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PRECIS

(ELHREZ)

Liu Shi—Pei is one of the most important academic
masters in modern China. In the perspective of the Chi-
nese academic transformation from the traditional to the
modern, Liu Shi—Pei’s academic achievements and aca-
demic position are appraised and described.

In chapter one to four,the focus of description is put
on the complex life of Liu Shi—Pei:from a successor of a
well —learned and famous family to a vanguard of the
nationalist democratic revolution,from the vanguard to a
traitor who seeked refuge with Qing dynasty and attached
himself to Yuan Shi — Kai. In chapter five to nine,Liu’s
academic achievements in the field of Confucian Classic
learning, historiography, Zhi scholars and philology are
appraised and analysed. His academic limitations are ana-
lysed also.

The main conclusions are:

1) The coming of the transition of Chinese learning
from the traditional to the modern is driven not only by

the New Text confucian classic school,but also by the ac-
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ademic transformation of the Confucian Philological School in Qian Jia
Period and its successors.

2) Basing upon their academic and cultural background, Lin Shi—
Pei and Zhang Tai—Yan put forward their particular stand of political
revolution and academic revolution, their cultural stand is for the na-
tional essence.

3) In the development of the idea of the national essence, Liu
Shi—Pei drew a wrong conclusion: he admired anarchism. It is the mix
of wrong ideas and his own vain character that made Liu Shi—Pei be-
come a traitor. And his positive academic thinking is restricted by his
political faults.

4)In his later life, Liu’s personal expectation is to be a master in
the Confucian Classic learning. Although he did make certain achieve-
ments in the Confucian Classical learning, he had gone astray from his
own aim of academic revolution. So far as the later thoughts are con-
cerned Liu Shi—Pei can not be mentioned with Zhang Tai—Yan in the
same breathe.

In the modern Chinese culture, Liu Shi-—Pei Phenomenon is a phe-
nomenon which should make scholars deep in thinking. The particular
character of this phenomenon is the corruption of an accademic life of
an academic master with a great expectation, who,owing to the lure of
vanity for fame and interests, discarded his own fundamental stand and
took part in the political speculation actively. It is a lesson for all the
scholars that only through the cultivation of academic characters, and
only through the scientific combianation between learning and social
reality, Chinese academic development can have a bright and hopeful

future.
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