professor. Kong Xianming presented his paintings to the university (Kong: third right)
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A BRIEF CHRONOLOGY

1931
1937
1949
1953

1956
1956-1958

1956

1957

1957

1958

1959

1959

1959

1960

1961

1960-1962

1963

1966

1977
1978

Born in Panyu, Guangdong Province, China

Learned to paint

Studied in Guangzhou Art Academy and became an apprentice of Prof. Gao Jianfu,
renowned master of Lingnan School of Painting

Graduated from Department of Fine Arts, South China People’s Institute of Literature
and Arts

Studied in Department of Painting, Central and South China Academy of Fine Arts
Taught in Department of Traditional Chinese Painting, Central and South China
Academy of Fine Arts

Painting Lamb Newly Bought for the Commune won the first prize at the Youth Art
Exhibition of Hubei Province, displayed at the National Youth Art Exhibition
Painting On the Way Home won award at an art exhibition held in Hubei Province;
became member of the Chinese Artists” Association, Wuhan Branch

Painting On Zhanggong Dyke displayed at the National Art Exhibition celebrating
the 30th Anniversary of the Founding of the People’s Liberation Army, collected in
1959 by the Military Museum (painting in collaboration with Guan Shanyue and Li
Xiongcai)

Large mural The Bumper Harvest of Industry in the hall of the Economic
Achievements Exhibition of Hunan Province

Painting Limestone Tower awarded Excellent Artwork at the Ten Years Cultural
Achievements of Hunan Province since the founding of the Republic, one of the
representative works of Hunan Province, published in the special edition of the
national journal Fine Arts in Dec, 1959

Painting Negotiation collected after display by Hunan History Museum

Paintings Tan Sitong Delivering a Lecture ...etc. collected by Hunan History Museum;

Kong awarded First-grade Model Worker and invited to attend the Conference of
Outstanding Workers

A Picture of Ladies (porcelain painting) rated as Refined Artwork, collected by the
Palace Museum after exhibition at Beijing Arts and Crafts Exposition

Glazed porcelain (white) The Snowscape won the first-class Award of Creation and
Originality.

Taught traditional Chinese painting to foreign learners, compliled textbook Skills and
Techniques of Chinese Landscape Painting, received Foreign Training Award
Painting Zhexi Hydropower Station hung in the Great Hall of the People in Beijing.
Designed porcelain paintings for exhibitions abroad

Painting Star-strewn Night recommended for foreign exchange purposes

Painting Bright Night at Suburbs selected and displayed at the Exhibition of Excellent
Works of 28 Years since the founding of PRC, Guangdong Province

1979
1980
1981

1981

1982

1983

1983

1983

1983

1984

1984

1985

1985
1985

1985

Painting Spring received favorable review in Singapore

Painting With the Wind selected to Beijing for exhibition abroad

The Design Sketch for the Development of Fotou Island,Hong Kong (The general
design sketch of all installations and 70 villas with different gardening styles) won
an international contest, on the basis of which a development project was carried out
with the approval of HK governor, investment over HKD 3 billion

Kong Xianming Painting Exhibition held in the International Gallery, Toronto,
Canada. The North America Daily commented “His paintings are noted for their
power”

Began teaching at Landscaping Major, South China Agricultural University; Vice
Chairman of the board of directors of the Lingnan Landscaping Development Center.
Painting The Ancient Kopak Trees of Guangzhou became the theme picture at the
Guangzhou City Flower Exhibition

Accomplished the 24-meter painting scroll Picture of the Yellow Mountains after a
second visit to the Yellow Mountains, received general applause from peers in the
Chinese Artists’ Association, Guangdong branch as “made a major breakthrough™;
Guangdong Television Station organized a feature program on the painting; over 20
newspapers and periodicals home and abroad reported with favorable review
Awarded Merit Prize in the Landscaping Contest sponsored by the Garden Hotel in
Guangzhou; elected member of the Guangdong Landscaping Society

Elected Director of the Calligraphy and Painting Society, South China Agricultural
University

Painting Spring over Mulberry Field hung in the UN Regional Sericulture Training
Center for Asia and Pacific

Painting Blessings from the Heavenly Peak presented to UN officials in the name of
SCAU

Kong Xianming Art Exhibition co-hosted by South China Agricultural University and
the Chinese Artists’ Association, Guangdong branch,received congratulations and
commendations in different languages from over 20 countries and good review from
major media channels

Painting Cranes and Pines presented to UN officials in the name of SCAU

Second Kong Xianming Art Exhibition held in Toronto, Canada, received
congratulations from heads and officials at different levels of the Canadian
Government; review articles titled him “Another master arises in the Lingnan School
of Painting”; exhibition reported widely at home and abroad

Ink and wash landscape painting presented to Australian National University at the
signing ceremony of the friendly ties between South China Agricultural University and

Australian National University



1986

1986

1986

1987
1987

1987

1987

1988

1988

1988

1989

1990

1991

1991

1991

1991

1992

1992

17-meter-long scroll painting Forest under the Sea: Mangrove in Dongzhai Harbor,
Guangdong on display; Chairman of World WildLife Fund Prince Philip complimented
and adored the painting and autographed on the painting, followed by many foreign
dignitaries.

Published review article on his former teacher, Master of Lingnan School of
Painting—Gao Jianfu’s Revolutionary Activities and Innovations of Traditional
Chinese Painting.

Fifteen Chinese landscape paintings presented to ten British universities as gifts from
Guangdong Higher Education Delegation during the visit to Britain

Painting Chorus of Pines and Spring exhibited in Japan

Painting Shared Roots and Moon displayed at Teacher’s Day Calligraphy and Painting
Exhibition held in Beijing

Painting Sail displayed at the Calligraphy and Painting Exhibition held for the Sixth
China National Sports Games

Kong Xianming Painting Exhibition held in USA.

Three traditional Chinese paintings presented to UN officials

Invited to give lectures and hold painting exhibitions in the United States for three
months

Painting Sails in Palm Tree Harbor displayed at the Chinese Contemporary Artists’
Calligraphy and Painting Exhibition held in the USA

Traditional Chinese painting Landscape displayed at the Sixth International Art
Exposition in America

Traditional Chinese paintings Homesickness and Landscape entered the Seventh
International Art Exposition in America

Painting Spring Green in Southern China awarded first prize at the National Traditional
Chinese Painting, Sanyuan Cup held for the seventh conference of the National
Federation of Literatary and Enterprise Circles, Nantong City

Kong's name was entered in the Who's Who Contemporary Chinese Artists
Encyclopedia as well as many other Who’s Who dictionaries; executive director of the
National Federation of Literatary and Enterprise Circles

Painting Warmth displayed at the first National Contemporary Chinese Landscape
Exhibition, and collected in the Anthology of Contemporary Chinese Landscapes
Compiled Garden Drawing Techniques and Chinese Landscape Techniques on the basis
of years of experiences

Participated in the calligraphy and painting exhibition hosted by Guangdong Research
Institute of Literature and History in Hong Kong

Works displayed at 92° Guangzhou Painting and Calligraphy Exhibition held at Hong
Kong, and published in the Selected Collection of Guangzhou Painters and
Calligraphers.

1992

1993

1993

1993

1993-2005

1996

1997

1999

2002

1993-2005

2005

2005

2006

2006

2007

2008

2009

Paintings Morning Breeze and Landscape displayed at the Eighth International Art
Exposition

Many of his works collected in Britain and the US; by Governor of Hawaii, University
of Hawaii, University of California, Berkeley

Elected Deputy Director of Guangzhou Association of Landscape Paintings

Biography became an entry in the Who’s Who World Contemporary Painters and
Calligraphers; paintings included in the Works of World Contemporary Painters and
Calligraphers; Kong awarded the Certificate of World Artists

Emigrated to the United States; continued to paint and participate in international
artists’ exposition every year

Participated in exhibitions in US, Mexico and Japan, and in the International Artists’
Exposition

Held solo exhibition in Oakland, USA

Held exhibitions in the Bay Area and Oakland, California,the USA

Invited to the Sino-US Artists Exposition in Milpitas, US, awarded Outstanding Artist
and reviewed as “World is richer with your contribution”

Shoreline Charms, the 38 meter scroll painting, completed in the US after eleven years
of time and energy

Returned to Guangdong at the invitation of Panyu Radio and Television Administration,
accepted exclusive TV interview; programs featuring his life, painting achievemnts,
homeland activities broadcast on TV

Kong Xianming Art Works Exhibition co-hosted by Panyu District Government and its
CPPCC office, where his latest works painted in America, including Shoreline Charms,
were on display in Panyu Museum

Painting The Shared Roots and Moon collected by History Museum of Overseas
Chinese, awarded Honorary Certificate by the Committee for Liaison with Overseas
Chinese

Interviewed by a Mandarin speaking radio station in Los Angeles, US, to talk about art
life and achievements; 1 hour interview aired on prime time of Mid-autumn Festival
Granted Certificate of Recognition by US California State Assembly, referring to him
as “True master who integrates Chinese traditional techniques with modern arts

New painting technique “short and tough strokes in bright colors” embodied in
painting Melody of Waves, another major breakthrough since the establishment of
unique style formed in his paintings Spring Harmony and Resonance of Rocks
Participated in the 3rd U.S.-China International Academic Symposium held in San
Francisco; awarded Certificate of Recognition by California State Assembly for

“outstanding achievement and contribution”
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