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Preface

After the WWII, almost all the Western European countries are facing
the same urgent task of economic reconstruction and recovery. They
desperately need foreign labors to join them due to the great casualties and
the decrease of the population during the war. Within this background, a
lot of Muslims from Middle East and North African countries came into
West Europe as migrant workers. They have made great contributions to the
economic recovery and state rebuilding of the Western European countries,
but they also cause some social problems at the same time. With the rapid
increase of the population in West Europe for the past decades, Muslims
has become the largest minority group in West Europe. With the expansion
of the population, the Muslims gradually realize the importance of political
participation. The political participation of Muslims is influenced by the
migration policy and Models of the host countries as well as the religious
belief and unique cultures of the ethnic minority group.

This dissertation will focus on Britain, France and Germany, the
three most influential West European countries with the most Muslim
population. Different migration Models provide different opportunities of
political participation for the Muslim communities. The ways of political

participation for the Muslims include both the traditional ways such as
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electoral politics and parliamentary politics as well as the non-traditional
ways like party politics, lobby groups and union politics. The Muslim
communities will focus on different way of participation at different period
of time. What’ more, as minority group with the belief of Islam, they pay
great attention to the political development of Middle East region due to the
common religious belief and culture.

Britain’s “Multiculturalism Model” provides very good external
environment for the political participation of the Muslim community which
respect the collective rights of the ethnic minority group and maintain their
ethnic cultural and religious belief. In the British political environment, the
British Muslim community makes full use of party politics, electoral politics,
organization politics and media politics and concentrates on the Middle East
affairs such as Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Iraq war and Muslim hajj. In the
past years, the British Muslim community’s practice in political participation
has enriched the meaning of this concept and obtained some good results.
Unlike the “Multiculturalism Model” of Britain, the “Assimilation Model”
of France doesn’t admit the collective rights of its domestic minority groups.
This model requires them abandon their own language and culture and be
assimilated by the French culture. Under this model, the ability of political
participation of Muslims has been greatly restricted. For French Muslims,
they mainly participate in French politics through electoral politics and
party politics, especially for the second and third Muslim generation,
they know how to make full use of their votes to participate in the life of
French politics. The influence of French Muslim in organization politics
and media politics is limited because of the “Assimilation Model”. The
migration model of Germany is called “the Guest Worker Model” which
regards the Muslims in Germany as temporary migrant workers who will go

back to their homeland one day so that the Germany government has never
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considered granting the Muslim community German citizenship. Under this
Model, Muslims in Germany can’t get German citizenship, so they can’t
vote in election which is a basic way of political participation. Among the
Muslim organizations in Germany, its fragmentation is so serious that it is
difficult to form a unified political agenda. And the influence of German
Muslim media on the government is also limited due to the language barrier
and the limitation of its own capacities.

As for the concern of the Muslim in West Europe for the Middle East
affairs, it is mainly because they want to exert a beneficial effect on the
Middle East policy of the host country for the Middle East countries through
political participation. Due to the different models of migration in Western
Europe and the differences of the countries of origin, British Muslims living
in the model of “multiculturalism” are the most active ones who express their
aspirations in the Middle East policy to British government out aloud. Their
focus on the Middle East is also more extensive, involving the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict, the Iraqi War, the Muslim pilgrimage and so on. Restricted in
French strict “Republican Assimilation” model, French Muslims’ influence
on French policy in the Middle East is far smaller than that of the British
Muslims. Palestinian-Israeli conflict seems to be the only issue that the
French Muslim can exert collective political mobilization among all the
Middle East political and security issues. The majority of German Muslims
are of Turkish origin. On political and security issues in the Middle East,
the German Turkish Muslims are mostly committed to urge the German
government to support Turkey’s policy which is so different from the

Muslims in the United Kingdom and France.
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