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Promoting City Culture &
Flourishing City Art

Beijing, the capital of the People's Republic of China, boasts a 3000 years' history
in city construction and a 800 years' history in capital construction. During the
modernization construction of China, the rich cultural legacy of this time-honored
city has made it a window to the international community on both cultures as a city
and as a nation. It is drawing more and more attentions from the world. Beijing's
success in applying to host the 2008 Olympic Games and China's access into WTO
have injected new vitality into this city. As an important component of city
culture, city sculpture has been well received internationally, and its development
an important standard in measuring the cultural development of a city. Therefore,
it is an important item of Beijing city cultural construction to promote city
sculpture, beautify city environment and enrich city human landscape.

On September 7th, China International City Sculpture Exhibition & Symposium
(Beijing 2002) opened successfully. It was a grand city sculptures gathering of the
highest level, largest scale, various forms and richest contents so far in China. This
Exhibition and Symposium, sponsored by the Ministry of Culture of P. R. China and
the Beijing Municipal Government, was an important and large artistic event of a
state level and an international standard in the year 2002. The following figures
will demonstrate why its scale the largest. The exhibition covered an area of 330
mu; received 2400 solicit proposals from 62 countries and regions; exhibited 252
sculptures from 40 countries and regions with 141 of them being collected while
the other 111 exhibited. The making process and exhibition lasted more than three
months, attracting visitors around 100-thousand both home and abroad. The
various forms refer to the combination of pictures, objects, multi-media
demonstration and art-works being made in the exhibiting place. The richest
contents refer to the three parts of this Exhibition, namely Subject Exhibition,
Theme Exhibition and the Academic Symposium. The Subject Exhibition includes
sculpture exhibition and model exhibition, while the Single Theme Exhibition
includes "Retrospect on the Half Century Review---Beijing Sculpture Art Documents’

Display”, "Children's Heart, Green, Future---National Sculpture Competition of
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Youth and Children” and "Fotomax Sculpture in City Life---Photograph Display". At the same time, the Academic

Symposium with the theme City Sculpture and Public Art was held.

1. Subject Exhibition

Subject Exhibition exhibited the collected and invited sculptures from home and abroad as both life-size art-

pieces and models. It was composed of three parts: “Touch the stone to turn it into gold” ---- to make sculptures

of granite, marble or sand stone in site within 42 days without being stopped by any kinds of hard condition as

extremely hot weather; "Temper thoroughly" ---- to make sculptures in factories with the material of stainless

steel, bronze, copper or iron; "Take the gem from the fire" ---- to cast bronze.

2. Theme Exhibition

(1) "Retrospect on the Half Century Review---Beijing Sculpture Art Documents’ Display” launched a comprehensive
and systematic retrospect on the development of Beijing sculpture for the past 53 years of new China.

(2) "Children's Heart, Green, Future---National Sculpture Competition of Youth and Children” was the first
national sculpture competition of children.

(3) "Fotomax Sculpture in City Life---Photograph Display" showed the results of the newly constructed city
sculptures and the whole course of the site-making records for this exhibition.

3. Academic Symposium

With the theme as "City Sculpture and Public Art", experts on city sculpture and theorists concerning the

construction of city culture and art from all over the world went through a theoretical discussion. This Symposium

attracted more than 400 people, and was simultaneously translated by 5 languages. More than 60 theses were

viewed in various forms and published, which played an important role in the theoretical level of this Exhibition

and Symposium.

Having the theme "Exchange, Mixing together and Surpass", this sculpture exhibition and symposium aimed at

through the exchange among sculptors from all countries, absorbing the essence of advanced foreign cultures and

art, showing the artistic talent of Chinese sculptors, raising city cultural level of Beijing, enhancing the art

appreciating ability of the public, promoting city culture and flourishing city art. It was a grand gathering of

mutual learning, which was always trying to create and surpass. Thus it fully performed its orientation as being

international, artistic, inclusive and forward looking, and achieved the goal of interaction between art and the

public and the conversation between China and the world.
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Sponsors
Ministry of Culture of P.R China
People’s Municipal Government of Beijing

Undertaker

Capital City Sculpture Committee

Beijing City Planning Committee

Beijing Cultural Bureau

People’s Government of Shijingshan District of Beijing

Artistic Instructors

China Sculpture Association

National City Sculpture and Construction Instruction
Commission Art Committee

China Artists Association Sculpture Committee

China Crafts and Arts Academy Sculptural Profession

Committee

Co-sponsors
Beijing City Sculptural Construction Management Office
Beijing Drawing Academy

Organizing Institutes of the symposium

Organizing Committee of China International City
Sculpture Exhibition & Symposium (Beijing 2002)
Artistic Committee of China International City Sculpture
Exhibition & Symposium (Beijing 2002)

Academic Committee of China International City Sculpture
Exhibition & Symposium (Beijing 2002)

Office of China International City Sculpture Exhibition &
Symposium (Beijing 2002)
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