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Chapter1 XiRl4

The UK is a unitary state governed under a constitutional monarchy and a

parhamentary system The full name of the country we are studying is the United Kingdom

of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. It is a
complicated name for what is in many ways a
complicated country. The UK is one nation,
with a single passport, and a single government
having sovereignty over it all, but as the full
name of the nation suggests, it is made up of
different elements. It includes four parts within
the one nation-state: the island of Great Britain
is made up of England, Scotland and Wales,
and Northern Ireland, a province on the
neighboring island of Ireland, completes the set.

| Each country of the United Kingdom has its

own system of administrative and geographic
demarcation, which often has origins before the
formation of the United Kingdom itself.

As for their geographic distribution, we all
know that the UK is an island group in Western
Europe, islands constituting the island of the
Great Britain and the north-eastern part of the

island of Ireland and many smaller islands. Britain — the largest island is the location for
the separate countries of England, Scotland and Wales. England lies on the southern eastern
part of the island of Great Britain. Scotland lies to the north of England, and Wales joins it

on the west. Northern Ireland lies
across the Irish Sea to the west,
sharing the island of Ireland with the
Republic of Ireland.

This distinction between the
four constituent countries is only
one, and perhaps the simplest, of the
differences which divide the United
Kingdom. It has been already
pointed out that the UK is now a
multiracial society, and these quite
recent groups of immigrants have
brought aspects of their own cultures
with them which sit side by side with
more traditionally Britain ways of
life. In this chapter, we are going to
offer more details on the four
countries of the UK, namely England,
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Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland respectively in terms of their geographic,
administrative and cultural features.

JEERAER LRI SHIELE PR E K. TR T
B )RR KA AL Z /R 21 EH. XANMRRMS FRAXNMES T HHIRE
A E RN KEE—ME - DRIE R ER— AKWE%T
KIEZK, B, REXNEROS T RN —F, EREARKSIRN. € (35
RAFNE AL R /R Z e £ D BRI KA, h 9 =, f%iﬁ@%
TR, URIERI/RZE, SRAFNGE BT ZR =5 ER—ME, Al 2K
HXK. REMSENEEHE 8 CRTBS BRI X, X0 EERRTRE E
IRl FEE BT o

KT HEELN Sy, BATERFE S E R — UK S E, BRATE . BIRZH R
JbE S b 2N B . P AERMRBE KR RATIEE L, Ao, T2 58
IRte TERE AL T RANSURS AR I8, T5h 257 T 9A% 22k, BUR BT 3EM 2
P JERIRZEMLTR/RZMHITEHE, S5R/RZICMEILFRM TR/R A8 L.

DU 22 (8] R A — A, X ER VR R R 0 o P e ) R g e S R — A
SMRIEZ, EEFER, XEBRAKR T IARKKSNL, X 5E5R 5%
EAEFET A AT, RITHARK M AILE RN T T
=, BUREAAER /R 2, EEANGUXD X B, TS UL,

New Words
1. monarchy ['monoki] n. FFBUAEFHEEFBHR

2. parliamentary [|pa:lo'ment(e)r1] adj. WaH:; EESM; #HWNESH

3. sovereignty ['sovrinti] n.EA; EEREPG BEEHNE; BAZEE

4. administrative [od'ministrativ] adj.BEM); TEH

5. constituent [ken'stitjvent] n.%r; MRER; CGEXK) ER
adj. ZHRHT; HRLE)

6. multiracial [ maltar're1f(o)l] adj. ZFHIEH
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Notes

Scotland: 7R =2, B AAFIEKILF /R ZEA EEMBUAEAZ —, M FRRATAE
. AFNESAEE, g, REALE, RIES5EILSHISWE. £, KEE
WA, FHIRKTEE.

Wales: JB/Rt, RAAPFIBRILE/RZBA EEKBUAEAZ —, HRABTRKE,
i XI TRk, A BRI, JEREE/R2ENE, ERAE KR NKX.

Northern Ireland: JbE/R>=, BADFITKLICFE /R ZBE EERBUGEHZ —, £f
TERZHFRIE, HFEIURENR. tEhEET, AEZ L. EEMREHE
M. EWHIRGHE, AR 396 P ToK, REEBKIMIE, Brkmhibl. BEEE
S

Republic of Ireland: Z/R=FLHME, FARFE/RZ", B AFHEKEINSILAHE
x, TIRKPEE, RER/R=E, SEEREHE, RI6EE B rEE.
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1.1 England
Population(2015) 53,499,000 ( UK total 64,456,631 )
Area 130,423 km? ( UK total 241,752 km? )

Englandis  acountrythat ispartof the United  Kingdom. It  shares
land borders with Scotland to the north and Wales to the west. The Irish Sea lies northwest
of England and the Celtic Sea lies to the southwest. England is separated from continental
Europe by the North Seato the east and the English Channel to the south. The country
covers much of the central and southern part of the island of Great Britain, which lies in
the North Atlantic and includes over 100 smaller islands such as the Isles of Scilly, and
the Isle of Wight.

England is physically the largest one in the four nations, and it shows dominance over
the other three nations in terms of area, population, economy and culture, which has the
result that people in foreign countries sometimes make the mistake to talk about England
when they mean the UK. And people in England sometimes make that mistake too, but
people in the other three nations would always prefer to be called British, Scottish, Irish or
Welsh rather than English. Therefore, the English feel most British of the four nations, and
have the weakest sense of themselves as a separate “English” culture as compared with the
other three nations.

In terms of the history of England, the earliest known evidence of human presence in
the area now known as England was that of Homo antecessor, dating to approximately
780,000 years ago. The oldest primitive human bones discovered in England date from
500,000 years ago. With the long development history, Britain history has been a history of
invasions. Before the first century AD Britain was made up of many tribal kingdoms of
Celtic people: a powerful culture originating in central Europe. The in 43AD Britain was
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invaded by the Roman empire, and
England and Wales became a part of the
Roman empire for nearly 400 years. As the
Roman empire came under threat from the
east, the Roman armies and Roman
protection were withdrawn from Britain,
and Britain was again divided into small
kingdoms, and again it came under threat
from outside, this time from Germanic
peoples: the Angles, and the Saxons. Those
Anglo-Saxons invaders were the forefather
of the English, the founders of “Angle-land” or “England” as it has become known. Then
some other groups of invaders were to come after the English such as the Normans, from
northern France. All of these invasions history made up the England.

With regard to geographic view, England consists mostly of lowland terrain which
mostly comprises low hills and plains, especially in the central and southern part. However,
there are uplands in the north and in the southwest. The upland in the moors of the Pennine
Chain in the north region, known as the “backbone England”, the oldest range of mountains
in the country divides northern England into western and eastern sectors.

The ports of London, Liverpool, and Newcastle lie on the tidal rivers Thames, Mersey
and Tyne respectively. At 354 km, the Severn is the longest river flowing through England. It
empties into the Bristol Channel and is notable for its Severn Bore tidal waves, which can
reach 2 meters in height. However, the longest river entirely in England is the Thames,
which is 346 km in length. There are many lakes in England; the largest is Windermere,
within the Lake District in the North West..

England has a temperate maritime climate: it is mild with temperatures not much lower
than 0 °C in winter and not much higher than 32 °C in summer. The coldest months are
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January and February, the latter particularly on the English coast, while July is normally the
warmest month. The weather is damp relatively frequently and is changeable. Important
influences on the climate of England are its proximity to the Atlantic Ocean.

It is a highly urbanized country, with 80% of its population living in cities, and only
2% of the population working in agriculture. Its largest city is the capital, London, which is
dominant in the UK in all fields such as government, finance, and culture. London is located
at the southeast of England. It is also the largest metropolitan area in the United Kingdom
and even in the European Union by most measures. With a long history, London is also one
of the most bustling financial cities in the world famous for its commercial and
manufacturing industries. Birmingham is the second largest city in England which located
the southern of the
Pennine Chain. And the
hub of transportation in
England — Manchester.
Other major cities in
England also include
Liverpool and Newcastle.

Different from other
three parts in the UK
which have their own
devolved government,
England is governed by
the Parliament of the
United Kingdom. In
today’s England, it exists
four levels of
administrative  division
that ranged from Region, County, District and Parish. And including London, the whole
England is decided into nine regions at the highest level. The regions are each made up of a
number of countries and districts. Then the parish is the lowest level of division which
exercised in parts of England. However, these divisions plays only a limited role in public
policy.

R ZREERN—HS. ERAei Sk 28R, A SEURME, WmIEEE
FIOREWE, VERNIURKRE. LUR, M= 5RRMNKRFRILEMHE, L, 5REH
WIEARRE . B IR T RSB TAER R, hEAHE . MERE a2
By 2 R — R rh o0 S B A X

g R E A FE X AR KK, RN, BEAORS, 5F&KE,
AL KX . B, SBURZSME AR = RN RS EE.
AR EETAE MMM R A, HAE= TR EAN, 27 EERA
AFIBAN . AN BRZABEB/R LN, MAREEAN. Frl5HAAM=AHX
A, Jekg 2230 LTS3 E SR — 1.

KT R, R B RRUEYE, KT REZHAZEBHEIRYL I\
TFEUET. SRMMEEENRENTHREEWE H+IELUE. E-ARNRRNE
t, KAFUGIH P R — BRI 8. AT —HAaT, HEBIUREARFS

7
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LR, XIS SEIR. ATTRT+ =4, KEEY 5%
EAR, FEZEEURE—HWY SHE S TENEF. 5D SWERRE Z
O F AR S T 7 [ OR300 A DS S, SR B RO N EE, I BERE
BFISMRRO B, X RRHERA, Wl 2 ST . XS RS
FREEMMSL, Rt B IR KRBT RS . 25, HAh
B — LRGBS )E T R E, Aok BEEEACEKIE R BN P KX L2 m 5
ER T R

B THISARFE T T, Sek b S Mt 2Kt E, 2RISR, ik
L2 m SR, AbE0 A0 et B T Ll K SRR O T 22 KR HE”, ﬁAE%
BB 0 L L FoRs B AR 3 DX 2 2 2R P AN 4

BB FIYEAA - RHU/R ARG L. BRI B R . AT =R
KHNAR R ZE SO, 2K 354 TK. BEANRAHE/RIER, ©URRREPKIE
MW E S . R, TGRSR 5 A BRI, 21K 346 ToK, R ZIEA
THARDS » ORI 2 A7 T PG Ak 0980 X AR A oK R o

TG ORI AR AFRANEE, REREFRREUL, REBEASET
=+ SRBRE. —ZARA, CARH. REAMNEEZ . FEEATFRE RIS
AR ERRR .

WHEAE D)\ KT QAE 22 — W FARME A 5 R — A BT AL
MEXR. ERAKBTREENEHCE, EEBAR. &M, XUEEANTEAL T
PSEHAL . RHATE T IR TR, MEAREREH, RN thRRESERERK
RIRE X, EAUGLEA, AR ERFETHem+t Oz —, FURKE
FRYRE b 55 X b 42 T, AAVE T3 7 L K R A A A S R DA 2L SR Kk, 3R
& ZRAER AR AV, A AR — L BT AR A A R RTR

ERE, g2 5HMb=1F 8 Clr BRBNKIXAR, EZEREUSE
B EEEHE, s, SRR N UM ARFRTERER, Efang: K
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B AR BRI 5> AV Z ZIERAIX . BRI B E R RN 5r, A RAE SR 22 1 H0
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New Words

1. dominance ['dominons] n. 0¥ #EHl; BFH

antecessor [ @nti'sesa] n. JEAT#E: (F) #H%k

invader [in'verda(r)] n. RIEARMZERN (BREZXK) ; RIEHE

terrain [to'rein] n. HfE; Huir; Hh#

maritime [‘maritaim] adj. ¥R BHEK; BEH; MR

urbanized ['o:bonaizd] adj. YRTHIALHI; AEVE TR EH T TIER
metropolitan [metra'polit(e)n]  adj. KIETATHI; KABSH; ALK n. KA
BRH IR KEH

e B
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Notes

The Celtic Sea: FU/REFFHE, BAFEN—NER, ML TR/REZMEH.

The North Sea: IR AFEEFRIAGNE, 7 TRRMKRFKTEIL, HAANFIHE.
WELHE., WROMET LS. HE2LBMTERKARER, mHR 57x104km’, K
o A ERHE KRGS, FIKERAF 96m.

English Channel: S AIMFBE, N AR g, &2 03 E SRR KRG F77:E |
HEBEKFE SRR, Bk 560 A8 (350 8H) , 240 22 (150 &H) ,
BB A A X RR 2 /R e, VT 34 A8 (21 B . EENZH/R5EEK NSRS
I AHEE

Roman empire: & 5% E (AJUHT 27 F—AT6 395 F; AT LHE, AJ6395F
—/ATC 476 F; RE LR E, AT 395 F—ATC 1204 £F, AT 1261 F—/ATT 1453 4E),
EXEM AR ST AR, PERBEHRAKRE. Bk, 2HTSCHK—IHE.

Anglo-Saxons: #A&E-HIT BN ATREHIEE (Anglos) FHHIEH (Saxons)
ANRESGEHRIE, & —1EE6HE, BEAREARELHIE 1066 FifBMERZ
&, EFETFAAFIBARTMETHMX, F£EF. R LHENREK. S8 2EEM
EX RO HamEMNEHZ (AngeD) , FRNHBEREEFRMAREE, FErdALEE
EHEMRE R—TENNAZBEEENHERRE, EEE =AM,

Liverpool R4, Ik =FILHE—MEOWT, EEBNAWT, TR
Fadk 325 A8, RAXEIUCHT 2 /DB 40 2% KEELEILH L, HEE K,
AR sET . it R 3E &I Waterfront /& Albert Dock. #3k+. Tate EARMH
MAEEYENRS, THBFMARE, FFLAMREE. TBT. EFHRAT.
ARt Philharmonic HR/T, A —FrREAfBL KZBERFIVHKRE.

Newcastle: AR#T/RTiTRIHE 2 20 HEBZHIAHIRTZ —, ELRAFRLT/RK
LARELT L, ZTHERBFHAE LEBTRESHTTPERP—. A+
IR BRI (English Core Cities Group) 2 —. A KH/RAE ALK A&
M “HmHA”  (Geordies) .

the Pennine Chain: 7 ILIfKIH&E “MMEB LAK” . FEE TR =0 EZ LK
K, MIACER R R B A B AR R A, BEdLEEM 241 A B, KT
BIRER 48 A,
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1.2 Scotland
Population(2015) 5,300,000 ( UK total 64,456,631 )
Area 77,080 km? ( UK total 241,752 km? )
Scotland is a country that is part of the United Kingdom and covers the northern third
of the island of Great Britain. It shares a border with England to the south, and is otherwise
o : : g surrounded by the Atlantic Ocean,
with the North Sea to the east and
the North Channel and Irish Sea to
the south-west. In addition to the
mainland, the country is made up
of more than 790 islands, including
the Northern Isles and the Hebrides.
It is the second largest one in the
four nations, both in population
and in geographical area.
In terms of the geographical
characters, Scotland is the most
rugged part of the UK, with areas
of sparsely populated mountains and lakes in the north (The Highlands), and in the south
(The Southern Uplands). The highest
peak of the UK locates in the northern
highlands. The central Lowlands are the
location of the Firth of Clyde in the west
and the Firth of Fourth in the east.
Three-quarters of the population lives in
the lowland zone which spans the
country between these two highland
areas. The central region is also main
farming district in Scotland and boasts
several large cities, including Edinburgh
and Glasgow, and the ninety percent of
Scottish population.
The climate of Scotland is temperate
and oceanic, and tends to be very changeable As it is warmed by the Gulf Stream from the
; Atlantic, it has much milder winters (but
cooler, wetter summers) than areas on
similar latitudes, such as Labrador,
southern Scandinavia and the Moscow
region in Russia on the opposite side of
Eurasia. The west of Scotland is usually
warmer than the east, owing to the
influence of Atlantic ocean currents and
the colder surface temperatures of the
North Sea. The western highlands of
Scotland are the wettest, with annual
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