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This textbook is a beginners’ teaching material specially compiled for foreigners to learn
Chinese characters. For foreigners who have just begun to learn Chinese characters, the most
important thing is not how many characters they’ve learned or how fast they are learning, but
to acquire a clear and steady concept of the characters. Therefore, this textbook is focusing on
introducing the basic concepts of Chinese characters using the language that the students can
understand, and paying close attention to the relationship between Chinese characters and the
Chinese language. We hope the users, by using this textbook, can learn the basic knowledge
of Chinese characters, know how to analyze the characters and lay a foundation for the further
study of Chinese characters.

In order to reduce the difficulty, all the characters analyzed in this textbook and most
characters used in the exercises are strictly limited within the “Summary of All Characters
Used” (the most commonly used 200 characters). The “Summary of All Characters Used” is a
manually-intervened selection of characters from eight published tables of characters based on
frequency. The tables of Homophones, Polyphones, Comparison of Traditional and Simplified
Characters, Characters with Similar Forms, and Vocabulary in this textbook are all derived
from the “Summary of All Characters Used”. The table of Vocabulary, in particular, pays great
attention to the relationship between Chinese characters and the Chinese language, and the 340
words and phrases listed in it are all formed by characters from the “Summary of All Characters
Used”, making it a suitable vocabulary list for beginners.

The exercises in this textbook come in various types and large quantities, most of which
are innovatively designed based on foreigners’ characteristics in learning Chinese characters.
Exercises play a more significant role than the explanation of text in foreign language learning.
Therefore, the users must attach great importance to the session of exercises. We suggest that
except the copying exercise, other exercises should be completed in class and commented by
the teacher. The tables in each lesson are all specially designed according to the contents and
exercises in the lesson, which can be referred to when doing exercises.

The “Examination” covers the main contents of all the lessons. It can be used not only as
a test paper in class, but also as an assessment of learners’ proficiency in Chinese characters, no
matter learners who have taken this optional course or self-taught learners.

This textbook is designed to be used in the optional course for international students. We
suggest the teacher spend two class hours on each lesson, 1/3 on the lecture and 2/3 on the
exercises. A mid-term examination should be arranged after finishing the first seven lessons.

We sincerely look forward to your suggestions for the future revision of this textbook.

Ma Yanhua
January, 2017
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Lesson One

RNFRBEXBEOEERT AL,
R T W EEXF (bitoyl wénzi )o FFA
RXFHAFH (2xing) FF (2yin )
FX (2y1)e FEFERFLRARFHIL
FHyRiEEMETREL, RFFHR
AR TEE, do:

“UR” RFH, ‘0" 2FF, “you”
AFN;

“9FT OEFH, ‘hho’ £ F T,
“good” ZF L,

“UR”WFT M FHARR AER T
#HE

RERAZTEE S5 FRAALNA
pligdg, LTHkR, RFFHREAETR
KEM, M ERF I EARF FIK
A2 ¥ g L (jiggiwén ). 2 L (jinwén ),
N F (xiozhuan ). F 4 (nisha) Fedd$
(kdisha ), % $h&E A F 4 (cdosha ). 4T
F (xingsha )o #& 45 & AKX F #9454
Fiho THERFABLTHRF, do:

 RFREERXT

Chinese Characters Are ldeograms

The written form of the Chinese language
is represented by Chinese characters, which

are square-shaped ideograms. Each character

- has its form, pronunciation and meaning. The

pronunciation and meaning come from those of

- the Chinese word that the character is recording.

The form of the character does not indicate

~ the pronunciation directly. For example:

6 v

“4% is the form, “ni ” is the pronunciation,
and “you” is the meaning;

“¥F” is the form, “hao” is the pronunciation,
and “good” is the meaning.

The forms of “4&” and “%F” do not indicate
their pronunciations directly.

Chinese characters were created by Chinese
people over 3,500 years ago. Over thousands

of years the forms of Chinese characters have

- undergone great changes. There are five most

commonly-used fonts of characters in history.
They are the earliest jisgtiwén (inscriptions on
bones or tortoise shells), jinwén (inscriptions
on ancient bronze objects), xidozhuan (lesser
seal script), lisha (clerical script) and kdishu
(regular script). Besides these five, there are
also ctosha (cursive script) and xingshi (running
hand). Kaishi (regular script) is the standard
font of modern Chinese characters. Chinese
characters come in two forms: the traditional

form and the simplified form. For example:

1
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Rl 4 (yinshuatt ) A= 5 5 4k (shouxiéti)
A, EHEEXHLEKRF (fntia)

Fef@ A F (jignhuazi ) AAE,
FERRXFHRRF EALS S
B, £BZRAFBRRF, ERFRHL
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F, FEFFBEEHI, ARXFLER
EH G TFTAER LSS,
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Nowadays we can see printed and hand-
written characters, as well as traditional and
simplified characters.

The biggest feature of handwritten
characters is the ligature between strokes,
namely, the boundaries between strokes
are not clear. The simplified characters are
different from traditional characters mostly
because they have fewer strokes.

One character is written in one square, and
the distances between every two characters
are the same. Sentences of Chinese characters

are written from left to right.
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lable | Comparison of the Printed and Handwritten Forms of Chinese Characters

W g 2R A A K
e % A R A 4 &
L £ M Fe b
FS5H% A B % M %= 1
WEE 4k oKk B R
== R R E R
w4 2z % F OB AL
sk 4 2 04 ¥ K 4
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l'able 2 Comparison of the Simplified and Traditional Forms of Chinese Characters

k= X oL AR ot
whr i3 %ot 3L 4% | H
mE A 4 B W 8 R
e B & M BT &
L 0 U N
wir 42 4k R FH Ok fF
s @4 * == ] X o1&
sex  F R F 0 F & B
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S~ W Exercises

© SHTHAFORES. - e

Write down the number of characters in each sentence.

1. 4R 47! (LIARF) 7. ZASFA A, ( ARF)
2. 874, (| I ARF) 8. fe A (LI ARF)
3.&EXAR, (L ARF) 9.4 19, EARAEFIL? (I ARXF)
4. it (ARF) 10 ZAAGF A, (ARF)
5. 7% R, (L ARF) 1. 4R H 2 %57 (_ARF)
6 AR (LIARF) 2. & K 2, (L ARF)

= A7 EBHTAATRRTSRENRL,

Separate the characters in each sentence with /.

Example: &/ R/8 /5 /£,

1L ARZ G5 AD? 7. AR FPEA,

2L EREAAA, 8. REK LM,

3. REAFF, A—AFH, 9. HA ARk o

4. AR R ALY 10 RRERR,

5. #IAIRIR B R F 11. He2pt— & ILIiE
6. RELLPEE, 12. R 2B RF,



XFAT]

= B —ABE—ANE HBSAN, BYHESRENRT.

Circle the characters written in strict accordance with the rule “One square, one character”.

© . © 3 © @ 0.

Fx pig T . (i
&3 o 0 . _ 10) N
%2 ®loxy r © 8 i

AGFIRFHEREER,

Decide whether the following sentences are correctly written.

L A, () 7. 3R] F Ko (g =)
2. AE R, () 8. REXAEXHE, ()
3. A R, (- 3 9. FR%F! (")
4. K& « ) 10. fR# R T AL, C )
5. % JR%F) () 1. 3R, ZABAETIL? ()
6. ARMAR? () 12. ERAZF &Ko ()

U BRI E R ST,

Write down the characters according to the pinyin and meanings.

& Pinyin X = Character % X Meaning

1 ni you

2 hdo good, well

3 wo I, me

4 xing surname

5 jito to call, to name
6 rén person

7 zhong middle



& Pinyin iX = Character = ¥ Meaning
8 gud country
9 bu no
10 shi to be

T BRI EREY

Write down the pinyin and meanings of the following characters.

B Pinyin X% Character = X Meaning

1 #Ht
2 7
3 %
4 5
5 <+
6 5:1: 1
7 Ik
8 o
9 #,
10 4

o BHTIE AR,

Circle the simplified Chinese characters.

1. 4% 7. %X 13. %% 19. 1R
2.9 8. & 14. 3% 20. 3t
3. % 9. R, 15. & 21. *F
4. B 10. & 16. & 22. "R
5. % 11. £ 17. 7% 23.
6. i3 12. & 18. % 24, 4



XF A

o TN FEX R B RRAR N FHELR

Match the characters with their corresponding early pictographic forms.

1. B (r, sun) A Y
2. A (yue, moon) B.
3. 14 (shan, mountain ) C. @
4. 7K (shui, water) D. §
5. A (rén, person) E. ?
6. 2 (kdu, mouth) F. &
7. ¥ (shéu, hand) G. §
8. B (mu, eye) H. §
9. % (nit, cattle) L 2
10. 5 (yang, sheep) 1. ¥
11. & (nigo, bird) K. &
12. & (yq, fish) L. ¥
13. K (mu, tree) M. 8
14. % (nii, woman) N. &
15. M (wang, net) 0. )
16. I (bei, shell) P
17. & (za, foot) Q. W
18. & (ché, vehicle) R. {l
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Match the characters with their corresponding handwritten forms.

1. £, A 1t
2.4k B. B
3. T4
4. X D. %
5. 1% E. 3t
6. F F. 3
7. 3] G. &
8. P H. 4%
9. B I 1R
10. 3t J.
11. % K. ¥
12. ¥F . F

| BT S HRERAREIUEE R,

Write down the name of your country and your own name in Chinese.

4% E £ (name of your country ) s
]

R P A —j”": ( your Chinese name )



