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Preface

Archaeological discoveries of ancient Chinese bronzes from the Erlitou
to Erligang culture have gradually increased. During the late Shang period,
there is a dramatic increase of bronze production. Such phenomenon occurs
not only within the Shang territory, but in several regions outside the Shang
culture sphere including the Chengyang Region in southern Shaanxi (Chenggu
and Yangxian), Ningxiang in Hunan, Kazuo in Liaoning, and the Jin-Shaan
Plateau along the bank of the Yellow River. The first three regions are further
away from Yinxu, present-day Anyang, the center of the Shang culture. The
Jin-Shaan Plateau is the closest to Anyang and has attracted most scholarly
attention.

Bronzes excavated from the Jin-Shaan Plateau have three characteristics.
First, the majority of the vessels were accidental finds during agricultural
activities. As a result, the contextual information of those vessels is not clear.
Second, these vessels were presumably burial goods; however, no cemetery
has been reported in the region. Third, only a small number of vessels were
discovered at each site and the find spots scatter across the Jin-Shaan Plateau.
Normally speaking, cemeteries are often discovered in conjunction with
settlements. The presence of bronze vessels in tombs implies the high social
status of the occupants. The settlement resided by those occupants therefore
should not be ordinary dwellings.

For a long period of time, Chinese archaeologists have made great efforts
to locate Shang period cemeteries and settlements in the Jin-Shaan Plateau;
yet only a handful of settlements have been identified by the beginning of this
century. The lack of sufficient archaeological evidence on one hand creates a
large space for imagination. Some scholars even propose that the Jin-Shaan
Plateau is occupied by the nomadic or animal husbandry culture in ancient
times. On the other, it also discourages scholars to pursue the research further.
The difficulties to study these bronzes lie in not only the lack of archaeological
information, but scattered and poor quality of publications before the 1980s.

Since the mid-1980s tomb robbery has been rampant and private collections
of cultural relics have become popular. National museums have had hard time
to collect bronzes that are unearthed sporadically. Due to the limitations in the
past, a large number of bronzes from the Jin-Shaan Plateau have been kept
in the storage room of each county and never published. For those that were
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published, however, the assemblage of the bronzes from the same site is often
incomplete and lacks detailed description. Moreover, the poor printing and low
resolution black and white photos severely compromise the research. For a long
period of time, there are plans to publish a comprehensive catalogue of bronzes
from the Jin-Shaan Plateau. In 2009, Bronzes from Northern Shaanxi, edited
by Cao Wei was published, which has received many attentions and positive
feedbacks from the academia. The beginning part of this book is on Shang
period bronzes west of the Yellow River from the Jin-Shaan Plateau. Bronzes
east of the Yellow River in Shanxi share the same cultural origin with and are
inseparable from those discovered from the west. Shanxi is even closer to the
Shang capital Yinxu. All these further prompt the collation and publishing of
bronzes from western Shanxi. The task is ultimately accomplished this year.
The Shang Period Bronzes from Western Shanxi edited by Han Binghua will
not only correct mistakes and oversights in the past, but fulfill a great need in
the academia. In this regard, this book is a major contribution and a triumph.

The Shang Period Bronzes from Western Shanxi is an artifact catalogue.
It differs from other catalogues. Besides introducing each bronze, the author
presents research and summary of current topics in the academia which
qualifies the book as a research monograph. The content of the book is
summarized below.

Bronzes from western Shanxi in this book refer to bronzes from western
Shanxi Plateau, the Linfen Basin, and the Taiyuan Basin. It is often the case
that bronzes from western Shanxi only refer to bronzes unearthed from the
western Shanxi Plateau. The inclusion of bronzes from the Linfen and Taiyuan
Basin not only provides more information to the academia, but has academic
considerations, which are explained in the book. There are significant numbers
of bronzes from western Shanxi that have never been published. Published
data from individual sites in most cases often focus on selected pieces such
as vessels and unusual artifacts that were thought to be more important than
others at the time. The assemblage of bronzes from the same site was often
fragmentary. This book, however, intends to present a complete picture by
including all bronzes composed of vessels and small items such bronze
arrowheads and roundels. To our best knowledge, bronzes from western Shanxi
are primarily from burials. Bronze assemblage from a single tomb is closely



tied to the burial practice, identity, social status and gender of the deceased.
The significance of the publication of the complete information of each finding
is beyond words.

Unlike other publications that usually categorize artifacts by type, bronzes
in this book are presented by site. This method of presentation is scientific
and logic in that it provides archaeological context, information of concurrent
bronzes or artifact assemblage, which greatly facilitates the archaeological
research of these bronzes. For vessels without any archaeological information,
the layout of the book based on artifact type would be better. For scholars
whose research focus on a certain type of bronzes, presentation by site creates
inconvenience. The author of this book is keenly aware of these issues and
creates a chart sorted by bronze type at the end of the book. The chart presents
discoveries by bronze type and registration number, sites where they come
from and the cultural group each belongs to. For the introduction of each
bronze, there are descriptions and photographs. And the majority of them
have line drawings and rubbings. Although line drawings and rubbings have
been included in some publications in recent years, not every publication has
realized the significance of including them.

There are a considerable number of publications on ancient Chinese
bronzes among which few have introductions to casting techniques. Those that
have this kind information are usually sketchy. With the increasing attention
on the metallurgical knowledge of bronzes in recent years, more and more
scholars have engaged in this kind of research including the editor of this book.
There is an entire chapter devoted to the discussion on the casting technique
of each type of vessel. Besides pointing out observable casting evidence such
as mold marks, casting on and repairing, the chapter includes X-ray images
of the bronzes to show spacers, contraction cavities, and other flaws occurred
during the casting. Based on above evidence, the author concludes the casting
procedure for each type of vessel including the method of piece-mold assembly
and casting process. In addition, the author provides a chart to present the alloy
composition and lead isotope ratio of each type of vessel. All these are rarely
seen in publications on bronzes in the past and provide the academia with
invaluable information.

Through the typological study of bronzes and related issues, the first
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research question is the dating of the bronzes. The dating of Shang period
bronzes from western Shanxi has been a focus of scholarly inquiry. The
author of this book divides the Shang date bronzes from western Shanxi into
five phases after reviewing previous scholarship on the topic. The dating
from phases Il to V agrees with the research of the Yinxu archaeological
team (Institute of Archaeology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences), which
defines Phase I1 from King Pangeng to early period of King Wuding, phase 111
from late Wuding to Zujia period, phase IV from Linxin to Wending period,
and phase V from Diyi to Shang Zhou transition. Phase I, however, is earlier
than the Pangeng period, which is during the Upper Erligang culture. After
periodization, further research can be carried out in conjunction with the
archaeological context.

Whenever we think about the Shang date bronzes from the Jin-Shaan
Plateau, we think about the complexity of their cultural elements. In the past,
there have been major discussions on the relationship between the Shang date
bronzes from the Jin-Shaan Plateau and those from the Central Plain and the
Northern Zone. The author of this book states his tripartite theory based on
the review of previous research. He proposes that Group A are stylistically
consistent with Shang bronzes since there are identical or very similar
examples from Yinxu. Group B share certain characteristics with those from
Yinxu, but demonstrate stylistic differences. These differences suggest regional
variations implying modifications of bronze style from Yinxu. Group B are
also named as a hybrid type by some scholars. Statistically, group B represent
the majority of the bronzes from the Jin-Shaan Plateau. Bronzes from Group
C possess distinctive stylistic features different from the previous two groups.
They are mostly weapons and tools, which take up the smallest portion. After
the periodization and categorization, the author compares and contrasts the
same type of vessels among sites to summarize the characteristic of each phase.
Such kind of research is fundamental and requires great dedications.

Lastly, the book discusses the archaeological culture and lineage affiliations
of Shang date bronzes from western Shanxi. Previous scholarship on these
issues primarily focuses on bronzes from the Linfen Basin and western Shanxi,
further west of the Taiyuan Basin. There are various proposals on the affiliated
archaeological culture of these bronzes. The author summarizes the previous
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scholarship in the following. Some scholars suggest the bronzes from the Jin-
Shaan Plateau belonged to the Guangshe Culture; some point out similarities
of bronzes from western Shanxi and northern Shaani and attribute both to the
Shilou-Suide Type. Others divide bronzes from Jin-Shaan Plateau into the
Shilou and Suide types or into the Guangshe, Zhukaigou and Lijiaya types.
Another theory attributes the bronzes from the Baode region to a separate
type. The majority of scholars believe that bronzes from the Jin-Shaan Plateau
belonged to the Lijiaya Culture.

The author of this book states that bronzes from the region do not fall
completely into the timeframe of the Lijiaya culture. The Lijiaya culture
can’t be equated to bronzes from the Jin-Shaan Plateau and should be studied
separately. The Lijiaya culture is a local culture and bronzes from the plateau
of western Shanxi is a regional type of the Shang culture and should be called
the Shilou-Suide type. Moreover, bronzes from the plateau of western Shanxi
include the Shangdong type, a foreign element.

The issue of regional states and lineage affiliations is another hot topic and
has various proposals. This author briefly introduces previous research and
offers an innovative perspective. He proposes the question to be viewed in a
diachronic fashion. He divides bronzes from western Shanxi into several units
according to their dating and distribution. By further introducing historical
records and oracle bone inscriptions, the author proposes the lineage affiliation
of each unit and their relationship with the respective archaeological culture.

Above is my brief introduction to the book. I am confident its publication
will deepen the research of above topics and further the archaeological work
on the Jin-Shaan Plateau. Some research questions in this book can’t be
discussed further because of the lack of contextual information of the bronzes.
It is necessary and urgent to conduct archeological surveys and excavations in
the Jin-Shaan Plateau to locate the Shang date cemetery and settlement. As |
stated at the beginning, the academia have made efforts in this regard. As far as
[ know, besides the Cultural Relics Institutions in Shanxi and Shaanxi province,
the Peking University, Jilin University, and the Institute of Archaeology of
the CASS (the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences) had all carried out
archaeological works in the region with above research questions in mind.
However, until the end of last century, little progress was made. In western
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Shanxi, only half of a trash pit in Gaohong, Liulin is found and excavated; and
in northern Shaanxi, the same archaeological phenomenon is only reported at
Lijiaya, Qingjian and Xuejiaqu in Suide. In fact, aside from these three sites,
there are hardly known contemporary sites in the region.

Are there extremely limited number of settlement sites in the Jin-
Shaan Plateau or there are many but yet to be discovered? These questions
are answered at the beginning of this century. Field investigations in
western Shanxi and northern Shaanxi led by Cao Dazhi and the Xinzhuang
archaeological team have revealed a large number of Shang period sites which
demonstrate a certain distribution pattern. Two sites were excavated, Gaohong
at Liulin (western Shanxi) and Xinzhuang at Qingjian (northern Shaanxi).

Archaeologists have identified more than twenty rammed-earth foundations
and excavated a few. Their shapes vary widely from irregular, rectangular
and double-square like to L-shaped. The largest foundation (No.7) is 46.8
meters from east to west and 11 meters from north to south and occupies more
than 500 square meters. This is the first large late Shang period architectural
foundation in Shanxi and its large scale is comparable to the palace of the
Shang King at Yinxu. The occupant of the structure must have possessed high
social status.

The architectural foundation at the Xinzhuang site is even larger. It is
situated on the top of two hills separated by a ravine. The architecture on the
“Houlaoyegai™ hill has a grand scale and unusual structure. It consists of a main
building and surrounding cloisters. The main building situated at the center
of the hill top is identified as a rectangular sunken courtyard with remaining
length of 35 meters from east to west, 22 meters from north to south, covering
an area of no less than 770 square meters.

The west side of the cloister was damaged, the other three sides were
constructed on the gentle slope of the hill among which only two levels of the
southern corridor with the gap of four meters remains. The entire architectural
complex, including the main building and remaining cloisters is about 4200
square meters much smaller than the original structure. This is the largest
Shang date architecture found outside Yinxu to date. The structure and the
scale of the architecture suggest it was a place for ceremonial activities.
The residential architecture is located on a lower terrace. More importantly,
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