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Soaking Up Splendor

Spring is the season when gardens awake to embrace sprouting grass, twittering birds, and clusters of blooming flowers
decorating pavilions and towers, creating breathtaking views fit for abodes of immortals.

Where humanity is found, so is life, and where life is found, so is poetry. Gardens are fusions of poetry and life. Mother Nature
creates beautiful landscapes, from which people find inspiration and construct their own gardens to encapsulate natural splendor.
The garden symbolizes the most profound interpretation of life - a poetic incarnation of reality.

From Genyue Royal Garden to Qionglin Garden of the Northern Song Dynasty (960-1127), from Epang Palace of the Qin
Dynasty (221-206BC.) to Yuanmingyuan (Garden of Perfect Brightness) of the Qing (1644-1911), and from Hanshan Villa to
the Imperial Summer Mountain Resort of the Qing, gardens evidence the pride and glory of a certain era of history. As a carrier of
memories and expressions of human .civilization, the garden has evolved along with the passage of time. Like a ruler, it measures
the path of soctal progress — a tangible representative of civilization.

Whether awesome imperial palaces or exquisite private gardens, magnificent Western villas or sublime Oriental courtyards,
designed gardens exhibit their own characteristics and convey voices from different classes, different nationalities, and different
cultures — embodying human ideals. They evoke passion and fee—lings with water, rockery, and architecture — expressions of spirit.

Historically, Chinese palaces and gardens experienced both rises and falls. From the Qin through the Tang dynasty, helping
hands were mobilized from across the country to construct massive royal palaces and gardens, while from the Song through the
Qing, there was a surge of popularity of private gardens. Along with the ebbs and flows of the feudal dynasties, gardens witnessed a
mix of joy and sadness, ups and downs — a mirror of nationwide sentiments.

Gardens not only inject delight into life, but also reflect reality. As a touch of spring crept into Beijing air, the Ninth China
(Beijing) International Garden Expo kicked off, adding even greater appeal to the capital. Visitors to the Expo Park will soak up

the charismatic beauty of gardens in various styles from around the world.

——Gu Xiaoyuan
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Expo Axis: A Scenic Thoroughfare
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Overarched by 800 gingko trees, the Expo Axis
resembles a green ribbon stretching from north to south
through the Expo Garden. Since most of the Expo’s major
scenic sites are found lining the boulevard, it also serves
as a transportation thoroughfare connecting all the

scenic attractions as well as a sightseeing axis.

EEmafsFTEX
Expo Axis runs from east to west
through the Expo Park
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