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Introduction to Five Hundred Odes to The Lotus Flower
Zang Kejia

Comrade Gao Zhanxiang is a good friend of mine in poetic circles. Over the years we have sent each other
a new book whenever it is off the press. Recently he sent me his new work Five Hundred Odes to the Lotus
Flower. Bed-ridden as | was, | felt stimulated and encouraged on reading this work, and even felt somewhat
relieved in my illness.

Opening the collection of poems, | was startled to find, on the title page, a printed certificate of the Guinness
Book of World Records confirming the author as the world’s most copious writer on lotus. It was really a
joyful event for the poetic circles and a great pleasure for me that Comrade Zhanxiang was honored with
such a glorious title. Over the years he has all along assumed positions of leadership in the cultural circles,
but he has never relinquished his original will. He has persisted in writing essays and poems and practicing
calligraphy. Whatever he has engaged himself in, he has always done his best to attain perfection and become
a man of artistic distinction. He has written a lot of poetry. Two years ago, he published a volume of Smiles,
on which | wrote a review. Later, | read a volume of his essays on poetry which revealed quite a wealth of real
knowledge and deep insights.

To me, the volume Five Hundred Odes to the Lotus Flower is really a stunning masterpiece integrating
photography and poetry. What beautiful pictures of the flower in all kinds of shapes and postures! What
beautiful poems about the flower with a stream of witty remarks! The poetic pictures and the picturesque
expressions demonstrate his talents both in photography and poetry. | wonder how he managed to find time
to write so many poems on one and the same flower. It is indeed commendable that Zhanxiang has written
500 odes to lotus, which have added to the luster of the whole poetic circles. Who says that there are no good
poets in our era? Our predecessors did write a lot of poems on lotus, but more often than not, they wrote only
about a single flower or leaf, while Zhanxiang has written about the whole world of lotus. His poems depict the
lotus in a multitude of colors and forms, and its impeccable character, betraying the author’s very pursuit for
noble character. His poems are all seven-syllable quartets, all ending up very rhythmically. In form, he imitates
the ancients without being a slave to them; in content, he portrays his individual feelings to communicate the
message of the collective, turning his inner soul into an echo-wall of the era and life. On reading his poems, |
felt close to them and moved. His poems are popular and rich in implications. They are plain, but have plenty
of philosophical ideas. On hardships, they are pregnant with vigor and vitality to succumb them. On noble
lotus character, they are filled with human admiration for beauty. This is attributed to his talent and hard work.

In his articles, Comrade Zhanxiang has made very touching comments on me. He describes me as an
evergreen tree jn,the poetic circles, and has always addressed me as his teacher.

In fact, it is more appropriate for us to address each other as literary or poetic friend. | have discussed poetry
with him since the late 1950s. We are of the same opinion that life is the soil of poetry, and that we should
write poems in the service of the people, and not for fame or gain. Poems should, of course, be realistic, but
may also be positively romantic, reflecting the era and sharing the sentiments of the people, cheering them up
and encouraging them to work hard for the cause of socialism. It is precisely on this path that Comrade Gao
Zhanxiang has made great strides in creation and been crowned with success.

Comrade Zhanxiang is a sincere and kind-hearted man, full of enthusiasm and benevolence. Although | am
getting old and affected by diseases, he has always kept in contact with me. In the 1950s and 1960s, he often
dropped in on me with Li Xueao. When he was Party Secretary of Hebei Province, he often invited me to speak
when a forum on poetry was held. After his return to Beijing to take up a leading post in the cultural circles, he
often found time from his crowded schedule to visit me and discuss with me about literature and poetry. | have
always emphasized that poetry is the mirror of an era. We are in a great era of creativity which requires many
good poems befitting the era and the emergence of many good and great poets. Among the poems nowadays,
there are some which are weird and sham like riddles. With his practical creations, Zhanxiang has made a bold
breakthrough from such stuff. He has blazed a new trail in healthy and successful poem creating. He has
initiated a refreshing national style and concept of poetry so that | began to see great hopes in the circles of
Chinese poetry.

Feb.,1999




FF

ELEEAERREMOER. SEK, RIWAGSH—THE, HEAFHE, s, i
E%%g%«%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ»%%ﬁ,E%%i@ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%,ﬁﬁ@ﬂ%é\ﬁﬁ,%ﬁﬂ
BT L5

xS E, B EHANE K ERHZE—REINGEFEE" MIEE, S8
AEENEE, EREECESE, SRENCE, XEER, t—EBREXEFNETIE,
BREARGDE, RESYE, B, B, LEGHRMIE, BROMM, BXERE
%, BOOREERIENER, XTHUBETRS, AIRE, ik T —4FE (X , R
SR ABEE, FE¥, NLEMILRHE, BEAADERAL,

X (KESEEE) AREN, IERESHESTH—0T, —BEETLHEGER
=, FEER, —HHNERAN, PEEK. NHNEE, NERES, T OHERN
EF A4, EAMEMMWI LR, H—MEE TIAZ EiF, MANKHIL
TILHEREE, BT EWEY, FEEIRE, MmSE5HE T LHERY, Bk
FERF. ERRITXMHOEE TR A RiZBEADE TADRRIENR, BHINENZE
M, HEAETAMREOER, XESETRENSELE, KEXE, 5TIEEN
EMEREER, REFBRLENA, KEBHIE, BALTETARYE, WAL, e
DN 2R, AR 2, BECHOLRIEANRMAERNEEE, %72 ARIK
9, hzafs, BEXNEEURE, PHAETEEZE, ERERE, 7T EHENE
11, BRESE, WEBNARENEME, XRHEXTME DHER,

SREEEETRRCES, SROFRSARS, WHRESE LRORERN, BARK
hENE, Kk, ERNZAERAER, CRERY), BRSEAHERRR B, R
Hi\h. AERENLIE, BEEIARRS, RRATESH. %, MARALENN, ¥
A ERRAREE Y, KRR, SARRL, 5ISRERBHEL, SRHITMEEN
i%ﬁéﬁoﬁﬁgﬁﬁkm%ﬁﬁﬁ%,E%Eﬁ%%t%ﬁﬁﬁ‘éﬁﬂﬁ,@%Tﬁk

ERAENARERE, RECABOA, REFELR, B—ESRREKR.
EATHERMBZFREFEIRTK, HETLES DN, BUREFFRAETLIBUE
i, ZEEBRSM, BRI, GELEET UCRBATE, UREESTTERER,
ERECOLE. RELERE, &, RA—MROGE, RITELE—EIFIHRRIRA,
PEESZROARIFE, BEKFERASIERA, KFA,

MAEHE GRS, ik, BARZ AR, SHELECHRLREE, 73D
BT, ERIOIE LR T —FREORIZE, BS TREEEETRIRRENR,
EREBIFHREFEL,

ERRER

ARSI NEEFEEENY (KEFEEE) IS, SFARBRUAF. —&E






HICHHD42 HINR243 w244 BRI 245 HURM246 24H3247 #EHI248 IKRH249 FHI250
HYEH 251 HIS8252 IXHr253 Bk 254 254 K255 #fntmw255 #6256 #HKEFE257
FHC258 #HrmEi250 IXHE260 HIKI261 4I#K262 IKEN263 H @264 Y8265 1R<LH266
KoiX267 {I#F268 MiX269 KHr270 RE271 #i=H1272 KEL273 RER274 X275
ZHG276 HOEX277 k278 MEEEN279 IF 280 MNOI28] kX282 K-EH283 OIHTE284
285 S M286 MAMD87 #1145 288 #2890 MPER291 Hrak293 #HIsR294 K295
A D06 WIIR)297 HILRD98 k200 =300 ¥ IX301 rH302 K303 Ki1E 304
I2m4305 A,H306 #¥n307 X HI308 KA 300 MKHK310 MX(O311 #8312 KEH313
HIEZ314 $akn315 K316 (=317 4riK 318 #fr319 =&K320 HLme32]1 #iolD322
W 323 Hirs324 @324 IRImE325 [EIE325 326 XK HE327 $K18328 X329
o 330 E(w331 HRmK332 AMIE333 HRIR334 HEFR335 w336 HRIE337 #EZH338
ZRE 330 ALAC340 FRIC34]1 X342 51343 HIM-344 HHEK345 S 346 #hk347
1257348 MPHR349 BEAX350 Hb#m 351 HER352 MhA-353 £NEN354 SI&K355 222356
F&E:356 K357 #HR358 40359 sR#Em359 R iR360 BKHR361 REKI362 $E=363
IO 364 541365 MR 366 WX 367 im368 [HiH369 HkHK370 HZHL371 KHEN372
373 EEX374 319375 IKKK377 K#K378 HHr379 HaiKR380 &&iz381 = #i382
44383 Hrin384 HEHR3]5 HIHR386 *H 15387 EH 388 =388 #2389 = H#ill390
248302 KK 394 H#2395 = M-396 K397 M iE 398 HEHK399 #E 5400 K #E401
IW$E402 B EH403 EKIE404 mER405 #IER406 F K407 #R=]408 B5=400 HI0410
PMWNAT] T 412 {IE413 FRLH414 11800415 BHik416 K ER417 HrLE418 #EHEI419
HERRA20 ANE421 HTLT422 #&EX423 <424 TAAKA425 FIK4A26 #fE427 KFHEK428
KoHR420 41431 H5m432 EK 1433 =434 k435 E4ik436 218437 FK438
LIHT430 BREKA40 KIEX441 2442 MH0443 K AipA44 HL-445 EKHwa47 B 448
H X449 B 5450 451 K452 TEHPA53 1R RH454 EKEK455 SR KR456 HEER458
#4590 FAUK460 HE#d6] =462 JufE463 HH464 HL2465 B 466 K467
HE 468 HESR 460 FERKAT70 $EE#5471 EYR472 BHERAT73 STHRATA WRWEATS HeiH476
o477 =479 BT 0480 ¥riE481 HUES482 FMEH483 |BEi# 484 nip 485 k1486
X487 KIERA488 489 #2400 M HIA01 MRmR492 752494 HR)=(495 sR§H2496




HI= T HIER001 BEK003 HRAR005 RALO06 HTHRO06
007 5)&007 ¥3E5008 K #0099 HKHKO10 H{{4=5011 HEEJ012 2N #0113 X #O014
IRER016 #E017 HRAK018 HI K019 HYEK020 dHm021 43021 #R52022 112R024
FEHr024 3X55025 K 35026 =R 4027 #2028 H(Km029 HEi=030 #kmr031 #=&HO33
¥N034 FAZ035 BIm036 FREN037 &XH#5038 MKFH038 &EL039 IKHTL039 K II040
H 1041 #2042 HX 5043 LEEE044 K046 | 047 SKu048 HILHx049 & K050
HEER051 EE052 i=XHE053 24E055 EiTR055 E K056 S)Hs057 £3I1058 5rHI059
HP060 061 HEE062 TKAE064 EEID065 HLLH-066 frHI06T L0668 REAR069
ITHC070 YR EA071 HREM072 £L45073 40074 HEHFOTS #&FE076 #Fm077 Rku078
RER079 :2m080 22H#H082 #&HK082 BFRI083 (K083 Rt 1084 HHEH085 RIIR086
HIC 1087 4IEH087 B =2088 =089 RaiRA090 MIFMO91 KufipR092 & 093 FIR094
BEGH095 MEEK 096 ¥r4X097 [EHK098 H{&H099 HI4E5100 HI#D101 $¥-102 #-H4103
#2104 SobK105 2UE106 BREE107 FEE109 K109 110 RiE112 IREF112
He#p113 JOK6114 X115 R&E116 Im<K117 &R 118 L 119 #=Erl120 K121
T2 <122 {15#m123 mia124 HERL125 EXi%126 24127 #Z=EK128 SKK129 ¥ 130
%mr%HwH nma._mmwww .Ey_uﬂtfrr_nb».éww L_I,Lﬂwww wm._/wﬂwww EMLWWHw# %%mwwm %E[E:Hwﬁ Wm%meQ
v HIN] 38 42H01 38 BEIR130 HRE=1390 IR|=140 B EP141 DK 142 #&ik 143 AR 144
4145 X146 #1147 148 31K 149 BEX-150 fpREl51 =152 {3153
AR8154 K155 Kne156 BER 157 BRRRI158 Hrfm158 S 160 <H#EE161 FI162
ARE163 BER164 #5165 ZHE166 IKE167 [2#:168 HI169 #1170 Hm171
BEX172 Wi 173 2174 ®RE)175 Bim176 EE177 #2178 FHE179 i2i#R180
MHE)181 DEM182 =X4m5183 EHY184 HSMK185 pX4ifr186 <~ {1187 OHAE189 #2190
BO#5191 HA#L192 #3193 KKHIL104 Hr-K195 196 HLEE197 Ha#9198 M1)K199
<200 H-KK201 #2EE202 W EF 203 H3EE204 #0205 fikyit205 {m<206 #RH#E206
RE£H207 KHMX208 RIKE209 HU#K210 WnE2212 KKEi213 IKad214 #@H#K215 mmE-216
IB217 #E218 HRHE219 XIR220 KR<H221 ¥ 51222 223 &&iK224 SiF225
443226 HERS227 SEIEX228 = HE220 IEHM230 F&K231 HIKIL232 MiEE233 HLiR234
B 235 NEEE 236 237 RIl238 145 H 238 IR 239 H#X239 24K240 K241




s
M T 24, o 852
BRI B ERIT K
i o e £ 5
SE ST B S i

i

N =
bl -

/) 0

[¢]

b
ik

ﬁ%%%%

.i

r (XA UL T

i

i

&
2 ‘b& :







e s
R e

B2 a8 i it Bk

o 4 < 0 B T

HIC LS YT SE Rz 1l

SN =2 o

| ] 8 HE I O DEE e ©

PR oo

www. ertongbook. com

i 7]

BEPDF A

34

==

5

) T

Ui










Y452
12 2 e TR KK -
=

Mo T

BR<HEEErE < %

i
| XESIERE R 7
P miy e A=A ©

Y EE Se——FEEL

WERERIE,

i



)&

REOET G- 5)H &
T S | HY)H M- A
= MY R R Er
= [ HRT < mE H

- XKBE) .
X EBRAI,

B

€ -

2,
SR o B A A B AR

i
BRI R RS
FACIHR HRAR
) 03 o M
S I B S K

KA,

‘BEFX, LA

xing. —#t
# lido.

7=
1T




S=CE=E

i K MR i HEKZE ©
HIEREEIES ©
R RN 47 4551 -
EE BRI TR RS ©




4

39 H e o 1 R 1
1) i < ok L2
B WK 4 2




