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Mille Arbres, a New Mixed-use Project

Mille Arbres, or a Thousand Trees, is a new mixed-use project
located on the Pershing site near Porte Maillot, on the histori-
cal axis linking the heart of Paris to La Defense.

Inspired by the Hausmannian block building typology, Mille
Arbres is a new way of living in Paris.

The project offers to raise the residential program to the top
of the building, leaving the ground free to serve as an urban
park. The reversed pyramid shape of the structure maximizes
the public space and the planted areas on the ground floor by
having a minimal footprint. The park created will become an
important element for the well-being of the district as well as
a soft connection between Paris and its outskirts.

The program includes offices spaces, a hotel, an inner street
with a food court, various programs for children and a bus
terminal.

The building is designed to be very permeable, with multiple
pathways through it. The topography of the urban park is
lifted in places to facilitate the connections while allowing for
programs underneath. The inner street on the ground level
(La rue Gourmande), together with its food court become
core elements of the project.

Following the lifted topography, there is the “bio-diversity”
path, where you can experience the real ecosystem of a
forest. The paths connect back to the street level through
large amphitheaters for meetings and cultural events.

The reversed pyramid houses the hotel and offices. Its unique
volume responds to the scale of the congress hall in front of
the site. Large patios bring natural light into the heart of the
building, offering a multiplicity of views within the entire proj-
ect and connecting the occupants to the street and the sky.
127 residential units exist on the top two floors. They are
designed with similar architectural qualities to create on the
top floor the first village built out of bio-based materials in the
world. Organized around pedestrian paths, the houses merge
with nature, where the wind blows through the trees and the
sunlight permeating through the leaves and unveiling a sur-

reptitious view to the horizon; The roofs of Paris and the Eiffel

Tower. On the ring-road, we live in a forest.

Mille Arbres develops a strategy that integrates, reacts and
optimizes the contradictive conditions of the site, combining
promiscuity and complexity. It offers reversibility and flex-
ibility for the programs which are the major challenges of
our generation. We designed a project that allows the offices
to become housing hotel, office or residential buildings. The

project will be able to adapt to the city's transformations over

time.
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Laboratory Buildings

tion for Paris Rive Gauche site M5A2,

They will put up flagship buildings, clear proof of the inte-
gration of living matter and nature in the city. This genuine
laboratory-building located on Boulevard des Maréchaux in
the 13th district of Paris, will feature an active biofacade hous-
ing microalgae culture for medical research.

In view of the environmental and health impacts due to the
soaring hyper-urbanization, the ending of fossil resources and

rising inequalities, cities are facing a major issue of the 21st
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century: promoting social mix and openness between citizens
and integrating nature into cities, to achieve a fairer, more
sustainable and resilient society.

As a first step, the In Vivo project addresses this issue by creat-
ing an architectural and programming environment to foster
porosity, social and functional mix, meetings and sharing
among inhabitants, users, neighbours and Parisians of the
Grand Paris.

It has created three different buildings focusing on natural
views, exposures, lighting and ventilation, as well as an opti-
mal urban integration.

The In Vivo project is meant to be a manifesto for the innova-
tive urban integration of nature and living matter with three
buildings for humans and one for earthworms.

- The Tree House: growing trees and bushes suited to host
urban biodiversity on large flower box balconies on all its
facades

- The Plant House: dedicated to all forms of vegetable gardens
and small-scale urban agriculture in loggias, under green-
houses or outdoor on rooftops

- The Algo House: integrating a microalgae-producing biofa-
cade for medical research

- The Lombric House: raising earthworms to allow the

vermicomposting of inhabitants’ organic waste and culture
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The recent Venice Biennale attempted to ask ethical questions about contem-
porary architectural practice, and as ever, one of the main problems is that of
housing. In a world of refugee crises, informal settlements and housing crises in
the advanced economies, the future of housing, and architecture’s role in it, is
politically vital.

At different times, architecture has asked challenging questions about what it
means to live, or to dwell. The twentieth century industrialised the provision of
housing, but fundamentally the house remains a stationary, place-held object, for
all intents and purposes an eternal part of the human landscape. Attempts have
been made to dislodge this permanence, but the home is a remarkably enduring
political object.

But architecture is frequently called upon to create living spaces that are not per-
manent, that are inhabited infrequently, or that can be moved and relocated if
necessary. Spaces at the edge of dwelling, such as hotels, hostels, cabins and re-
treats, can give an impression of how the architecture of the home is in flux, and
how it might change over time.



