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MiEE, MEXNELAXSGEFTREXNANR, B ATANERNEMN “AN"
HEEKEXMAFERNFE?

FAXEERFAZXNBLEPARN, KBIESEENBR (FPEEHE B HERIIR
FHAR). BEEEBRNTHIERH (1957—1966) BEALTEEHNERSHR, FMUE
FeRETH, EHERY EEIRR, MAXHERS T XRARENTE.

BER, X RAFRT, FTRIBZMRIAR, T8 HBEN “RIAR", h
BAMMEBHZEHNRINAR. XEEMEARRAE, E2—MEFNUA. AR L
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Preface The Implication of Postal History Value

In various stamp exhibitions, especially in those framed by the FIP rules,
the value of FDCs is often focused on the datemarks and cachets stamped on
the first day of issue of the stamps. For years, these postmarks carrying postal
functions and inscriptions of the first issuing days of the stamps are targets
of philatelic collections and topics of philatelic researches. In fact, the record
of the “first day” of the issue is the first accumulation of the visual materials
possessing postal history value, in which the non-artificial, natural circulating,
and postally using processes and remains become the original record in postal
area at the beginning of the issue. These naturally circulating “first day posted
covers’ possess more values of postal history.

Therefore, among the family of FDCs except postmarks and naturally
used ones, a part is the out-of-the-tide official FDCs. Only a short while ago,
the early entire sets of these official ones with strong appeal at home got
excellent results at the national stamp exhibitions, but failed at the international
ones, the reasons of which are that these FDCs are the official and artificial
issues. Though stamp exhibitions, especially those ruled by the FIP regulations,

don’ t think highly of these official FDCs, I believe that the collections and



Preface The Implication of Postal History Value

researches of these philatelic items in reality are a great move.

The unignorable fact is that the official FDCs can be traced back at home and abroad long ago, and
they continue up to now, which let us to think not only the concept of “existence is reasonable” , but
also the fact that has its own deep connotation, and especially that why the authoritative rules can not
eliminate the seemly out-of-the-line items?

At the baffle, received was the manuscript tiled The Plating and Setting Researches on Early FDCs
of New China by Mr. Feng Qinghai. Mr. Feng devoted himself to the collection and research of the early
FDCs issued officially from 1957 to 1966, and he not only collected all these items and exhibited them
in publications, but also wrote this research monograph on these items.

Please pay attention to that this “plating research” is not the research on stamps and first day
postmarks, but on envelopes for officially printed FDCs, which is a unique perspective in the field of
philatelic academic research. In essence, this is a research on the postal printed matter related to postal
circulating functions.

The Plating and Setting Researches on Early FDCs of New China gives deep analyses and
explorations to the three aspects of the early FDCs of New China, including the basic settings and
platings and their features, as well as the rare platings. Based on the plating and setting concepts. the
author gives detailed analyses on forms and states of the official FDCs of the period. For those FDCs in
particular settings and platings, the author reveals some new findings rarely known by the people and
gives well-founded explanations from the angle of rarities. What the value embodied in the information
given by the book is my consideration after reading.

The ensemble researches on the official FDCs, especially those on the first day postmarks, have
no doubt the cognitive value of postal history, and in my view, the plating and setting researches on the
FDCs of the printed items in the book possess the same cognitive value of the postal history.

First, from the angles of postal history and philatelic culture, the book gives an entire and
accurate cognition to FDCs, the philatelic items favored by and used with doubts by the collectors.
The author gives his incisive comments in the book that “The FDC is a philatelic item derived
from philatelic activities, and it is a colleting target bearing stamps and extending the stamps’
connotations. Through re-creation of stamp usage, the FDC shows more substantial content, expands
more implications of stamps, and provides more complete information to collectors.” Therefore,
from the macroscopic view, though the plating research departs from the information with more postal
significance, such as postmarks and stamps, it has also the cognitive value of postal history on printed

matter of postal information carriers.
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Second, the book probes deeply into the regulations for external forms of the FDCs. The little
different external forms, such as the western style (horizontal) envelopes and the Chinese style
(vertical) envelopes, indicate the communication standards of the period. The book exhibits and
analyzes the 10 western style FDCs issued after 1957. These FDCs with a triangle mouth are a
continuation of exotic usage in China. Henceforth, the Chinese style envelopes bear side and bottom
flaps, the regulation of which remains today. The research on external forms of these FDCs brings
out a detailed practice of communications in the early days of New China and shows a historical
development of postal tools. The issuances, collections, and researches of the official FDCs leave a
valuable clue to be dug deeply.

Third, the book gives an intensive study on the texts and designs carried by the early FDCs of New
China, which includes how many platings on the front and back sides and the detailed differences in the
styles and locations of the captions and inscriptions as well as those of design colors. For an example,
focused on the inscriptions, the 10 sets of FDCs issued by China Philatelic Corporation from Nov.
1957 to May 1958 fall into a number of platings according to the original complex form and simplified
form of Chinese characters, such as simplified, complex, and small characters, big intervals between
the characters, and no inscriptions. The differences of designs and types on the early FDCs of different
platings reveal the evolution of type usage and printing technology in the period. As that on stamp
platings, the research on FDC platings embodies also the interests of exploring details in a little field of
stamps and philatelic items.

Fourth, the book uses one chapter to probe into special FDCs as they have particular features. The
author exhibits and studies these FDCs in 3 aspects, including plating errors, unissued ones, and super
large sized ones. Though pale beside those of stamps, the plating errors and unissued ones deserve also
to be called rarities in the FDC family. For an example, to coordinate the issue of “15th Anniversary of
Founding of the PRC” stamps, the China Philatelic Corporation produced a stamp FDC and a souvenir
sheet FDC on Oct. 20, 1964. But for some reasons, unissued was the concisely designed and exquisitely
printed souvenir sheet FDC. After the withdrawal, instead was a blank FDC without design and
inscription. The author believes that there should be a secret to be revealed.

Except the stamps fixed on, the postmarks with postal functions stamped on, and the theme
related designs with artistic creations on the front side, the important function of the official FDC is to
leave various information on stamp issuance, such as issuing date, theme explanation, and designing
and printing data. The FDCs collected for many years are no less than the physical witness of a

stamp-issuing history. If the “new issue bulletin” of recent years leaves the stamp issuing historical
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materials in the form of printed patterns and texts, the FDCs leave certainly the documentary
materials with postal history value in the form of true philatelic items. The postmarks and stamps
on the FDCs are relatively rare postal witness, while the designs and texts are the effective literary
records, the combination of the two make the FDCs, especially the official FDCs, to become a special
carrier of the postal history.

As for the value to look into the settings and platings of the early FDCs of New China, Mr. Feng
Qinghai, the author, gives a special record of stamp issuing patterns on the base of FDCs favored by
collectors, which reflects his concrete, vivid, and deep cognitions to postal history.

This is the preface.

By Li Jinzhu
March 2017
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