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Wu Hong

Born in 1968, graduated from the Department of Chinese Language & Literature of
AnHui Normal University and the Sculpture Department of China Fine Art Academy.
He had worked for Sculpture magazine as an editor from 1999 to 2000

He is currently the Managing Editor of Arts Channel at TOM.COM (http//arts. tom
com), and has been engaged in contemporary art criticism and exhibition planning
from 2000 to present.

he has curated and co-organized many exhibitions, such as “City of Desire:
Conceptual Photograph of Four Artists” (Beijing), “Play Me: Wang Bo s Cyber Art
Show ” (Beijing), “The 3rd State: China Contemporary Art Exhibition” (Italy)
“Three Ways to Show Time” (Beijing), “Self-talking: 2002 Art Channel of TOM. COM
Nominated Photo Show” (Beijing), “Distance: Guangdong Museum of Art Contempo—

rary Art Invitational Exhibition” (Guangzhou).
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“Distance™ is a concept in both natural and social sciences. In physics, it means the space
between two objects which forms the natural world; while in psychology, it means the psychological
gaps among individuals within society. The existence of “distance’ has produced divergences,
contradictions, suspicions and disputes between human beings, and in a certain sense, all these make
the world varied and colorful. However, we should strive to reduce this gap among people in order to
realize our ultimate goal of building an ideal world. The realization of equality and the true understand-
ing and love among individuals regardless of race or nationality is still the common goal of the whole
human society. The ‘SARS’ epidemic which has just been put under control has claimed a lot of lives
and has caused serious economic losses. But in another sense, this epidemic is also a severe test for the
social consciousness and attitudes of modern people who are simultaneously trying to reconcile social
distance while facing their own fears of death. Actually, a virus can easily widen the gap between
individuals, but we are all deeply touched by the professional spirits and great humanity of the
medical workers who encountered the fierce ‘SARS’ virus. Accordingly, we now have a deeper
understanding of the concept “distance”, which may also serve as one of the most realistic notes to
this exhibition.

In this exhibition, artists have presented various interpretations of their understanding of
“distance”, either from the aspect of sociology or artistic forms. We hope that by viewing this
exhibition, the audience can perceive the concept of “distance™ in a new light and thus gain fresh
approaches to appreciating contemporary art.

We would like to express our appreciation to the Art Channel of TOM.COM and friends from

all walks of society for their support of the Guangdong Museum of Art and this exhibition.

Guangdong Museum of Art
August, 2003
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