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Preface

“The 20th Century National Arts Collection and Donation Reward Program™ is a national cultural program
designed o collect the works of artists who have made outstanding achievements in art activities and production
in the 20th century. Soon after it was proposed, it has attracted the attention and support of the PRC’s Ministry of
Culture, department of Art. This program of the National Art Museum of China (NAMOC) was warmly welcomed
by a number of veteran artists and family members of late artists. Some of them generously donated their own or
their family members” works: some gave all of their art collection, thus making a great contribution to the national
arts cause. The works not only embody the painstaking efforts of the creators and the sincere patriotic sentiments
of the donors. but also enrich the international art collection of the National Art Museum of China (NAMOC)
with their variety and diversity (Japanese Ukiyo-¢ prints, modern international prints, Russian oil paintings, etc.).
Therefore, the series Albums of Works Donated to the Collection of the National Art Museum of China has been
edited and printed to publicize and remember artistic achievements in the 20th century as well as contributions to

the national arts cause. NAMOC Collection of Donated Art Works by Su Gaoli is part of the series.

Mr. Su Gaoli is famous in our time for his accomplishment in oil painting as well as art education. In 1966 he
finished his studies in Russia and returned to China. Since then he has been teaching at China Central Academy Of
Fine Arts. For decades, he has made gigantic achievement with his carnest and tireless teaching and he has gained
rich experience from diligent and aggressive artistic creation. Despite his oversea education, Mr. Su does not show
much of the so-called “Soviet style.” Rather, his paintings from life or from imagination demonstrate a strong

sense of the times and a sincere love for art. His work reveals his unique artistic pursuit and personality.

Mr. Su’s oil paintings are distinctive with characteristics of the times. With an insistence on realism, he
approaches each day with great zeal, perceiving life with a simple and carnest heart in pursuit of artistic ideas
and expressions. His oil painting portrays people with a strong sense of the times and brings magnificence into
common and realistic scenes. Following themes of our era and reflecting the people’s wishes, his works boast

ideological and historical significance.

Mr. Su’s artistic talent and personality are best seen in his works from nature and life. For decades. he has
never stopped scrutinizing nature and life and expressing himself by portraying them. The mass of his paintings
from nature have captured unique visual perceptions of the landscape and intensive experiences of shapes, light
and colors. His works are saturated with the sweetness of land and the freshness of nature, featuring blazing
artistic passion and superb artistic conception. More importantly, his works from different periods are marked
with characteristics of their contemporary life and dramas of their times. Thus these works are valuable not only
aesthetically as independent works of art but also academically as materials for studying features ol different

periods in Chinese art history.

Mr. Su has persisted in the belief that art should serve the people. His artistic creation has always kept pace
with society and the working people. After Mr. Su expressed his wish to donate his works to the state, the National
Art Museum of China received with selection a great number of his masterpieces, which have become a special
part of the museum’s collection. Mr. Su’s generous donation is a precious cultural gift to the people, demonstrating
to visitors his artistic accomplishment as well as his selflessness. In this volume, the National Art Museum of

China presents the reader more than a hundred works that Mr. Su Gaoli donated to us at different times.

The National Art Museum of China
September 2014
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