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Guide to Thesaurus Entries 7% fA3£3i88

headword £ B part of speech 2
the most frequent synonym in -some words have separate entries for different parts of speech, for example
the group woRrk noun and work verb. Entries for different parts of speech always follow
AL 1) S g 5 B4 1 each other in this order: noun, verb, adjective.

b
general definition 385 Y% 4
the general meaning of all the
words in this group 44 7] X
il 3k ] & X

patterns and collocations,
GENEE

shows the prepositions,
structures and words that
typically combine with two or
more synonyms in the group

B iyl 5 A 4L R SR b s
i A A 25 AC A ] 1 A A

individual synonyms
EliRE

each word in the group,

in order of frequency, has

a mini-entry of its own, with
all the information you need
on meaning and use

A (] SC ] v 2 R A
HUFH . B &AM
Ak, SEREEHEEN
i XA AR S

AU A Z AT, AR, W& WAR . W work verb fil work noun
ML A, IR R A AR, BhiE L AR B B

fast adj. see also the entry for Quick % i, quick

*

fast - quick - high-speed - brisk + supersonic -
express

These words all describe things and people moving
or doing things with speed. jx bl ¥ # 7w Lk 1)
e, HRER,

¥ Ve 777 12K S ] iy i i e Y o E

ya

P synonym group 54
the synonyms of the headword,
listed in order of frequency
[ 2L 45T 42 o ) 300 2 MG P )

fast high-speed supersonic T
quick express
brisk

PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 4) & #1 #4787

» ta be fast / quick at doing sth

» a fast / supersonic speed

» a fast / quick / brisk movement / pace / walk / run

» quick / brisk footsteps

/ quick reader / worker / learner / rhythm

/ a high-speed / an express train / link

/ a high-speed computer / modem

wa fast [ an express bus / coach / lane

» very / quite / fairly fast / quick / brisk

fast moving or able to move with speed; able to
do sth with speed; producing or allowing fast
movement MR BAER: LINATER: ol i
#izEA:  She loves driving fast cars. flb§5 3 JF R
%. ¢ Are you a fast reader with the ability to
retain the key points? {4 A e 5] i ic fF

»a

large and fast computers. ix Y IFRE 24, Wi
Tk EEgpy KAWL, © Its a very fast road and
people do not realize what speed they are doing.
XRFREE, AMIRGERIACHEELRE
. G slow - sLow

synonym scale 7l L #5 R
shows all the words in the
group in order of strength,
from the weakest to the
strongest % i 3 i 55 ¥ g5 Wil 1=
R4 &R

» fast adv.. Don't drive so fast! HIHE 41X 2t
o Ican't go any faster. T FHEEHEIR T .

quick moving or doing sth fast S s -
He's a very quick worker. {ib 1% %455k, © The
kids were quick to learn. HBM% ¢ 7 mfiLth,
© She was quick (= too quick) to point out the
mistakes I'd made. fti0A4 KiFgkEmH, o
Her quick hands suddenly stopped moving. hfgi
MIWNFREREF AR 7. © Try to be quick! We're

derivative Ji &£ &

a word from the same family, but
with a different part of speech

i (] v e L ) 285 A 5] ]

late already. &5 RO L 1. slow
- SLow
» quickly adv.: She walked away quickly. i if i
BT,

opposite & Wi

tells you the opposite of this
word, and which entry to go to
in order to find out more about
this opposite and its synonyms
SRR, A RAETE
[ 1] DA A0 T % L
S i e Hof] in)



note 4T

compares and contrasts two
or three words from the
group to help you -
understand exactly what the
differences are

R ] 4L 1K) 7 4 e =)
i, A MR BRI 5 1]
A E =

> Y47 FAST OR QUICK? Fast is the usual
word when you are talking about travelling,
especially in a vehicle. * fast jifl % 1547 i %) o &
. AR I . a-quickear/road ©
Don't-drive-so-quickly! A person who is able to
do sth with speed may be fast or quick. * fast
i quick HafJE 28 A sh el at SN R TS a fast/
quick reader/worker/runnery/thinker/learner/
brain Jf| R EPRE A FiEHRTA; BiSHh
BN BAEGER: ARV RN kNN
However, fast is NOT used in other expressions
when sb does sth in a short time. )i, fast
AT HAbF R R, B HRh.  Fhekids

were fast-to fearn. o Try-to-befasth-We'relate
e!-reedy— See also the entry for QUICK 7 il €

quick #& cross-reference £ L1

grammar and

usage labels

BN AERA

see pages 1628-1630 for

a full list of labels and what
they mean . 1628-1630 Ui
b B & S 52 M W) ok

Jhigh-'speed [usually before noun] that travels,

tells you about another word or
entry in the thesaurus, that is
connected with this one 5| 5 i
7 1 15 A ] o 14 A ) A
K i)

works or happens very fast @& 1: S8CERY; L
#if):  We are talking about a network of modern
highways, high—speed trains, airports and air routes.
A TR B — D B AR, s, L
s LR ALY M 45, © There should be a large
market for cheap high-speed modems. {#if i) £
Ui U % AT IROK TS5, © A police officer was
injured during a high-speed chase across two coun-
ties. — & T EEAE SRR 5 OB & Pz T 0,

brisk moving fast, especially on foot (Ji#5 /@)
iy, fdER):  We went for a brisk walk before
lunch. FAA- AT AR T 2L, © They
set off at a brisk pace. fibfi T34 42 P 1% LB T,
» briskly adv.. He walked briskly down the
street. {25 J 420 26 s T A 7 o

supersonic /,su.pasnmk, Sju-; AmE suipar-
'samik/ faster than the speed of sound #i%
{f): Until then, no aircraft was capable of supersonic
flight. FRAERE, AEA] CHLEBASREAFE ML 2k €47,
express [only before noun] travelling very fast;
sent or done very quickly $Hefl; iy s
ff): An express coach runs once an hour from the
airport. PRHEACEIR G/ —BE, Bl IFH, ©
We provide express delivery services seven days
a week. JeA[1EERFBERARIEN ST, @ Express is €

pronunciation & &

is given for more difficult words

(see page 1631 for more

information) i 11 il 6 th
(W 1631 T0)

used to talk about transport and other services.
*express A A 22 A AR 55 7l .

€ note T F¥

gives extra information about
one particular word #f 5 — il 47
HHEZMER

For a more detailed guide to using entries, see the Thesaurus Trainer on pages xxiii—xxxv.
BRHE 25 T WA T M T 2 P I, AL i —xooxw DT £ F 4



R GEEA (RN FA)

FAYE, AR RS EIENIGENGE S, BIEREAE, T30S, N T EHEAR IR
PERA, AR YR ) R B, B R G, NP KT s B T A BT Y 2 A
i, Siadh, M EENRER, HEE A SR AT - B E, FARERA TR, X
REOCHT BN LA JRAT . 4R 515 1R B T A0 B 1, fER I3 6 AE'S s AE L E AR A 980 . S HRAT O] 3,
kL, BRGSO R LAY F ok U TR B B RO E

BEi synonym — i —MIFME [T BAERIGRLRIGE, BXER—RMRIEIFS 2.
BB R SCin], B 2 R iR SCAR AT (K 13 . BeAh, TERRIRGIRSE T, a6 & SOM{E A 7 At 27 AR 2 k.,
P, BEoEbr il SEURE SCH B 1A R AE S Ao S i e, RV AR — S B 1 R
I B 28 T M RO BE B R SR A o IR, AT TR, AR IXBME, AW
FATHR ] S 1] g,

A B, ] A K 2 AR B T R R IR AT, B B E AR SR A S AR Y
T, A Rk e S R R SR M —— (AR AR MRS SR8 )  (Oxford Learner’s Thesaurus — A
dictionary of synonyms).

(o o () SO 2 S T ) R TS (] S v SR B SRR RO B, A A 5] R R L
PEss, PROURESC, BIUE, FEEC, R, AT, ROCE, URAETE, dEEARTL. TR AF A O (LAY i
ANE, GHRE, ARG EER, RN EIER TS5 5, A SR ARG AP E
{1 2 BB HEAHPE (British Council UK ELT Innovation Award) .

AT T8 LY 1 () SCim T S, A R ) SO 2 2 ) R P 7 R R BERUAS [ ) i
A F . SR IR S G A 5 R AL IR TR, DA BT A S T, B AR ik
] SChR R, 1T O M P 5 4 ) SRS . KT AR Y B SRR A, KA R e AR R R 1]
VG ACHTEE. Z a5 5% LR SR RERC ek i, B A eh 2 Bk 5 1R VA 1 1R A X
e BERAIA S AR AL AT SRR 3 ] SR Y ) SR, A B R — 3 o (] AL R S
AR UL — o A d AU MR, JFREHRAT. YRR, URAETR. SOSCIR (IR B AE i 2T P

i BT DL, o A] SR o > A ) FEAR iR (] SO 6 SR S R T ek Bl g T
A R SR RAAEEAR UL, R AORE R IE 2331 P A9 150251 (] Sl B ) SCA A i, AT
B A — AR / LR LY T

EAR, O SEDURR MR R A A 1 R, R R E A By, b Rl R, B
SR E LI EL.

A S SR (R SO TR R R R — R, MEERANEE, IREREE 2, Y
RN

i i TS B, B AR TR, AT ORI AR

AR (PE) HRAA
—O——%H%HA
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BB

CHFHEY R R A2 A i 38)  (LLF A% OLT) S POR R RSURE Bttt 7, s Tox il S i i, O
o ] B 2 ) 3 DOREERAS — AR T AT AR R RS R RS

T U AE R A v B R, RERSBC IR I IS A M R R SO, RS SRER. 5.
VAP B9 — I A oy, R —F, IR AR SRR R E W R SGEENC, AREER S F
B AS[A] £ 0 R L 1R 25 S G £ R I () ), A fo] A P B 1R 5 A SO e el R ARCE T B iR 4
IR AR > AT DU SCAS B E R 1 A B B TR 7 30 BEIENE & S 58 W « HAN/RTE (James
Fernald) 76 H T CEA RBLIMHEIE) (Expressive English) — 53—/l 7. —Fa B A2 80 P UEiE
SRR S, MR S ATEH T 104 great, A5 RATARIEN, ECoTi ES O, WHAHET T, MBI
F SR sk sh, (URE A great, 74b 9 Aol AT A ) [A] iRz, Mclm i H SO, fAE
SCRAIR, WORBI E O, eV I A SRR T, BRNO A RS, A
——FZE T, F AR NEEAS R 0 R EERR IR OLT X SRl it Rr A, M AL 2, S 2 Ak
EH| TERRSGHREEYE, FAE 1813 4, HEZH WM « ¥ (william Tailor) #tHAR 7 (SEiE[E X
{i ¥ 5) (English Synonyms Discriminated), —4Jilll 1816 4, FFif « mfifii (George Grabb) tHEt 11t
B (g [R SGRBENT) (English Synonyms Explained). 1852 4, % ¥ iE RIS KiEIL%) (Roget’s
Thesaurus) M, BLASERE L, w2 KILEM thesaurus — i 1938 AE S IE b & £ T84k, stk
A X AR T AN R T (synonym) 9% ik (X EEEEETIEHK Sydney 1.
Landau fi5i%) . BEIE R — 2 tedeh, &0 RE R [F] SR A A B SRR 2 AR, BRI, %
) 2 RN RO R AR JLF AT AR — R0 45 B M B T A AR R, ATBER K, X LLin dhal i
FRIE, 8RR AR F RS, 4 A AR B 60 2 SRR T g B P BN B S i () SR
TS AL, T 2008 EHEW T OLT, JXJ258 —EPRASE i AR BF 5 138 0 Xt G 27 =) B 0 i [] i)
T, SXAEPOEEREAS MR R IR E KRR

OLT M5 AR AR Z AL AE T B At BE 0 A B i 13 BEAO G 0, AbAR N flf G 4. i S die it 2,000 &%
IR AR, U 17,000 A R T . X 2L SRR AT TR A, [ERIBR R, ARE B4 E,
B, BETRGEN, X5 TR0 ERMLGE . OLT X[ S5 i 24 R 1 i,
TSN, JFIRMLTERE. RERC. R, HMEARZE. IEBRUEMI ARG R ARG, R WE G Z 0
Wy ZE R 24k, {7983 th i S SCRAS IR AT AT AT Fe R B, 35 T T S SCRER SR, R RER S, SR
OB GE, X RE iR MIE SN 7 TR FR AR R 3. 3 AR I SR RE T RE D, OLT 5 H A4 Bk i
BOETE, BARUS, BMZ MBS, R oLT M R SCIR I B BE T RCE I BE,
DARE H B0 R 2k 5 ki, A AR, BAGIE. W TS5UE “HH", ottd®A AT, HET
=R RS AES]T ALY R, BB &, AR, 4T
B, A, ERCT R, A KRR SR A SR R SRR T L. BTRL, RT3 oLt fE 3
TR R R B PR TR RO R EE

BAE, ARt RRAL T N OLT HRR 7 35 DURUR AR, 3 7 o (] 0 00 245 3 1 ] S il i 31 st I
PR R AR, PEEGY ERE e — CRHE BT =0 R, BED). CRIUID 5%
LA EREE, RUHIEIES S, RS ERER, BIA R SCRERAHER. Y44, PEZFEEmRT
TR R AT A BLAC DU [A] SRR g, [IRE, o 27 725 20 0 it AR Lk A IR 80 S 4R () S ) F
SO R TEAEAR (X B AR 1] B LA 100 AFRITRELE H LB W T (RO S DO [R) S T A, SR 2K
e (7] Y] ] B0 405 A R B = AR AR TSRSl fEX I, BIE AT R,
b T R, PP 2 g S s R AR Y g ] SRR B s b AR 2 £, xR
Fren, (EHEHE, HEEHENSE IG5 @) MARKE, 45 05 LR RA ARG AR A 0
7E, OLT &AM AR BEAR & 7 il S SCAR I AN, SORRE . il 15 307 A E S B T DL 138 3C
(fU45% equivalent BpUEXREIA) . HPUEFSCIEEH D AF KBS T e, Mdamifer, B, oLTix
AR AE AR S T s b TR R A SR L SRR S R L, R AR R [ 2 1 L AR A AR
o



IAEZL | 1R — KRBT C LR K TFIR » SLRIAN I % English Synonyms Explained — 1 1., F.{t 1912
B, ZMEEAE I T E, AR S B ERER, B CEEETHRS) | X R EE
— AR ] SCIRA B, AN RAE A RS, BHE ST AR TR, B AR S (M. Tseu Yih Zan) 7E
GEY i “RAT T, BTREE BOUMURR ZF, BN —FANE 55, BF
HRT, BIETFESFR, 7 R LIRERE, HRWHTY, RAFENLE. FEILFHOCON, BT
EMAEZR, 7 BRI ASEE RN %R T 1912 45 9 A4E LW, #1925 45 9 H B EIE|% LA
(seventh edition), A ML ihAZ Xl (i 7

—EAEHT, P A SOER DGR, PRS2 —E R, B A R B
OLT HEBURME MR HE AL, JX PR — 4 ARt A S~ IR, Frel, FUR(E OLT S SR AR Y W] it 2
SE 2 52 3] v [ 13 B RAEURKGE.

st
Zo——t+—H

A, ST, AR, 25 CFRERRIEIURIE)  GBe i) ENNE
FRBEDUA A BT, BT, BIRSRIRSCER TR, KRR EMERBMESA X008, TR E R
PELRFAA LT RN EEZ A MO, HRXRE CGORHR) ATINES, A R0 %
BEEM, HFBRBLBREL0E, GHPEMFHLRT "RHEMEE" KS, ShEET R
T U 60 A e TN FRE,



KR A FF

MFRAEBCEZE, WNIEPE LR GF) SRR, BFERARN TS LANE SR AR L
MR, A 5L E AR, RERTEIZ , BN WIS AR . S BBM SR FRE, sURTARG],
AT AR TE SR TR SCHTBE N ZE . B Fe] o AR DU o R 25 25 N TR — R LR T B HUS
[F) SCim e i, B SAS R, VE BTN S IR0 bR R B H A S S ) i TR AR B R
IEHEFEEIAT, e ip i R e A SR &5 53R 1, R B3R 10,000 17, TTIEHEE 20,000
TAEAE, T B A R N BAE T SR, R A A NGRS R X, BMER iR B,
WAREFREEM R AN SR, R[] SO a8 B R AR 2 2 S e, 0 15 B SO PR
TR R AR, A ATEARTME, HLERE KT,

CF SR R SRS 1 8 (PARRTAR Clsi) ) RECE Pl K I 950F [E R B S0R R E, R3EiE T
YR Z B8, BRI E 2, EHTSEE T A 2,000 Z4LE 17,000 24N R SR FZ SR 75
SCo . BERBLHNT . KGR A HOE A PR P REHERYESC, Bl A B R SR
Beit, EZ AURIEE D H W TR, FRSE TR HEF.,

— W de B [ S]] B, BRVERS M SR R A, Gk B R R SRR A R, PR
ERIAIRE, HEWA. GF 0, B 2 pUE S A 2R JEAIE gift fl present B “FLAh . 4L47,
THEAEREE S EE GE) XX PR Gift is more formal than present and is used
especially in business contexts: a store will advertise its Christmas gift ideas; the people who buy them will
talk about the Christmas presents they have bought for family and friends. A present is usually given by and
to an individual; a gift may be given by a company (a corporate gift) and/or to an organization. A present
is usually an object, but a gift may be a sum of money, or sth such as the gift of love/life: funded-by-apresent
of 50000 O She-gave-me-thepresent-of-tove: ¥ I Fik ke, Vg R xt il S TR T M. 22—l
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PREFACE

‘More help with synonyms’ has been one of the most frequent requests from students and teachers to us as
lexicographers at Oxford University Press. To give genuine help with synonyms we need to do more than
justlist them; we need to explain exactly when one word can substitute for another and when it cannot. We
therefore conceived of a dictionary —or a learner’s thesaurus — that would do exactly that, and which would

be aimed at refining and expanding the active vocabulary of learners at upper-intermediate level and above.

For an account of the principles and methodology behind the selection and presentation of synonyms in this
thesaurus, please see the introduction that follows.

The Oxford Learner’s Thesaurus —a dictionary of synonyms is the result of many years of research,
experiment and concentrated work by a large number of people. I would first like to thank the small but
dedicated team of editors who worked with me on the project: Jennifer Bradbery, Richard Poole and Helen
Warren. 1 am also grateful to Frank Keenan and his team for managing the technical side of things. And
Ishould like to acknowledge Moira Runcie, whose brainchild the Oxford Learner’s Thesaurus was, and who
has been a support and an inspiration throughout.

Penny Stock created the framework for assigning words to areas of meaning and drawing up the
synonym groups. The following lexicographers worked on compiling the entries: Andrew Delahunty, Penny
Hands, Tim McLeish, Julie Moore, Stella O’Shea and Daryl Tayar. Daniel Barron, Lisa Isenman, Karen Stern
and Ashley Wagner were American English consultants.

Finally, thanks are due to the many students and teachers in different countries who have assisted with
piloting and research through all stages of the project. It is the input from learners and dictionary users that
has enabled us, I believe, to produce the thesaurus that best meets learners’ needs.

Diana Lea
December 2007
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