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LESSON ONE

Articles

Pupil of Liszt

A young girl in a small German (#[E /) town was going to
give a piano recital ((# 2 £ ). On the poster (J”" 4 ) below her
name was written; Pupil of Liszt.

The day before the recital the young pianist was suddenly
terrified (FF3R) by the news that the great pianist himself had ar-
rived in the town. For some months she had been pretending (f&
%Y 1o be his pupil, but now her lies (£ 5 ) would be discovered
G&25).

She didn’t know what to do. At last, she decided to see the
famous pianist and tell him her story. With tears (BR{H) on her
face, she told him that she was an orphan (38 JL) and that she
had pretended to be his pupil in order to win recognition (L {75
&N,

Liszt looked at her with kindly eyes. “You have done
wrong , "he said. “ But we all make mistakes. I think you are sor-
ry now. Let me hear you play.” ‘

The girl put all her heart into playing one of Liszt’s pieces
(Bl F). She played very well but Liszt corrected (4 1E ) her in
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one or two points (4b),and then said; “My dear, I have now
taught you a little. You are a pui)il of Liszt. You may go on with
your recital ;and since you tell me the programs (37 H ) are not
yet printed (CEI]), you may add (J1_}) that the last piece will be
played,not by the pupil, but by the teacher. ”

227 8
4y X604+ ®

Reading speed: X 60= (wpm)

Reading Comperehension
I . Choose the best answers in the following sentences:
(1. The young girl became terrified the day before the recital
because .
A. she didn’t play the piano very well
B. she pretended she was Liszt
C. she learned that Liszt had come to the town
D. her teacher would come to the recital
(  )2.The young girl went to see Liszt because
A. she wanted to tell him the truth
B. she thought Liszt would teach her how to play the piano
C. she wanted to be his pupil
D. Liszt was her teacher
(  )3. When the young girl saw Liszt,she
A. didn’ say a word
B. played the piano at once
C. pretended to be an orphan
D. told him her story
C 4. would play the last piece in the recital.
2



A. The young girl
B. Liszt himself
C. One of the young girl’s pupils
D. Another young pianist
( ) 5. Liszt decided to play the piano in the recital because

A. he was a great pianist

B. he was the girl’s teacher

C. the girl had invited G&1&) him

D. he knew the girl was sorry and he wanted to help her

I . True or false:

( 1. Liszt was going to give a piano recital in a small German
town.

( )2. Liszt came to the small town and discovered the young
girl’s lies.

( )3. Liszt didn’t allow (fi4) the young girl to go on with
her recital.

(  )4. While the young girl was playing, Liszt praised her.

( )5. At last, the girl became a pupil of the great pianist
Liszt.

Comprehension score N



East Meets West

While my husband and 1 were on a visit to Shanghai, we
walked along the Yangtze River,and met a Chinese boy about 16
years old. “Pardon me, madam (& A ),”he said. “Do you come
from the United States of America?”

“Yes,”l answered.

“May I talk to you?” he asked.

“Of course.”

“You understand me, don’t you?”

“Yes,you speak very good English. Where did you learn it?”

He smiled shyly(ZZ#1) at the words. Then his face cloud-
ed (B FEHAH). “Madam ,my father taught me. He was an English
teacher in a school here in Shanghai, It was very hard for him
during the Cultural Revolution (4L ¥ 41). We went to the coun-
try. He got very sick and died there. But I never forget English. I
talk in English all the time now to think back to those days with
my father.”

1 was very moved. “Well, your father would have been very
proud (3% of you. You really do speak it well, ”

When 1 started to say good-bye, he pulled at my clothes.
“Madam,may I tell you something more? You know,when I was
a little boy,I dug a hole(fA]) to try to get to the United States of
America. 1 couldn’t believe (}1{%)what 1 was hearing. “When 1
was a little girl,I tried to dig a hole to get to Chinal”] cried out,
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throwing my arms around him. “And now at last we meet}”

237 id] _
_ﬁXGOJF__ﬂ‘sto— (wpm)

Reading speed:
Reading Comprehension
I. Choose your best answers in the following sentences;

( 1. The madam and her husband were visiting

A. Beijing B. the Yangtze River
C. Shanghai D. a hole
(  )2. They were .
A. Japanese B. English
C. American D. Russian
(3. The boy’s father was a
A. worker B. teacher
C. musician D. pianist

(  )4.The boy was good at English because
A. he had learned English for many years at school
B. he never stopped learning English
C. his father taught him
D. both B and C
(  )5. The boy spoke English all the time because
A. his father told him to do so
B. he liked English very much
C. he wanted to speak to foreigners

D. he could remember his father by this way



~ ~ ~~

. True or false;

)1. The boy’s face clouded because the writer praised him for
his English.

)2. The madam didn’t understand the boy.

y3. He led (313 )a hard life in the country.

Y4. The boy’s father died during the Cultural Revolution.

)5. Both the writer and the boy kept digging holes in their

own countries ,and so they met at last.

Comprehension score ; 4y

Dialogues

A Few Questions About Everyday Talk
Chen:May I come in?
Mr Li:Please!
Chen and Wei :Good evening ,Mr Li!
Mr Li:Good evening,boys.
Chen:May I ask you a few questions about everyday talk?
Mr Li:Sure,what are they?
Chen : You know,sir,tomorrow is Liu Feng’s birthday. What
shall I say to him?
Mr Li: We say:“Many happy returns ([2]3) of the day”or
“Happy birthday”.
Chen; Thank you! I'll remember that. And how do people



greet ([i5] - FL B their friends at New Year’s Day?

Mr Li:The usual greeting is“A Happy New Year,”or“Hap-
py New Year to you”.

Chen: And when someone says that to me,what do I an-

swer?

Mr Li:“Thank you, the same to you.”

Wei: A day or two ago | was talking with some people and [
didn’t quite hear what one of them said to me. 1 said
“Please?”But that wasn’t right,was it?

Mr Li:No. We say“I beg your pardon”or “Sorry; I didn’t
quite catch that.”If you are speaking to a close
friend ,you can say“What?”or “What did you say?”

Chen:Well, Mr Li,what you said has really been most use-

ful. Thank you very much.

Wei; Yes. Thank you very much indeed (ELIEH1).

Mr Li:Oh—er,don’t mention (38 )it.

A Birthday Present
Chang :Hi,Liu Feng.
Liu . Hi!
Chang ; Oh,you’ve got a new tape.
Liu; Yes. It’s a birthday present from my parents. I've just
received it.
Chang :Oh, really? When’s your birthday?
Liu:It’s today. It is my birthday today!
Chang : Oh, well,happy birthday!
Liu;Thank you.



Chang : By the way,what kind of music is it?

Liu;Classical. It’s a cassette of Beethoven’s “Pathetique”
sonata. You know, I like Beethoven’s music best. Do
you like classical music?

Chang: No. I don’t like it. It’s difficult for me to under-
stand. 1 enjoy pop (f 4T #J ) music. you don’t enjoy
pop music,do you?

Liu:Er. .. As a matter of fact (3£ I-),] enjoy both kinds of
music. And I’ve just borrowed a few tapes of pop mu-
sic. Will you come to enjoy them this evening?

Chang: That’s great! I am sure to come.

Liu:See you later]

Chang : See you later!
Humour

Nick and father went to see grandmother. In the train Nick
put his head out of the window time and again. His father said,
“Nick ,keep quiet! Don’t put your head out of the window!” But
Nick just didn’t listen to his father.

Then his father took Nick’s cap (1§ F)quietly, hid (#)it
behind his back and said, “You see, your cap has flown. ”Nick
was afraid. He began to cry. He wanted to have his cap.back.

His father said, “Well, whistle (0% [J "4 )once! Perhaps your
cap will come back. ”Nick came up to the window and whistled.
Nick’s father put the cap on Nick’s head.

“Oh! It was wonderful (JF#% 7 )!” Nick laughed. Suddenly
(& R )he quickly took his father’s cap and threw it out of the
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