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Demonstrating Strategy for Victory
Highlighting Brilliant Culture

To herald the Beijing Olympic Games, “The Path to Victory: The Exhibition of The Art of War
and Fine Antiques of Ancient Chinese Military” co-organized by the Military Museum of Chinese
People's Revolution and Beijing Municipal Administration of Cultural Heritage is now open to the
public. The exhibition, specially designed for the Beijing Olympic Games, aims to highlight the
brilliant traditional culture of China, enhance Chinese culture as national "soft power", and enrich
the socio-cultural life during the Beijing Olympics.

The Art of War with a history of over 2500 years was produced in the later stage of the Spring
and Autumn Period (770BC-476BC). Being the oldest military book in the world with the most
enduring and profound influence so far, this masterpiece is recognized as the first system of military
theory in the world history. As an embodiment of oriental wisdom and a vivid reflection of the
brilliant ancient Chinese military thinking, it is credited as “the masterpiece of military strategy”,
offering significant directions to the military operations over 2500 years.

It’s a meaningful endeavor to introduce The Art of War, a masterpiece in Chinese civilization,
through a vivid exhibition, making it known by more people. More importantly, the exhibition is
held in parallel with Beijing Olympic Games, a world sports feast of 2008. The Olympic Games is
not only a grand feast for sports, but also for culture. Every country hosting the Olympic Games takes
this chance to promote their national culture, highlight their national character and demonstrate their
national style. Chinese culture, extensive and profound, survives a long history. Many great ideas
become more conspicuous instead of going oblivion with time and The Art of War is a case in point.

Though it’s a military book, what it advocates is cautious attitude toward waging wars rather

than unrestrained violence, that is, try to subdue the enemy’s army without battle through “attacking



the enemy's strategy” and “disrupting the enemy’s alliances by diplomacy” , so as to realize the ideal
of “achieving triumphs without deploying a man” . The idea is right in line with the theme of peace
and development of present world, which also explains why it has attracted so much attention and
has been held so highly now.

The Exhibition unveils the breadth and profoundness of Sun Tzu’s military thoughts from di-
verse dimensions - exemplary ancient and modern battles, select antiques and interpretation of the
book. It will reveal what account for its enduring glamour and why it can find applications in fields
far beyond the military. Centering on the essence of The Art of war and following the chronological
order in the military history, the exhibition is focused on the select ancient military antiques, comple-
mented by the relevant historical pictures, models and artworks. The design of the subjects and
selection of antiques largely integrate the relevant academic work by both foreign and domestic
researcher. The exhibition not only gives full play to the distinctive feature of the Chinese nation, but
also takes into consideration foreign guests perception and aesthetic angle of Chinese culture, thus
making it more enjoyable in addition to providing exquisite presentation and accurate information.

The exhibiton features 60 (piece/set) ancient military antiques offered by 20 museums and re-
search institutes of culture heritage and archeology in China. Collectively on display in Beijing, they
will be a feast to the lovers of weapons and antiques. You can find among these items on display a
number of national treasures which enjoy a world fame, such as the bamboo slips excavated from the
Tomb of Han Dynasty in Yinque hill, the ternary halberd excavated from Zenghouyi Tomb, the cover
of the Shell Money Storage Container with battle pictures of Western Han Dynasty (Yunnan Provin-
cial Museum), the map of Garrison in Western Han Dynasty (Hunan Provincial Museum) and so on.
Particularly, some antiques related to Sun Tzu dated back to State of Wu and the State of Yue in the
Spring and Autumn Peﬁod, representing the sophisticated sword casting technology at that time and
are reminiscent of the struggles for overload between these two countries and among other feudal
states, such as the sword of Gou Jian, the King of Yue (Hubei Provincial Museum); the sword of
Zhou Gou, the King of Yue, of the Warring States Period (Zhejiang Provincial Museum); the sword
of Gu Fa, the princess of Wu in the Spring and Autumn Period (Anhui Provincial Museum) and the
sword of Qi Bei, the King of Yue in the Warring State Period (Anqing Municipal Museum). It is a

rare opportunity for visitors to appreciate all these antiques, which were scattered in different provin-



cial museums, at the exhibition of The Art of War.

“The Path to Victory: The Exhibition of The Art of War and Fine Antiques of Ancient Chinese
Military™ is the first to introduce to the visitors a masterpiece on military theory filled with philo-
sophical principles through an exhibition in the national museum. The exhibition integrates the aca-
demic work of domestic researchers on The Art of War so as to present accurate information about
Sun Tzu’s thinking. well-known experts on The Art of War including Researcher Wu Rusong, Re-
searcher Wu Jiulong, Prof. Li Ling, Researcher Ren Li, Researcher Liu Qing have offered gu_idance
many times in drafting the outline of the exhibition. The exhibition wouldn’t have been successfully
completed without the support of these experts and domestic museums. Hereby we’d like to extend
our sincere gratitude to them all.

To conclude, it needs to be emphasized that the exhibition “The Path to Victory: The Exhibition
of The Art of War and Fine Antiques of Ancient Chinese Military” aims to unveil the brilliance of
ancient Chinese military culture and highlight the idea “carrying out the tradition: grasping the law
of war, but not being belligerent”. Chinese always love peace, long advocating the idea of “never
invading the territory of any large power and never attrit the people of any small nation” (Yan Zi
Spring and Autumn Annals). Today, while appreciating the essence of The Art of War, let’s stick to
maintaining world peace and development, promoting the progress of mankind and contributing to

building a harmonious world of lasting peace and common prosperity.

e
Major General,Curator of the Military Museum of Chinese People’s Revolution { %
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The Art of War, completed at the end of the Spring and Autumn Period in Chinese history (770BC
—476BC), has been held as “the masterpiece of military strategy” and has provided significant
orientation for military activities for over 2500 years. It illustrates a series of fundamental military rules
and formulates systematic military theories by integrating the war experiences of the forefathers. Its
influence has expanded from the ancient times to the modern times, from China to the world, from
military operations to other areas of the society, attracting an increasing amount bf attention across the
world. To further publicize this military masterpiece and to herald the Beijing Olympics, the exhibition
of “The Path to Victory—The Art of War and Fine Antiques of Ancient Chinese Military” will be
jointly organized by the Military Museum of Chinese People's Revolution and Beijing Municipal
Administration of Cultural Heritage.

The Exhibition in conjunction with the invaluable collections of twenty museums across the
country, plainly reveals the quintessence of the ideas in The Art of War. These fine antiques are
permeated with scientific and technological talents and carries the military history of ancient China,.
They, as the military theories, are an important factor for the victory of war and represent the military

cultural heritage shared by the mankind.
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Part One Rising from Turmoil Master of Military Strategy
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During the Spring and Autumn Period, China began to transform from slave society to feudal society.
‘The royal family of Zhou Dynasty was on the wane, giving rise to belligerence among the hereditary nobles
for over lordship and the annexation of smaller states. The tempestuous social unrest catalyzed a great
number of great thinkers and countless new theories of far-reaching significance. The Art of War was one

of the brilliant masterpieces.
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Era of Great Social Changes

Institutional Transformation Technological Advances
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Continual Wars

Innovations in Military Tactics
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