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Abstract

As an interdisciplinary study involved early Chinese history, paleography,
philology, archaeology, and modern technology, this project has made a series
of innovative contributions to the reconstruction of early Chinese history, the
reexamination of the pre-Qin transmitted texts, and the conservation of bamboo
manuscripts.

This book contains parts of the most important accomplishments of this
project.

This project is based on the reorganization, conservation and research of the
bamboo slips collected by Tsinghua (Qinghuajian 7% # fi ). Therefore, this book consists
of two parts. One is reorganization which makes the transcription and notes of
the texts in Bamboo Manuscripts of the Warring States Period in the Tsinghua
University Collections, Volumes I~V (Qinghua daxue cang Zhanguo zhujian %
# & B 5 B Bl 47 il ¥ £ # # ). While the other one is conservation and research
which introduce the lastest results in researching and conserving the bamboo
slips.

There are 21 chapters with 435 slips in Vol. I~1V, including 10 chapters of shu & or
shu-like manuscripts, 3 chapters of shi # or shi-like manuscripts, 2 chapters of yi %
manuscripts, 6 chapters of historical manuscripts (shi ¥ ), etc.. Among them, however,
only 4 chapters of shu (i.e. Jinteng 4 & , Huangmen £ [ , Zhaigong % /> and some
parts of Chengwu #2 §% ) can be found in the transmitted texts. In other words, none
of the others has been recorded before. This finding has greatly enriched the
content of the pre-Qin classics and historical texts. To truthfully introduce the
reorganizing process of Tsinghua bamboo-slip manuscripts, this book completely
cites the transcriptions the original reports with notes. To complete this project,

each scholar took charge of one single chapter, then the whole team discussed
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and modified the contents together for many times. At last, Prof. Li Xueqin, the
principal editor, finalized the entire book.

These four volumes of Tsinghua bamboo-slip manuscripts mainly consist of
classics and historical texts. Especially Xinian % # has played a role in the reconstruction
of early Chinese history as important as Zhushu jinian 15 & 4. % , which was excavated
in Jin Dynasty. Part Il “Tsinghua Bamboo-slip Manuscripts and Research on
Early Chinese History” provides new explanations and solutions on a series of
doubting issues on ancient legends and the history of Zhou Dynasty, laying a
solid foundation for the reconstruction of early Chinese history.

Through multidisciplinary study, the reorganization, conservation, and
research of Tsinghua bamboo-slip manuscripts have achieved fruitful results in
the fields of transmitted and excavated texts studies, paleography and antiquities
conservation. These achievements are introduced in Part I1I “Texts, Graphs and
Conservation”. By the study on the manuscripts, some long-existing debates on
transmitted texts can be concluded. For instance, it can be proved that Guwen
Shangshu + X % % was a pseudograph. Some newly discovered graphs in Tsinghua
bamboo-slips manuscripts provide clues to identify many difficult and puzzling
graphs. Besides, the salvage conservation of bamboo slips, the study of slip forms
and the trace of the oblique line cut across the slips on the back side, contribute
greatly to the research on ancient writing materials like silk scrolls, bamboo slips
and wooden tablets.

The “Dual Attestation Methodology™ (erchong zhengjufa — & 3% #% % ) has been applied
as the key method throughout this project. Limited by space, this book only
contains some of the project’s achievements. Tsinghua bamboo-slip manuscripts
will be studied by generations and generations. Therefore, this project of the

reconstruction of early Chinese history is only the first step of a long journey.
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