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Editor’s Note

Beijing is one of the seven ancient capitals of China.  During its long
history of development, cultures of different nationalities mingle with each
other in this treasure place and form the unique culture with Peking style.
Calls and sounds of street peddlers is a kind of folk culture, unpretending
and authentic, which is now attracting the attention of scholars, authors and

artists.

Calls,  Sounds and Merchandise of the Peking Street Peddlers was
originally published in 30s of the 20th century. The author Samuel Victor
Constant  was a permanent resident in Peking and is rather familiar with
Chinese folklore.  Compared with another book A Pictorial Record of Old
Peking Folklore (reprinted in 2003) published by our publishing house, this

book has its own features:

1. It is written in an easy and fluent, humorous and witty style, and
the literary quotations in the book are full and accurate.

2. The illustrations in the book are all based on the original pictures
and  relevant materials and then repainted in line drawing.  Some are
historical photographic illustrations.

3. All the calls and sounds are marked with specific tones, some even

recorded with scores.

In short, the book is rich in illustrations and tones as well as texts
and vividly depicts the local conditions and customs of old Peking.  When
reading this pictorial record, it seems that people can hear the calls and
sounds of those Peking street  peddlers. It is both informatory and

interesting and will suit both refined and popular tastes.
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Calls, Sounds and Merchandise of the
Peking Street Peddlers and Its Author

Li Guogqing

¥

Samuel V. His father Original Ill. From 1993 edition
Constant (1894- ?) (1857-1909) 1936 thesis

Samuel Victor Constant was born in 1894, a son of a lawyer who
once was a student of Oriental Languages at the Columbia University
and then a member of the Oriental Society. Today we can only find
that he was a U. S. Army Captain, came to Beijing in 1923 as an
Assistant Military Attaché of the American Legation. In 1924, he went
to the front line of the Zhi—Feng War as an observer. The year later,
he joined as a representative of the Legation the rescue effort of
Harvey James Howard, an  American  doctor of Union Hospital
kidnapped by bandits in Northeast China for about ten weeks. While
working for the American Legation, he also attended College of
Chinese Studies (known as California College in China in the U.S)).
He received his Master Degree in 1936 with a thesis titled Calls,
Sounds and Merchandise of the Peking Street Peddlers. The typewritten
copy of this thesis is 103 pages long,  with color illustrations and
photos, 20 by 27 e¢m in size, currently held by Occidental College

Library, California.




In the same year. a revised and typeset edition was published by
Camel Bell in Beijing. The University of California at Berkeley owns
one copy of this edition. It is under the same title but 187 pages
long, has photos, black/white and color illustrations. Constant signed
his name in Chinese as Kang Shidan, and thanked in the Preface his
teacher and friend Chin Yue—p’o, the College Dean William B. Pettus,
for their guide and help on producing this work.

A new edition of this book was printed, only two hundred copies,
by Bird & Bull Press, one of the premier private presses in America,
in August 1993, This is a beautifully produced book: quarter—bound
in red morocco with blue oriental cloth sides and black leather spine
label, 156 pages, printed in black and reddish—brown, red embroidery
pattern of the Dragons and Pearl on the title page. Artist Rosemary
Covey created 25 woodcuts specifically for this book. The owner of
the Press Henry Morris printed the woodcuts directly from the wood
and tipped them in throughout the text.  The original illustration
became  reduced —size line drawings and in black and white only,
though. According to the Prefatory Note by Henry Morris, books and
papers on peddlers and peddling in English are no more than forty in
the world, and this is the only one on Chinese peddlers and peddling.
That is why he decided to reproduce this title with great effort.

During his staying in China, Constant published two other books.
One is a 122 pages long Chinese Military Terms: English—Chinese,
Chinese —English by China Booksellers Ltd, Beijing, 1927: another is
Trade and Shop Signs by Peiyang Press, Beijing(1930-19407). The
latter contains only 18 leaves, chiefly illustrations, 24 x 32 em in size.

Unfortunately, the late life of Mr. Constant is unknown as at this

moment.
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Peking———Capital of China, is densely populated. Peking residents

buy their commodities from street peddlers.




Colls, Sounds and Merchandise of the Frking sbeet Prddless

st e

“Hao ke ti kua tzu erh ai”

3 2K 1 WU 11 W4 My S SRR ) ———

UGN T

b S22 1 T F AL 45 3 60 1 ) I 1 R
PN, SErf R et T4 7o rhis A s
[ 1AW Koo 2emz Wiy . 7 KA MR
--Jii,‘s"/\ﬁ"‘h" A Ko — M4t 2c g 45, 13

L A5 K IRl gt 3

ST LA EAE A B A I B, A AT ]RSO 1%
s — A0, T/ AR i PR 2
10JHK /N L A AT I8 1 2K 4h, tsz b s A
'("3"53'H~f‘.‘§§'btl'l") PP A R D2 SR B

IR

Melon Seed Peddler

This peddler calls, “Easily opened melon
seeds!”  These are the yellow or white seeds
of the pumpkin and the black seeds of the
watermelon which have been heated until dry.
The peddlers who sell these seeds hit a small
gong, about four inches in diameter, with a
little stick of wood. They carry a basket and
while occasionally seen at other times are

exceptionally prevalent at New Year’s time.
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Jew's Harp Peddler

This peddler calls. “Jew
harps but their real business
thirty—two cards: and a card
much enjoyed by the people

order to discharge gambling.

’s harps have arrived, come and buy!’

These men sell Jew’s

is selling dice sets composed of six dice: a card game having
game having one hundred and twenty cards. These games are
of them is prohibited in

at New Year’s season but the selling
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Almond Tea Peddler

This

')('(l(”('r ('ri('ﬁ.
“Almond tea oh!” He carries
two round wooden containers

suspended on either end of a

pole carried on the shoulder.
In the one carried in front is
a small stove to warm the
liquid which is carried in a
copper  bowl. The  other
wooden container is used to
carry the coppers earned from
selling  the tea and a few

extra china bowls.
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Rice Flour Cake Peddler

This peddler cries, “Here come the rice cakes

and sweet balls!” These peddlers are Mohammedan
— why, no one seems to know except that it is the

custom. They carry a

wooden tray slung in front
of them by means of a
sling around the neck.
They sell two kinds of
cakes — “feng' kao'” and
“ai*  wo* wo'”. This
peddler not only has his
call  but also  hits a
castanet like object with a

stick.



