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Abstract

This book is the final outcome of the Ministry of Education Philosophy and Social
Science Research Key Project Comprehensive Arrangement and Study of the Qin Bamboo
Slip Manuscripts (NO. 08JZD0036). The discussion is based on the arrangement,
interpretation, and analysis of unearthed Qin bamboo slip manuscripts, in addition to a
review of previous research. The book discusses issues regarding the institutions, laws,
administrative regions, astronomy, music, time notation systems, and linguistics, of the Qin
dynasty, and the late Warring States Qin state (with occasional reference to the Western Han
dynasty).

The book includes 14 chapters and 3 appendixes.

The first chapter discusses the institution of documents. That the term for opening
documents Ban (3 ) had changed to Fa ( % ) between the 6th and the 9th month of the
thirtieth year of Qin Shi Huang; that Jian (#% )is used only in documents send by post and
probably refers to items with a clay seal; that wooden tablets with information of addressees
and senders are referred to as Shu (& ); and that the delivery of documents according to
the correct order and by courier station could be superimposed, forming an efficient delivery
network.

Based on the Qianling county documents excavated from Liye ( 2 Hf ), the second and third
chapters investigate the structure and function of several government offices at the county
level of the Qin dynasty, pointing out that 7ian ( H )is responsible for nongovernmental
farming, and Tian Guan (H 'E )is responsible for govemmental fields; “Arsenals” are responsible
for the storage and distribution of weapons and vehicles, it also has records documenting the
manufacture of vehicle components.

The fourth and fifth chapters discuss the economic system. Chapter [V points out
that the statutes regarding “Inserting cash into the jar” ( A\ 4% # ) reveal the sources and
implications of several unconventional sources of income of the local government. Chapter
V restores strips No.41 and 43 from the Eighteen Qin Statutes: Statutes on Granaries
from Shuihudi and discusses the system of grain measurement and the conversion of
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measurements.

Chapter VI analyses the Eighteen Qin Statutes: Statutes concerning the Establishment
of Officials from Shuihudi for the names and establishment sequence of the Twelve
Commanderies. It points out that Twelve Commanderies refers back to the situation during
the reign of King Zhaoxiang ( ¥ % F ) and discusses the possible special connotations carried by
“Twelve”.

Chapters seven to nine examine questions concerning the legal system. Chapter VI
discusses issues of codification, including the “Structure, of sections and articles™ ( & # 4544 ),
“Collecting related statutes by section” ( & % 7 £ ), “Statements of crime and punishment”
(5 #| % 1% ), and the “Interpretation and application of the law” ( f# # 5 & | ). Chapter
VIl discusses the formulation and meaning of forms of legislation such as ordinances,
models, and norms. Chapter IX discusses the statutory meanings and connotations of some
terms such “Liability for illicit profit” ( 4 i ), “To be sentenced according to statues”™ ( 14
4 ), “Sharing the same categorical principle with” ( 5 [& % ), and “To be held liable for
illicit profit and considered as robbers” ( 4 lF % % ).

Chapters ten to thirteen discuss issues related to science and technology. Chapter X
investigates the sources on harmonics in the B Group Day Books from Fangmatan, pointing
out that a complete musical-calendrical notation system already appeared as early as in
the 3rd century BC. In this system, the main function of harmonics is a type of musical-
calendrical divination instead of developing a set of musical rules in the proper sense of the
word. Chapter Xl examines the Fangmatan Qin manuscript Division and Separation of the
Constellations ( £ 4% ) from the B Group Day Books. It concludes that the angular separation
described therein belongs to the same system as seen in the Plate of the 28 lunar mansions
(=4 /\ f§ # ) excavated from the Western Han tomb of Marquis Ruyin at Fuyang, and in a
citation to Liu Xiang’s Commentary to the Great Plan ({ #t 314 ))in the Kaiyuan Classic
of Divination (7 70 5 £ ). Chapter Xl confirms that the time system of the Qin and Han
dynasty included the twelve and sixteen hour systems, but that there is not enough evidence
to support the existence of the presumed eighteen, twenty-eight, and thirty-six hour systems.
Based on infrared pictures, chapter X [l shows that the orientation of maps on wooden
tablets from Fangmatan shows the south at the top and the north at the bottom, and further
establishes the locations of areas and of mountains and rivers on the maps.

Chapter XIV discusses grammatical problems related to the particle Suo ( f7 ) and the
coverbs Ke (7] )and Keyi (7] LA ) in Qin bamboo slips.

Appendixes one to three contain overviews of research on Qin bamboo slip manuscripts in
the West, Japan, and South Korea written by several foreign scholars, with a time range starting
from the excavation of the Shuihudi Qin manuscripts in late 1975 up to 2013.
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