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Russia’s ongoing hostility in Eastern Ukraine and occupation of
Crimea is compromising the shared vision of a Europe that is whole,
free, and at peace, said U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson.

American and NATO support
for Ukraine’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity remains

steadfast. “We do not, and will

. not, accept Russian efforts to
change the borders of territory of Ukraine,” said Secretary Tillerson
on his recent trip to NATO headquarters.

The United States, he said, thanks “Germany and France for their
determination to find a diplomatic solution to the ongoing crisis in
Eastern Ukraine under the Normandy format. We will continue to
support their work to accelerate the implementation of the Minsk
agreements”. In the meantime, American sanctions on Russia will

remain in place.

The United States calls on Russia to exercise its influence over the
separatists in Eastern Ukraine to put a stop to the violence, end the
campaign of attacks and intimidation against Organization for Se-
curity and Cooperation in Europe, or OSCE, monitors, and facilitate

their access to the area.®

“Russia must understand,” said Secretary Tillerson, “there is no basis
to move forward on the political aspects of the Minsk agreements
until there is visible, verifiable, and irreversible improvement in the

security situation.”
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