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Preface

Since 1995, criminal procedure in Taiwan has entered a phase of rapid
changes, notably the criminal justice reform in 1999 that adopted the adversary
system. These changes pose immediate challenges to academia and the law
profession. This book is a collection of my previously published articles related
to these changes in, for example, search and seizure, preventive detention,
deferred prosecution, cross examination, expert witness system, etc.

There is a purpose for the existence of any system, and the legal system
is no exception. The purpose of the legal system is to appropriately handle
conflicts. If conflicts cannot be resolved, or if the system fails to win the
confidence of the public, then it is due for reform. The process of reform would
undoubtedly encounter obstacles. Such obstacles often result from inadequate
understanding of the legal system. It is hoped that this book will contribute to
knowledge and to the understanding of the legal system, hence a decrease in the
hurdles for legal reform.

I am grateful to Professor George Fisher of the Stanford Law School,
as well as Professor and Chair Haun Saussy of the Comparative Literature
Department at Stanford University. Professor Fisher provided me the
opportunity to learn about American evidence and to observe the local court
processes, while Professor Saussy enabled me to research on the influence of
law and literature on each other. I especially thank my students Ching-Bin Liu,
attorney-at-law and Mr. Yi-Tai Chiang, my teaching assistants Ms. Fang-Yu Lin
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( and Mr. Her-Ly Tseng for proofreading the manuscript, but I alone assume full

responsibility for all errors.

On a personal note, my son Jack Chen and daughter Jenny Chen have
both accompanied me during the writing process. Their support has provided
inspiration and comfort. [ am also grateful to my good friends Gracie Chen, M. A.
and Dr. Maria Chee. They each helped take care of my children in northern and
southern California so that I might concentrate on my research and writing.
In addition, through Gracie’s encouragement I became a baptized Christian.
I started to study the Bible in more depth and humility. I came to realize the
insignificance and limits of humankind, and experience the importance of

tolerance. Praise be to the Lord.

Liching Chang & & %
At Stanford Law School, California
August 2003
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