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Unit One Land and People

Learning Objectives

- @ Master the key facts of Canada and Australia.

. @ Make an oral representation about the two nations according to |
 the information from the texts.

' & Make a comparison of the geographical characteristics between |

| the two nations.

Lesson One

General Information on Canada and Australia

Lesson Two
Further Reading
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Lesson One
General Information on Canada and Australia

1. Look at the following pictures ,match them with the items in the box and present
what you know about them.




Unit One
Land and People

> ( ) 1. the koala
P ( ) 2. the kangaroo
- ) 3. Sydney
P ( ) 4. the Great Lakes
> ( ) 5. maple
> ( ) 6. the Australian National Flag
»( ) 7. the Maple Leaf Flag,national flag of the Canada

2. Make a brief sketch of the location and geographical characteristics of the Can-
ada and the Australia and their capital cities. You may use the tips in the box as
your guidance.

' ‘ I
Canada l a big country surrounded by ocean and sea Ottawa Toronto |
TIPS — = = == = ————— = -

| Australia \a continental country Canberra

You may start like this:Canada is a big country,surrounded by...

Vocabulary
ecology/it'kolodzi/n. £ &%
vegetation/ vedszi'teifon/n. #i4y , F K ; HiAK
ethnic/'eBnik/ adj. # # #
immigration/ imi'greifan/n. # &,
proportion/prau'pa:fon/ n. 441
census/'sensas/n. Avn & A nifE
density/'densati/n. % &
respondent/ri'spandant/ n. #& i & #
prominent/'prominant/adj. & $ ¢4, 2 &)

Pre-reading: Tell as much as you know about the followings.

Toronto Ottawa Montréal Vancouver
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Canada

Location and Area

Canada is a country occupying most of northern North America, extending from the
Atlantic Ocean in the east to the Pacific Ocean in the west and northward into the Arctic
Ocean. It is the world’s second largest country by total area 997,061 square kilometers
and its common border with the United States to the south and northwest is the world’s
longest one.

By total area (including its waters) , Canada is the second-largest country in the
world—after Russia—and the largest on the continent. By land area, it also ranks sec-
ond. Canada has an extensive coastline on its north, east, and west, and since the last
ice age it has consisted of eight distinct forest regions. The vastness and variety of
Canada’s geography,eccology ,vegetation and landforms have given rise to a wide varie-
ty of climates throughout the country. Also because of its vast size, Canada has more
lakes than any other country. The Great Lakes' —Superior, Michigan , Huron , Erie and
Ontario—and their connecting channels form the largest fresh surface water system on
earth. The Great Lakes are located in eastern North America, on the Canada—United
States border.

The capital of Canada is City of Ottawa. And Toronto is the biggest city.

Population
According to the 2009 census | the total population of Canada was 33,610 ,000—the
36th-largest in the world. Population growth is from immigration and,to a lesser extent,

natural growth. About three-quarters of Canada’s population live within 150 kilometers of
the United States border. A similar proportion live in urban areas concentrated in the
Quebec City—Windsor Corridor (notably the Greater Golden Horseshoe , including Toron-
to and area,Montreal ,and Ottawa) ,the BC Lower Mainland ( consisting of the region sur-
rounding Vancouver) , and the Calgary—Edmonton Corridor in Alberta. The population
density ;3.5 inhabitants per square kilometre,is among the lowest in the world. The most
densely populated part of the country is the Quebec City—Windsor Corridor, ( situated in
Southern Quebec and Southern Ontario) along the Great Lakes and the Saint Lawrence
River in the southeast.

According to the 2006 census, there are 43 ethnicities claimed by at least 100,000
people in Canada.

4
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The largest ethnic group is English (21% ) ,followed by French (15.8% ) ,Scottish
(15.2% ), Irish (13.9% ), German (10. 2% ), Italian (5% ), Chinese (3. 9% ),
Ukrainian (3.6% ) ,and First Nations (3.5% ). Approximately one third of respondenis
identified their ethnicity as “Canadian”. Canada’s aboriginal population is growing at al-
most twice the national average, and 3. 8% of Canada’s population claimed aboriginal
identity in 2006. Another 16.2% of the population belonged to non-aboriginal visible mi-
norities. The largest visible minority (Z>%{ EX %) groups in Canada are South Asian
(4% ) ,Chinese (3.9% ) and Black (2.5% ).

In 2006,51.0% of Vancouver’s population and 46.9% of Toronto’s population were
visible minorities. In March 2005 , the visible minority population rose by 27. 2% . Statis-
tics Canada projected that people of non-European origins will constitute a majority in
both Toronto and Vancouver by 2012. According to a 2005 forecast by Statistics Canada,
the proportion of visible minorities in Canada could rise as high as 23% by 2017. A sur-
vey released in 2007 reveals that almost one in five Canadians (19. 8% ) are foreign

born. Nearly 60% of new immigrants hail from Asia (including the Middle East).

Climate

The climate of Canada is changeable. Average winter and summer high temperatures
across Canada vary according to the location. Winters can be harsh in many regions of the
country , particularly in the interior and Prairie provinces, which experience a continental
climate ,where daily average temperatures are near — 15°C , but can drop below —40°C
with severe wind chills. In noncoastal regions, snow can cover the ground almost six
months of the year ( more in the north). Coastal British Columbia is an exception; it
enjoys a temperate climate ,with a mild and rainy winter.

On the east and west coasts ,average high temperatures are generally in the low 20 C,
while between the coasts, the average summer high temperature ranges from 25 to 30°C ,

with occasional extreme heat in some interior locations exceeding 40°C.

National Symbols and Famous Figures

The national flag of Canada is the Maple Leaf flag, and the national anthem is O
Canada’.

Canada’s National symbols are influenced by natural, historical, and First Nations
sources. The use of the maple leaf as a Canadian symbol dates to the early 18th century.
The maple leaf is depicted on Canada’s current and previous flags,on the penny,and on

5
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the Coat of Arms. Other prominent symbols include the beaver, Canada Goose, Common
Loon, the Crown,the Royal Canadian Mounted Police,and more recently, the totem pole
and Inukshuk.

Doctor Bethune joined the Chinese revolution and is always remembered in Chinese

history. Mark Rowswell® is another Canadian who is familiar with Chinese people.

Religions

Support for religious pluralism is an important part of Canada’s political culture. Ac-
cording to the 2001 census,77.0% of Canadians identify as being Christians; of this,
Catholics make up the largest group (43. 6% of Canadians). The-largest Protestant
denomination is the United Church of Canada (9.5% of Canadians) , followed by the
Anglicans (6.8% ) ,Baptists (2.4% ) ,Lutherans (2% ) ,and other Christians (4.4% ).
About 16.5% of Canadians declare no religious affiliation, and the remaining 6.3% are

affiliated with non-Christian religions, the largest of which is Islam (1.9% ) ,followed by
Judaism AR (1.1%).

Christianity* 77.0%
s Bk o o B s SRR R
Islam® 2.0%
PR T TR
Buddhism® 1.0%
e BB i o SR T e
Sikhism (7% 0.9%

Cultural Notes

1. the Greal Lakes: FENNEE AR EAFAL , 4 B4t F 0 L RRAKB . ENTHER/D
S5 H TR A R RS 5 L 2 AR B P A 22 KR . K B AR Yy
245 660 /A B, Bt R ERKIITRKKIR. tRREKIMRAKHIRE, A R KR
B b P 1 R o

2.0 Canada - (B INEKRY, BINERKEK, FFBIERMT

0O Canada! Our home and native land!



3. Mar

4. Chist

True patriot love in all thy sons command.

With glowing hearts we see thee rise,
The True North strong and free!

From far and wide,

O Canada,we stand on guard for thee.
God keep our land glorious and free!

O Canada,we stand on guard for thee.
O Canada,we stand on guard for thee.

ORI

LA IE v N

HATHI R b Skt !
Rl , BiREE
HEOTT S, EH B,

58K L B B AL Z 3!

T AR—L, ) fngER !
FATHESLH By !

EEHE EERE,

W1 R, FATTHESL 37 By !
Wt R, FATHESL 3By !

| 55 - BEHR, MERAN. FXEAF K,
EJZ%JEP@% PLSNFERE S T o

cistianity IR B (FIMERBREEE RO BRI B RSB RIEH
HOLRIREEHREEH . HREHELMFTEL 21. 4 LEE, A A EER
ZHFRH . FWEERFET AT B EH A RS X R AR 2.

5. lslan  RET 28 EFTRABEAR N AL TZE BIIARE E LN EE. 7
Z2 T 22 B AN GEFR g “ BBHTAK” (Muslim, B “ M E ") o 7 HEHIGE T RIH{A
i, HEMABEREF AL, P ZBRMF =R EZ—, Pl 2R W
G A AERN KM o #UE] 2008 4F)E, PH 2 BB LA 15 12.

6. Buddhism . M3, R = KFHZ —, AR/ 42 Z A TTAT F k20 BN R
Bt T (A RIHREER) EFHTE), AN X Fr AR e, BB BN E AN
JERET UM EER, B8 TEEH P2 H0RA R =R
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Tasks after reading

[ . Short-answer questions

Answer the following questions. Write no more than three words for each answer.
1. Which is the capital city of Canada?

2. Which is the biggest city in Canada?

3. What type of climate is that of Canada classified as?

4. What’s the largest visible minority groups in Canada?

5. How many Canadians are identified as being Christians?

Il . True/False/Not Given

Decide the following statements true . false or not given in the passage.
1. Canada lies in North America.

2. Canada is the world’s largest country.

3. Canada has a long coastline.

4. The use of the maple leaf as a Canadian symbol dates to the
early 10th century.

5. The largest ethnic group in Canada is French.

[l[. Complete the following sentences with appropriate words in the correct form.

) = . S _— -

] g(:ll(;l;dli vary influence locate follow cover range total consist occupy

1. Canada is a country most of northern North America.

2. Canada’s National symbols are by natural, historical , and First Nations
sources.

3. The Great Lakes are in eastern North America.

4. Average winter and summer high temperatures across Canada according to

the location.
. On the east and west coasts,average high temperatures are in the low 20C.
. Between the coasts,the average summer high temperature from 25 to 30°C.
. Snow can the ground almost six months of the year.
. According to the 2009 census, the population of Canada was 33,610,000.
. The largest of which is Islam (1.9% ), by Judaism (1.1% ).

0. Since the last ice age,it has of eight distinct forest regions.

— 0 00 N QN W
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Vocabulary
territory/'teritari/ n. 47 £
semi-arid/'sem(a)i//'aerid/ adj. ¥F %
denomination/di,nomi'neifan/n. F ik , # ik
hemisphere/'hemi,sfia/n. ¥ 3k

Pre-reading: Tell as much as you know about the followings.

New South Wales Queensland South Australia Tasmania Victoria
Western Australia

Australia

Location and Area

Australia, officially the Commonwealth of Australia',is a country in the Southern
Hemisphere comprising the continental mainland ( the world’s smallest) , the island of Tas-
mania (¥R 5) ,and numerous smaller islands in the Indian and Pacific Oceans.
Neighboring countries include Indonesia, East Timor,and Papua New Guinea to the north,
the Solomon Islands, Vanuatu,and New Caledonia to the north-east,and New Zealand to
the southeast.

Australia’s landmass of 7,617,930 square kilometres is on the Indo-Australian Plate.
Surrounded by the Indian and Pacific oceans, Australia is separated from Asia by the Arafu-
ra and Timor seas. The world’s smallest continent and sixth largest country by total area,
Australia—owing to its size and isolation—is often dubbed the “island continent” and vari-
ably considered the world’s largest island. Australia has 34,218 kilometres of coastline (exclu-
ding all offshore islands) and claims an extensive Exclusive Economic Zone of 8,148,250
square kilometres. This exclusive economic zone does not include the Australian Antarctic
lerritory .

Australia has six states—New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia, Tasmania,
Victoria,and Western Australia—and two major mainland territories—the Northern Terri-
tory and the Australian Capital Territory (ACT)?. In most respects these two territories

function as states,but the Commonwealth Parliament can override any legislation of their

9




ZEERHM S S3LHR
A SURVEY OF MAJOR
ENGLISH-SPEAKING COUNTRIES

parliaments. By contrast,federal legislation only overrides state legislation in certain areas
that are set out in Section 51 of the Australian Constitution ; state parliaments retain all re-
sidual legislative powers, including powers over education, police, the judiciary, roads,
public transport,and local government.

The nation’s capital city is Canberra,located in the Australian Capital Territory (ACT).

Population

Most of the estimated 22 million Australians are descended from colonial-era (%8 &
HiATHH ) settlers and post-Federation immigrants from Europe, with almost 90% of the
population being of European descent. For generations, the vast majority of both colonial-
era settlers and post-Federation immigrants came almost exclusively from the British Isles,
and the people of Australia are still mainly of British or Irish ethnic origin. In the 2006
Australian Census,the most commonly nominated ancestry was Australian (37.13% ),
followed by English (31.65% ) ,Irish (9.08% ) ,Scottish (7.56% ) ,Italian (4.29% ),
German (4.09% ) ,Chinese (3.37% ) ,and Greek (1.84% ).

Australia’s population has quadrupled ( PUf% f#J) since the end of World War I,
spurred by an ambitious immigration program. Following World War II and through to 2000,
almost 5.9 million of the total population settled in the country as new immigrants ,meaning
that nearly two out of every seven Australians were born overseas. Most immigrants are
skilled ,but the immigration quota includes categories for family members and refugees.

In 2001 , the five largest groups of the 23. 1% of Australians who were born overseas
were from the United Kingdom ,New Zealand , Italy, Vietnam ,and China. Following the ab-
olition of the White Australia policy in 1973, numerous government initiatives have been
established to encourage and promote racial harmony based on a policy of multicultural-
ism. In 2005 ~2006 ,more than 131,000 people emigrated to Australia, mainly from Asia
and Oceania. The migration target for 2006 ~ 2007 was 144,000. The total immigration
quota for 2008 ~2009 is around 300,000—its highest level since the Immigration Depart-
ment was created after World War II.

In common with many other developed countries, Australia is experiencing a demo-
graphic shift towards an older population,with more retirees and fewer people of working
age. In 2004 ,the average age of the civilian population was 38. 8 years. A large number of
Australians (759,849 for the period 2002 ~2003) live outside their home country.

10



