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FOREWORD BY DIRECTOR OF
THE PALACE MUSEUM

Jixiang Shan

Director of the Palace Museum

During the celebration of the centennial of the Royal On-
tario Museum, the exhibition The Forbidden City: Inside the
Court of China’s Emperors was presented a long way from the
Palace Museum in the beautiful land of Canada. This marked a
significant and memorial event in the history of collaborations
between the Palace Museum and the Royal Ontario Museum.

In the exhibition, more than 400 precious works of art were
sele&ted from over 1.8 million in the Palace Museum’s colle&ion.
Among these objects were some sent abroad for the first time,
thus providing a very rare opportunity for visitors in Canada. It
was also a very rare occasion for the Palace Museum to send such
a large-scale exhibition to North America, which lasted about half
a year at the Royal Ontario Museum and then toured to the Van-
couver Art Gallery for another three months. We are extremely
glad to know the people of Canada and North America at large
have enjoyed the celebration of this cultural heritage festival.

This well-prepared exhibition focused on the Ming and Qing
dynagties, which witnessed great achievements in traditional
Chinese culture, and was aimed at the lives of those who called
the Forbidden City home: the imperial families of the two dynas-
ties. The Palace Museum, once the imperial palace, is the home
of masterpieces of artistic treasures from different dynasties col-
le¢ted by Ming and Qing imperial families; thus it is well-known
worldwide for its unique and renowned collection—the best for
research and showcasing the best examples of Chinese traditional
art. By telling $tories about the lives of the imperial families in the
Forbidden City, following particular people, places, and events
in the Ming and Qing dynasties, the exhibition explored the gov-
erning strategies of the emperors and reconstructed the mysteries
of palace life during this period in time. The rich content and
vivid presentation successfully illustrated the core values of the
Chinese cultural traditions that the world is admiring today.

Deeply influenced and nurtured by the ancient huaxia tradi-
tions of human ¢pirits, Chinese culture today continues the tradi-
tions that have been rooted for thousands of years. Today is mir-
rored by yesterday, and tomorrow will be a reflection of today;
because of this, only by learning from the past can we understand
the present and plan for the future. In current multicultural com-
munities of the world, it is mutual respect and understanding
across cultures that form a foundation for promoting dialogue
and cooperation. This joint exhibition has built such a platform
for cultural communication, allowing the people of Canada to
familiarize themselves with Chinese traditional culture, and
therefore to better understand current China.

However, there is a time limit to every exhibition, thus dis-
play of the spectacular objects had to end. Fortunately, the two
museums agreed to publish this bilingual version of the exhibi-
tion catalogue for the joy of memory, as a record of the beautiful
artworks in the exhibition, and perhaps most importantly, for
furure research of Chinese culture and arts.

The success of this exhibition is the result of the joint effort
and diligent work of both our colleagues and the generous sup-
port from all the $ponsors in Canada. I would like to express my
sincere gratitude and wish for the cultural exchanges between
China and Canada to go wider and further!
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FOREWORD BY DIRECTOR OF
ROYAL ONTARIO MUSEUM

Mark Engstrom
Interim Director & CEO, Royal Ontario Museum

As the 21t century ushers in an integrated global culture,
the Royal Ontario Museum continues to conneé visitors to their
world and each other. This year marks the hundredth anniversary
of the ROM’s existence and we are proud to feature The Forbid-
den City: Inside the Court of China’s Emperors as our $pecial
Centennial exhibition. In collaboration with the Palace Museum,
the ROM brings to Canada the relics of a momentous chapter in
China’s long and fascinating history. For the first time, Canadians
will encounter treasures that were part of Chinese imperial life
for five centuries in a city strictly off-limits to all but the emperor,
his family, and thousands of his servants.

Our exhibition took visitors on a remarkable journey to the
heart of the Forbidden City, eventually to the personal study
of the emperor where few have ever been. With incredibly rare
artifacts from the Palace Museum, augmented by obje&s from
the ROM’s own renowned colle@ions, we told the extraordinary
$tories and revealed the chara&ers that, for centuries, made the
Forbidden City the compelling center of an immense empire.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Palace
Museum for their enormous support in this collaboration, which
has allowed us to bring many previously unseen treasures to To-
ronto. We are especially grateful to The Robert H. N. Ho Family
Foundation as the Presenting Sponsor and Manulife as the Lead
Sponsor for their generous support of this exhibition. As always,
we are indebted to the Louise Hawley Stone Charitable Trust for
their continued support of our publications, which has enabled
us to produce this exhibition guide.

[ would like to thank the exhibition’s lead curator Dr. Chen
Shen along with co-curator Dr. Wen-chien Cheng and advisory
curator Dr. Sarah Fee for the hard work and long hours they put
into the making of this exquisite exhibition. For centuries the
Forbidden City has fascinated the world, and we were extremely
pleased to begin our Centennial celebrations by bringing to our
visitors Chinese national treasures from this cultural and historic

landmark.
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