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Abstract

At present, the educational circles exist dispute whether China at ancient times
exists “science” and “philosophy” on the west meaning. However, anyone with the
basic quality of Chinese culture should find and firmly believe that if we importune the
Western philosophy system and standard to correspond to the Chinese philosophy, it is
indeed put a round peg in a square hole, from we can break away from the invasion of
Western thought and culture in the past century and stand in the position and perspective
of Chinese civilization. So, when we face history, nobody can disregard that the
Chinese nation as a continuation of ancient civilizations has created the thought and the
glorious technological achievement at ancient times. Therefore, taking the technological
thought of Pre-Qin Dynasty as the research object is exactly the meaning of the research
on technological thought ( philosophy) and history of science & technology of china
should have now.

Of course, according to the current academic paradigm, the technological thought
of Pre-Qin Dynasty does not show the rigorous logical deduction and the
“standardization” in the form of a structure like modern philosophy of the west. In fact,
it is existing in the records in the Period of Pre-Qin Dynasty with the state of
“dispersing” and “lurking”. This situation requires us dig deep into the technological
thought of Pre-Qin Dynasty, comb carefully and present clearly from the whole, not
deduce some sort of conclusion from a statement or a few discussions about technology of
Pre-Qin’ s thinkers in the past. However, the former researches on the technological
thought of Pre-Qin, sometimes, lack of macroscopic view from every aspect such as
history, society, economy, politics and military affairs etc, lack of taking each
technological thought of Pre-Qin as a part of the whole system, lack of discussing the
“basic” effect of the Pre-Qin’ s view of nature on technological thought, lack of
discussing the “restrict” of the thinkers’ life circumstance and society background in the
period of Pre-Qin Dynasty on technological thought; lack of discussing the “limit” of
the various Pre-Qin’ s core ideas and ultimate goals to technological thought, so we find
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it is difficult to get the “true appearance” from the mainstream technological thought of
Pre-Qin.

For this reason, the main body of this book is taking the Confucians, Taoism,
Moism, Legalism as the study object, as Mr. Liang Qichao put forward in the study of
the political thought in the Period of Pre-Qin Dynasty “who takes four as one phase of
main force of thought” , when we face the six religions and the nine schools of thought
of Pre-Qin Dynasty, consider the depth and breadth of the influence of the thought,
consider the relevancy between the technological thought and the whole thought system,
consider the thought classics which we have been able to grasp directly can be regarded
as the research foundation. Therefore, this book dig, sort, analyze and summarize the
“foundation” of the nature of the technological thought, “constraints” of the social
background, main features and comparison, “restrict” of each core concept and the
ultimate goals on technological thought and the essence of each technological thought
mainly from four schools, the Confucians, Taoism, Moism and Legalism. On the

basis of the study above, the article gets the standards of the technical value that each

school, Confucians, Taoism, Moism and Legalism need to abide by, “ befitting
Ren”, “ befitting Dao”, “befitting love”, “befitting law” , and will establish a social
“order” unified and pointed by “Benevolence”, “Dao”, “love” and “law” and then

reconstruct and promote to the essence of the Pre-Qin’ technological thought.
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