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Philippine Jin Nan Institute

Philippine Jin Nan Institute was established by the Hong Men Association in 1935 as Hong Guang School. It started as an
elementary school complete with nursery and kindergarten. Its first principal Mr. Yang Jing Tong, himself a very educated person,
had a very thorough understanding of what education was all about. The school’s objectives were: to promote the Hong Men spirit
and nurture students with a deep sense of social responsibility and pursuit of truth, while training them to have a good grasp of
objective realities, independent minded and possess the virtues of friendliness and helpfulness.

When the Japanese invaded China, Jin Nan students supported the anti-Japanese resistance by staging anti-Japanese plays and
raising funds through bazaars and solicitations. When the Japanese occupied the Philippines, many Jin Nan students joined the
guerilla war against the invaders and made the ultimate sacrifice, thus with their youth and blood wrote a glorious chapter in the

history of Jin Nan.

Jin Nan insisted on an egalitarian policy in educating the youth, and most of its students came from middle and upper class
families. In 1969, the school constructed the Hong Men Bridge that connected Alvarado Street to Nueva and Ongpin Streets to

make it more convenient for the students to go to school.

The school’s administration was led by the Board of Directors, while academic and other school matters were managed by the
principal and superintendents of the English and Chinese Departments. The English curriculum followed the one mandated by
the Department of Education, while the Chinese curriculum was more flexible and was based on the students’ Chinese language
abilities, considering the different needs of the new migrants and the local born students. Pinyin was also taught. In general,

Chinese language instruction put emphasis on improving the students’ abilities to understand and speak Chinese.

At present, the Chinese speaking class makes use of materials provided by the Hanban and Confucius Institute Headquarters,
including Hanyu Leyuan (Paraiso ng Wikang Tsino), Kuaile Hanyu (Learning Chinese Happily) and the textbook published in
Taiwan - Yi Qian Zhi Xue Huayu (Learning Chinese in 1000 Characters). These materials are very much welcomed by teachers and
students, as they combine the use of audio-video materials complete with music, enabling the students to learn in a fun and easy
way. In recent years, our Chinese teachers were guided by experienced supervisors from China. As a result, we are reaping the

fruits in our Chinese language instruction, and our graduates are highly valued when they move on to high school.

As the world entered the 21st century, many countries pushed for E-education. In order to help our students adapt to the new
environment, our school provided computers in every classroom to enable our students learn faster through multi-media. For the
kindergarten, we started using the Multimedia Enrichment Program of MiKids International to teach English (with emphasis on
conversation and proper pronunciation), math (with emphasis on logical thinking and computing skills), sciences (with emphasis
on developing the scientific spirit and the thirst to learn and explore new things), and ethics, with the aim of producing graduates

who are both knowledgeable and possessing good moral character.

Philippine Jin Nan Institute shall persevere in training and producing high level graduates with solid foundation in Filipino,
English and Chinese, who will someday become Filipino citizens with the best characteristics of Chinese culture, so that they may

serve the bigger Philippine society and contribute to fostering Philippines-China relations.
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