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ABSTRACT

The social and historical viewpoint of the early western Marxism is
the general outlook on the society and history of the Marxists represented
by Lukacs, Korsch and Gramsci . It is established during the deep reflec-
tion on the proletarian revolution in western Europe and the questioning
about “the orthodox Marxism” of the Second International and the Third
International , aiming at restoring and demonstrating the dialectics and
philosophy dimension in Marx’ s philosophy , especially focusing on the
interpretation and highliting of practice, totality and subject. Therefore,
it owns the following theoretical commonness : to pay close attention to
practice ,emphasize the foundation of practice in Marxist philosophy and
regard practice as its theoretical starting point; to emphasize totality , re-
gard totality as the key method in Marxism and its methodology support;
to publicize the value of subject ,regard subjectivity as essence in Marxist
philosophy and regard subject and the consciousness awakening of the
subject as its destination of value.

Since the birth of the early western Marxism, eastern and western
scholars have made all sorts of explanations on it. Some of these explana-
tions accord with its original thinking and some depart from its essence.
This makes it necessary to return to the development chain of Marxism to
make some correct interpretation. Moreover, with the deepening of Chi-
na’ s modernization, the problems on the survival development have be-

come increasingly prominent. The solution of the problems also needs



reasonable values to guide by acquiring the support of the early western
Marxism. In this sense, the studies on the early western Marxism and its
basic values have important theoretical significance on the construction of
contemporary form of the Marxism philosophy in China; Meanwhile, the
studies have important practical significance for the correct solution on
the survival problems in the social development and reform process in
contemporary China.

In this book, methods have been put to use such as the unity of sci-
entific principles and values principles, the unity of historical and logical
analysis and the unity of the analysis of the text with the realistic care.
This book consists of five chapters, deeply exploring the theoretical ori-
gin, the theoretical core, the theoretical values and reality enlightenment
of the early western Marxism.

The first chapter explores the formation of the early western Marxism
and its connections with the materialist conception of history, aiming at
eliminating the theoretical obstacles and providing background support for
the later research. First, reveals the theoretical confrontation on the es-
sence of Marxism between the early western Marxism and the orthodox
Marxism under the concrete background ; Secondly, analyzes the origin
of the social and historical viewpoint of the early western Marxism, dis-
closing its connections with its theoretical prophets such as Hegel ' s histo-
ry philosophy, the modern western humanism philosophy and Marx’ s his-
tory philosophy; Lastly, explores the connections between the early west-
ern Marxism and the materialist conception of history.

The theoretical core is mainly explored from the second chapter to

the fourth chapter. The second chapter studied practice, which is the



theoretical foundation of the social and historical viewpoint of the early
western Marxism. It is explored from the following three aspects of sub-
jectivism, historicism and supremacy of politics and evaluates it in the
standpoint of Marx’ s viewpoint of practice.

The third chapter studies totality ,and it is the expansion and deepe-
ning of the second chapter. It is explored from two aspects: First, analy-
zes the origin and implication of totality from the double dimension of
episte — mology and humanism, highlighting its criticism on capitalism
and its desire for man as a whole; Secondly, illustrates the application
and innovation of totality under the concrete theoretical and historical sit-
uation.

The fourth chapter studies subject, and it is the further expansion
and deepening of the former chapters. First, analyzes the omission of
subject in the eye of the metaphysical determinism, emphasizing the the-
oretical objection of the early western Marxism. Secondly, explores the
western Marxism’ s viewpoint of subject mainly from the following three
aspects ; history is the realistic expansion of the subjectivity; proletariats
as historical subject and the awareness of its class consciousness; intel-
lectuals as historical subject and its control on hegemony.

On the basis of the four chapters above, the fifth chapter summarizes
the theoretical characteristics and limitations of the social and historical
viewpoint of the early western Marxism, extensively explores its connec-
tions with the later western Marxism, disclosing its historical value during
the development of the western Marxism. Lastly, this chapter explores
the reality apocalypse of the social and historical viewpoint of the early

western Marxism to the construction of the Marxism philosophy and social



development in today’ s China, especially in the carry — out of the harmo-
nious society and the scientific outlook on development.

In short, this book makes a systemic and profound grasp of the basic
and meaningful aspects in the social and historical viewpoint of the early
western Marxism from the basic categories such as practice, totality and
subject, revealing its substantial content. Meanwhile, this dissertation
also explores the theoretical and realistic value of the social and historical
viewpoint of the early western Marxism to theoretical construction and so-
cial development in contemporary China, trying to evaluate it properly in

a higher field of vision.

Key Words: the Early Western Marxism, Social and Historical
Viewpoint, Practice, Totality, Subject, Theoretical Value, Reality A-
pocalypse
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