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ABSTRACT

The Human-faces petroglyph in Asia, America (Including North America and Latin A-
merica) and the Oceania is a unique type of rock art in the world. Since the three conti-
nents surround the Pacific Ocean, so scholars regard this art as the phenomenon of Pacific
Rim Culture. Based on the archaeological data analysis, the Human-faces petroglyphs were
made in Asia mostly during the Neolithic Age and the Bronze Age, in Oceania the dating e-
quivalent to the early Bronze Age of Asia, And in America, the Human-faces petroglyph
culture lasted until Near Modern Times. The special geographic distribution of Human-faces
petroglyphs is important for us to understand our ancestors’ living patterns, art creations,
customs and religions, and their tribes migrations. More and more archaeological discoveries
on the Neolithic Age provide a favorable condition for Human-faces petroglyph study. But
up to present, no one has ever sorted the Human-faces petroglyphs data systematically, and
made studies on them by date and by typology. This book is intended to fill the gap. Hoping
that the Pacific Rim Human-faces petroglyphs data categorization and preliminary analysis
will lay a foundation for further in-depth research on anthropology, ethnology and arts.

Thebook first defined the concept and attribute of the Human-faces petroglyph, with
engraved and incised Human-faces petroglyphs as research targets. After sorting and analy-
zing on the geographic distribution and classification characteristics of the Human-faces pet-
roglyphs in the Pacific Rim, I selected typical research targets for indirect study by date and
by typology based on the macro recognition, employing archaeological data and image com-
parison method, then tried to establish a regional chronological space-time framework for
the Human-faces petroglyphs.

During the research, gave equal attention to textual research and analysis and to text

and pictures. For complicated and jumbled Human-faces petroglyphs, I tried to use image
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comparison, charts and statistical dada for explanation, so as to make this research process
straightforward.

The major research and steps are as follows:

1. To define the concept of Human-faces petroglyphs; research scope; summary on
present research status domestically and internationally; basie introduction and evaluation
on the discovery of the Human-faces petroglyphs, cultural explanations and the era gap.

2. To facilitate research, it is necessary to sort out the traditional Human-faces petro-
glyph classification method, and to make sequentially image analysis on the disputed ab-
stract rock arts. This will help readers better understand Human-faces petroglyphs.

3. To make statistics and analysis on the distribution data of Human-faces petroglyphs
of the Pacific Rim after sorting and selecting rock arts both at home and abroad.

4. Based on the data analysis, I firstly made studies on Human-faces petroglyphs in
the Pacific Rim areas, because they are widely found with different ages, and their colorful
types are complete. Utilizing handy archaeological investigation and research results com-
bined with image structure characteristics and types of Human-faces petroglyphs and rele-
vant archaeological survivals to establish a basic chronological scale, to sort out main styles
and types of Human-faces petroglyphs for each period.

5. The focus of this book is on the most concentrated area of the Human-faces petro-
glyph in the North China in Asia. Using the Xiliaohe River’s archaeological stage as a refer-
ence, | made lateral comparative studies on major types of Human-faces petroglyphs of the
Pacific Rim by employing image classification comparison method to establish a basic rela-
tively chronological framework for Human-faces petroglyphs evolution in the whole area
around the pacificrim starting from Neolithic era. Using anthropology, ethnology, historical
art literatures and research results to sort out the characteristics of the major type of Human-
faces petroglyphs in different historical period and the culture profile they reflect.

The conclusion below is based comprehensive research on the statistical data, Human-
faces petroglyph creation method, era classification and colorful types.

1. The Human-faces petroglyph is the Pacific Rim cultural phenomenon. As a unique
type of rock arts, Human-faces petroglyphs are located in Asia, America, the Oceania and
on many islands in the center of the Pacific, circling the Pacific, especially concentrating in

Asia and North America countries on the two sides of the North Pacific.
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2. The Human-faces petroglyph is the outcome of the complex economic conditions in
the Neolithic Era. The material base for its coming into existence and evolution is not deter-
mined by a single economic form. It is a complex outcome of the combination of several e-
conomic forms. The hunter-gatherer people are the main envoys for spreading this art to A-
sian hinterland and America.

3. The same style and type of Human-faces petroglyphs existing in many places in the
Pacific Rim indicate that the evolution of Human-faces petroglyphs are closely related to the
migration of hunter-gatherer tribes, the spreading of their cultures and the mix of different
nationalities.

4. The diversified types and styles of the Human-faces petroglyphs reflect the surviving
environment, living patterns and the different ethnic cultures. The places where the Hu-
man-faces petroglyphs are located and its ethnic cultural particularity represent different cul-
tural meanings. And the local cultures in each place have an important impact on the crea-
tion of Human-faces petroglyphs in that area.

5. The facial structure of Human-faces petroglyphs had changed with a tendency from
realism towards abstract, from objectivity towards subjectivity.

KEY WORDS: Human-faces petroglyphs; Pacific Rim; Distribution; Categorization;
Dating
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