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Prologue One

Yuan Ming Yuan Bai Jing Tu Zhi (Records of One Hundred Scenes of Yuan Ming Yuan )
is an authoritative book about study of Yuan Ming Yuan. In ancient China, the book which
described the historical development, historical sites, historical figures and the local customs
of a place was called Zhi. This kind of book includes Yi Tong Zhi of records of a whole nation,
Tong Zhi of records of a province and also books of record of an event, a place or a thing such
as Xi Hu Zhi ( Records of the West Lake ) Record of a Buddhist Temple. Yuan Ming Yuan Bai
Jing Tu Zhi (Records of One Hundred Scenes of Yuan Ming Yuan) is a book of records of
Yuan Ming Yuan based on compilation of the historical data. Actually, it can be regarded as a
history of the development of Yuan Ming Yuan, including the history of the construction of Yuan
Ming Yuan. The book introduces the construction, renovation and change of each building
among nearly one hundred scenes of Yuan Ming Yuan based on the study of the authors and
editors of the book. The book also describes the interior decoration, the furnishing, the hanged
paintings indoors, the inscribed boards hanged indoors and outdoors, the couplets written on
columns indoors and outdoors, lamps hanged in some buildings and the materials of these
lamps, the plants in some courtyards, the flowers placed indoors, etc.

Yuan Ming Yuan Bai Jing Tu Zhi (Records of One Hundred Scenes of Yuan Ming Yuan )
is based on historical documents and data including the books edited by the government
authorities of Qing Dynasty, the notes written by the people outside the government as well as
the articles of the contemporary researchers. We can conclude that the authors and editors of
the book have made enormous effort on the analysis of the historical materials. The emperors
of Qing Dynasty wrote tens of thousands of poems of royal architectures. It has been frequently
found that the titles of some poems were used not only for Yuan Ming Yuan but also for other
royal palaces and gardens. The authors and editors choose thousands of the poems which are
about Yuan Ming Yuan to illustrate Tu Zhi (Tllustrated Records) in 1997 when the computer
retrieval was not popular. So we can image how heavy and numerous the work was. Just based
on such hard work of the authors and editors, this book has a profound cultural strength and
sound judgment of the historical facts.

Another reason why this book is called Tu Zhi (Tllustrated Records) is that the collection




and compilation of the layout plans of the architectures and mountains and rivers of one
hundred scenes of three gardens of Yuan Ming Yuan in the book, which are drawn on the basis
of research. This is particularly important for today when Yuan Ming Yuan has been destroyed
for nearly one and half century and the scenes everywhere have been changed completely.
Currently, the design drawings during the early construction of Yuan Ming Yuan have been
almost lost or destroyed. Although there are more than two thousand pieces of drawings of the
royal drawings archives, namely “Yang Shi Lei” drawings, they are just partial drawings
of partial scenes during Jia Qing and Qian Long periods. In addition to a small number of
archival drawings left from Dao Guang and Xian Feng periods, the majority of the drawings
were drawn during the reconstruction of Yuan Ming Yuan during Tong Zhi period. In terms of
content, the draft drawings accounts for an overwhelming percentage. Most text annotation on
the drawings is the dimensions. Only a few numbers of official drawings of the scenes submitted
to the emperor for examination have names of architectures and items of decoration. The
names of a large number of scenes are incomplete. It is not an easy thing to find the location
of every building. Among the drawings of Yuan Ming Yuan, Drawings of Forty Scenes of Yuan
Ming Yuan prepared in the 9th year of Qian Long period is the most valuable. It provides the
important information of the space layout, architectural shape and materials of the forty scenes
at the time. However, it is hard to specify the name of each building.

In terms of documents, Ri Xia Jiu Wen Kao can be considered as an important historical
material, which specifies the connection among the architectures of each locality. However,
there are many omissions and errors. Other historical materials seldom describe details of
architectures of scenes.

Based on screening, studies and distinguishing, Yuan Ming Yuan Bai Jing Tu Zhi ( Records
of One Hundred Scenes of Yuan Ming Yuan) presents a complete description of the historical
data and the drawings of 49 spots of Yuan Ming Yuan, 21 spots of Chang Chun Yuan and 27
spots of Qi Chun Yuan according to the scattered and fragmentary historical data. It is a rather
remarkable accomplishment. The authors and editors of the book have made research through
comparison among records of several documents. The architectures, the relations among the
architectures and the relations between the architectures and the mountains and rivers of
each scene have been specified. And correction of the errors of some archival files has been
made in the book. For example, the names of the main hall and the second hall of Zao Yuan
(Zao Garden) are inconsistent in the records of several historical materials. Among the Yuan
Ming San Yuan Overall View collected by the National Palace Museum and Zao Yuan Quan
Yang (Full Views of Zao Garden) collected by the Museum of History, the title of Chu Qing
Shu Wu (Chu Qing Book House) is indicated in the main hall. The title of Lin Zhong Fang
of the main hall is indicated at the Chui Hua Men (Hanging Flower Gate) of the main hall
or at the locality behind the main hall In Tu Zhi (Illustrated Records) Lin Zhong Fang is the
main hall according to Yuan Ming San Yuan Di Pan He Dao Quan Tu (General Drawing of
Locality and River Courses of Three Gardens of Yuan Ming Yuan) collected by the National
Palace Museum. And according to the records of Ri Xia Jiu Wen Kao, Chu Qing Shu Wu ( Chu




Qing Book House ) is located behind the main hall Kuang Ran Tang (Kuang Ran Hall) . And
based on “Yin Xi Rao Qi Wan Cheng Chi, Xiao Xiao Shu Chuang Qia Shou Yi” in Emperor
Qian Long’ s poem entitled Chu Qing Shu Wu (Chu Qing Book House) , it is known that Chu
Qing Shu Wu (Chu Qing Book House) is a house beside a water pool. And there is just a
small water pool to the north of the architecture behind Lin Zhong Fang in the drawing. It is
therefore concluded that Chu Qing Shu Wu ( Chu Qing Book House) is not the main hall It is
the architecture beside the water pool behind. Meanwhile, the authors and editors also conduct
research of the origin of the tablet Lin Zhong Fang, introducing two tablets Kuang Ran Tang
(Kuang Ran Hall) and Lin Zhong Fang recorded in Ri Xia Jiu Wen Kao and the historical fact
of the shift of the location of the two tablets.

In Yuan Ming Yuan Bai Jing Tu Zhi (Records of One Hundred Scenes of Yuan Ming
vuan) . the authors and editors also describe the utilization of the scenes at the time. For
example, when it introduces the scene of Shan Gao Shui Chang (high mountain and long
river ) , it says that there are three auxiliary halls respectively in north and south behind the
east-west main building Shan Gao Shui Chang (high mountain and long river ) . The emperors
and his wives who came here all took the pleasure boats to Shi Zi Ting wharf to the east of
the building. They entered the house from the backyard and watched the firework on the
building. The readers can be clearly informed based on the description and the drawings. For
the change in the utilization of the architectures, the changes of architectures are analyzed
according to the time of the occurrence and disappear of the things in the archival records,
such as the connection between Le Zhi Shan Fang and Yue Di Yun Ju during Yong Zheng and
Qian Long periods so as to illustrate the history of the development of the two scenes.

The writing of Yuan Ming Yuan Bai Jing Tu Zhi ( Records of One Hundred Scenes of
Yuan Ming Yuan) started from 1997. The book is an accomplishment which has been achieved
through the hard work of a decade under the leadership of Mr. Zhang Enyin, the former deputy
director of the administration division of Yuan Ming Yuan. This outcome is highly valuable for
research on and protection for Yuan Ming Yuan. It has been an important reference for the

archeological work of excavation of Yuan Ming Yuan. It also will be an important document

54 43

Tsing Hua Yuan, December 15, 2007

necessary for the experts and scholars engaged in study of Yuan Ming Yuan.
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