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A Brief Biography of Composer

Binyang Li is a renowned composer and Professor of Music at the Department of
Composition at the Central Conservatory of Music. He entered the Central Conservatory in
1980, studying under the tutelage of the famous composer Professor Du, Mingxin, graduating
in 1985. Li had since then become a teaching staff at the Department. He later further his
studies in the United States, receiving a masters degree in composition (with Professor Dinos
Constandinides) from Louisiana State University in 1992. His proven success as a composer
is testified by receiving awards of international prestigious competitions in composition; his
major works include “First Symphony”; “God of Mountains” (Concerto for Guanzi); “Snow.
Yellow” (Symphony); “Yellow River From Heaven” (Chinese Orchestra, Voice and Chorus);
“Qing Shang” (Opera); “Patching Heaven”(Chinese Orchestra); “Nine Spaces”(Symphony);
“Passions of Moving Colors”(Symphony); “Danqing”(Pipa Concerto); “String Concerto”
(Symphony); other outstanding works include chamber music and music for TV series and
Movies. He has received many commissions, and his works have been performed worldwide.
He was honoured to be invited to compose for the Opening Ceremony of the 29th Olympic
Games held in Beijing in 2008. He is a member of the American Society of Composers,
Authors and Publishers (ASCAP), and a member of American Composers Forum(ACEF).
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Programme Note of Totem

All ethnic groups of different nationalities may have their own totems. The spiritual world of
human beings is on the verge of collapse , or may even vanish under the impact of modernization,
and it seems that the established image of totem is fast being blurred. However, totem will not |
disappear; it possesses the qualities of endurance, in spite of inevitable changes it may experience
as a result of acculturation. In form of a rondo, this single movement concerto endeavours to
portray the spirit of the somewhat mysterious mountains of remote South-West of China. The
piece is based on two pitches — D and A — the tunings of the open strings of the Erhu (two-string
fiddle). The music develops both vertically and horizontally, centering on the degree of a perfect
fifth.

Duration: about 16’40”

Premier of Totem: December 17, 2005 at the Concert Hall of Central Conservatory Music, Beijing,
with Yang Xue, Erhu, and Liu Sha, Conductor

Recent performance: August 12, 2016 at Beijing Concert Hall, with Yan Jiemin, Erhu, and Peng

Jiapeng, Conductor
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"I A (4)
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% (1-2)
1&& (1)
A (4-6)
®E (6-8)
N Z3%(2-3)
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F

FAKF(8-12)
Ak E

B 810, 5MmA XA
— 7%, 8 F £ L)
M (2AE 5 HH &
A—iT# AFETH)
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KIRE (6-8)
AEF 3 (4-6)

Zhudi(2)
Suona(4)
Bawu(doubled by Suona I')
Sheng(1-2)

Bass Sheng(1)
Liuqin(4-6)
Pipa(6-8)
Xiaosanxian(2-3)
Zhongruan(6)
Daruan(4-6)
Dasanxian(2-3)
Zheng

Bass(8-12)
Erhu Solo
Gaohu(8-10)

Banhu(more than 2)

Erhu(10-12)
Violon Cello(6-8)
Double Bass(4-6)
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Percussion I (5-7)

Kouxian(2)
Paigu(5)
Percussion II
Glockenspiel
Muyu(9)
Percussion III
Triangle
Tambourine

Bells

Suspended Cymbals
Tam-Tam

Grand Tam-Tam
Piatti(a pair of )
Percussion IV
Maracas

Percussion V

Xiangjiaogu(3,high,medium,low)

Percussion VI

Small Chinese Cymbals (a pair of)

Dabo (a pair of)
Percussion VII

Datanggu(Chinese Bass Drum)

Bass Drum(Use soft hammer and

Steel Brush)
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