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| Exam summary

The Cambridge English: First and Cambridge English: First for Schools exams are for students
who are at a B2 level in the CEFR. The for Schools version is for younger students who want
to take the exam. Both exams have four papers with the for Schools version having wplcs
that are more suitable for younger candidates.

Reading and Use of English 1 hour 15 minutes

Parts 1 and 3 of the exam are designed to test vocabulary, Part 2 tests mainly grammar and
Part 4 tests both grammar and vocabulary.

Parts 5, 6 and 7 are reading tasks based on texts of about 550-650 words. The texts
can come from fiction or non-fiction sources such as newspapers and magazines, or
informational sources like brochures, guides and websites.

You must write your answers on a separate sheet.

Part Task mformatlon

1 8 multiple choice questlons You choose words from A-Dto complete agapin a text.

2 8 open gap-fill questions. You think of one word to complete each gap.

3 8 word formation questions. You complete the gaps with the correct form of the given word.

4 6 key word transformation questions. You complete a sentence with a given word to make a sentence
| with the same meanlng as another one.

5 6 multlple choice questions. You read a text and then choose the correct answer from optlons A-D.

6 6 gapped text questions. You read a text which has had 6 sentences removed and you must decide

where the sentences go in the text. There is one extra sentence which doesn't belong to the text.
7 10 multiple matching questions. You read a text or group of short texts and match the information in

each question to the correct part of the text(s)

Writing 1 hour 20 minutes
You must do Part 1 and choose one of the Part 2 tasks. You must write your answers in the booklet.

Part Task information

1 You write an essay glvmg yourapmlon on the topic. You use your own ideas and the |deas given.

2 You may be asked to write an email, a letter, an article, a review, or a report (First only) or story (F:rst
for Schools only), based on a specific situation. The topic, purpose and reader will be explained to you.
In the for Schools exam you can also choose from a set text.

I TREE, e e e A PDE i R o ertongbogkicom



Listening about 40 minutes

You hear and see the instructions for the exam. You hear each part of the exam twice.
Recordings are taken from a wide variety of sources. When one person is speaking
you may hear news, instructions, a lecture, a report, a speech, a talk or an
advertisement. If two people are speaking you may hear a discussion, a conversation,
an interview or a radio programme.

You must write your answers on a separate sheet. -

Part Task information

1 8 multiple choice questions . You hear one or two people talking in eight different situations of about
30 seconds. You choose the answers from options A-C.

2 10 sentence completion questions. You hear one person talking and you complete sentences by
writing a word or short phrase. The speech lasts for about 3 minutes.

3 5 multiple matching questions. You hear five short extracts that are linked by a common theme.
Each extract is about 30 seconds. For each extract you choose from a list of eight possible answers.

4 7 multiple choice questions — You hear an interview or conversation between two people lasting for
about three minutes. For each question you choose the answers from options A-C.

Speaking 14 minutes
You usually do the Speaking part of the exam with another candidate. Sometimes you might be asked to do it in
a group of three. There are two examiners in the room, but only one of them will ask you questions.

Each part of the exam lasts for 3 to 4 minutes.

Part Task information

1 The examiner asks you some questions about yourself.

2 You talk for one minute about two pictures and then comment on the other candidate’s pictures.

3 You discuss some prompts with the other candidate.

4 You have a conversation with the other candidate and the examiner about things connected to the

topic in Part 3.

(Note that there are no Speaking tasks in the Exam practice sections of this book.)



GRAMMAR SECTION

Present tenses

You are going to hear Millie talking on her phone to her friend Lisa. It’s Saturday morning. Before you
listen, answer these questions.

1 Whereis Lisa? 2 Where is Millie?
3 Why do you think Millie is phoning Lisa?

Lisa Millie

Bl Bo2) Listen and check if you were right.

D@ Listen again and answer these questions. Write complete sentences.

What's Millie doing this morning? She'’s looking round the shops.

What does she do nearly every Saturday?

What's she looking for?

What's Lisa wearing?

What's she doing this morning?

What does she do whenever she goes to town?

What's Millie looking at right now? ___
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What does Lisa want Millie to do now?

Look at your answers to Exercise 3 and answer these questions.

Look at answers 2 and 6. What tense are they?

Look at answers 1, 3, 4, 5 and 7. What tense are they?

Which sentences are about regular actions?

Which sentences are about actions at or around the time of speaking?
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Look at answer 8. Does it fit the pattern?




Present tenses 1

Present simple

+ | verb/verb +-s She works in London.
— | do/does not + verb He doesn’t work in London.
? | do/does ... + verb? Where do you work?

We use the present simple:

® to say when things happen if they take place regularly:
They eat lunch at two o'clock.

* to talk about permanent situations:
| work in London.

e to state general truths:
Those bags sell really fast.
The moon goes round the earth.

= to talk about habits and how often they happen:
You buy new clothes every Saturday.

* o describe the plots of books and films:
The story begins and ends in Spain. The year is 1937.

"7 Present continuous .

+ | am/is/are + verb + -ing He’s working in London this week.
- | am/is/are not + verb + -ing I'm not working in London this week.
2 | amlis/are ... + verb + -ing? Are you working in London this week?

We use the present continuous:

* to talk about the present moment:
I'm wearing a pair of old jeans.
I'm looking at a blue bag right now.

® tosuggest that an action is temporary, often with words like now, at the moment, at present or just:
They're eating lunch at the moment.
I'm working in London this week. (= | don't usually work in London.)

* for an action around the time of speaking, which has begun but is not finished:
I'm cleaning my room.
I'm looking round the shops. (Millie isn't looking round at this moment — she has stopped to talk to Lisa —
but she plans to continue looking round later.)
* for changing or developing situations:
Navy blue bags are getting really fashionable.
The Earth’s temperature is risirfy.
® with a word like always or continually if we want to criticise or complain:
You're always buying new clothes! (= you buy too many)
He's always complaining about things.
® with always when something unexpected happens several times:
I'm always meeting my neighbour John near the station. | guess he works somewhere near there.



1 Present tenses

51 state verbs

These verbs are nearly always used in a simple rather than a continuous tense. They are mostly about thoughts,
feelings, belonging and the senses:

... that leather bag you want to get (not yeu-are-wanting-to) i
You don’t deserve to hear it. (not yet-arer't-deservingto) 4
The following are some important state verbs:
e thoughts: believe, know, mean, realise, recognise, remember, suppose, understand, feel (= believe),
think (= believe):
| think you're wrong.
We feel this decision is right.
e feelings: adore, dislike, despise, hate, like, love, want, wish, prefer:
They despise me because of the way I'm living,
* belonging: belong, have (= possess), own, possess:
It belongs to my father.
The manager has the biggest company car.
» senses: smell, taste, hear, see:
This sauce tastes great.
I hear what you're saying to me, but | don't agree.
Do you see anything you want to buy here?
We use can with these verbs to show we are talking about this moment:
| can see you're tired. o
| can hear someone in the next room.
» other state verbs: need, contain, deserve, fit, seem, look (= seem), look like, matter, weigh:
This medicine contains aspirin.
Mark weighs 70 kilos.

A\ Think is not a state verb when it refers to what someone is doing, not what they believe:
I'm thinking about my holiday.

A\ Have can be continuous when it does not mean ‘possess":
Steve is having a difficult time at college this term.
Can | phone you back later? We're having lunch right now.

A\ Taste and smell can be continuous when they refer to what someone is doing:
I'm tasting the sauce.

A\ Listen to, watch and look at are not state verbs and can be continuous:
We're listening to music and Diane is watching a DVD upstairs.

A\ See can be continuous when it means ‘meet with':
Lara’s at the medical centre. She’s seeing a doctor about her sore throat.

A\ Weigh can be continuous when it refers to what someone is doing:
The shop assistant is weighing the cheese.

"% The verb to be

The verb to be is nearly always used in a simple rather than a continuous tense. When it is continuous it
emphasises that a situation is temporary. It often describes a person’s behaviour:

You're being so impatient! (Millie doesn't believe that Lisa is normally an impatient person.)

My brother is being very nice to me this week. | wonder what he wants!

Francis is filling in a form online, so we're all being quiet as we don't want him to make any mistakes.
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2 Carl:

Fergus:

o W

o o

b

My father

E‘T Choose the correct sentence from each pair.

o o ®

Megan goes to Hong Kong every January.

o o

Megan’s going to Hong Kong every January.

Everyone needs a break from work sometimes.

Everyone is needing a break from work sometimes.
What period of history do you study this term?

What period of history are you studying this term?

knows

(not fit) me any more.
4

She

You're very quiet this evening. What
Who

(smell) a bit odd. What's in it?

1 Alex:

Ben:

Why __are you wedring

(be) that man? Why

Oh, I'm sorry. It

(you / wear) my coat?

Donna:

No, sorry. |
Eddie:

Can you translate it?

- Fillin the gaps with the present simple or present continuous form of the verbs.

(look) like mine in this light.
(have) no idea what this sentence

Yes. You're right.
Eddie:

Gina:

Hamid:

No, but they certainly

at us very strangely.

(not understand) it either.

| don't have enough money for a long holiday this year. /

I'm not having enough money for a long holiday this year.

(you / think) about?
“(have) such beautiful manners normally.

My brother lives with us until he can find a flat of his own.

My brother is living with us until he can find a flat of his own. v

The team manager looks bad-tempered in public, but he's always being very kind to young players.
The team manager looks bad-tempered in public, but he's always very kind to young players.
This pie

(E‘"‘_\‘j' Complete these sentences with the present simple or present continuous form of the verbs.
|

(know) all about mending cars, but nothing about bicycles.

(like) the jacket of this suit, but unfortunately the trousers

(vour sister / be) so rude to him?

(vou / see) those men near the door? They

What

across to speak to us.

(mean).

their dessert, and you
I just

(you / recognise) them from anywhere?

(seem) to know us. They

so noisy this evening! |

(vou / do) in the kitchen? Our guests

(look)

(get) in my way!

(want) to be somewhere quiet for a while. Everyone

(not know) why — it’s very unusual.

__(come)

(wait) for

(be)

11
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1 Present tenses

. Complete the email using the present simple or present continuous form of these verbs.

behave come cost eat enjoy feel go have like love pay realise say

seem  serve show smile stay take visit

correct verb forms.

B W

v

12

Dear Stephanie,

How are you? We're fine. Our trip round the States (1) — 29619 \well and we
(2) —————— ourselves a lot. One good surprise is that things (3) ——————
less here than back home. For example, this weekend we (4) ————— in a motel beside

a lake and we (B) ————— only $65 per night for a room with a beautiful view.

The only thing we (6) ————— (not) much is the food. Restaurants (7)

dinner rather early. We (8) (neven at six o'clock at home so we

99— —n—— (not) hungry then and American portions (10) ——————— very big to
us. Apart from that, we (11) ___ a wonderful time. We (12) lots of
interesting little towns and we absolutely (13) the scenery.

People here (14) —————— in a very friendly manner towards strangers. All the shop
assistants (15) ——————— at us, and everyone (16) —————— '"Have a nice day!’

At home, the TV (17) ———— (always) us bad news stories about the States, but in fact,

when you (18) ——————
here, you (19) —— ————
it's a really great place.

We (20) lots
of photos to show you.

Much love,

Mick and Mary

O Cambridge First candidates made mistakes in the following sentences. Choose the

| want / am wanting to help out at the camp this summer.

Most Spanish companies belong / are belonging to multinationals nowadays.

I think / am thinking about interviewing my grandfather’s friend, who collects vintage cars.
My father went to that university, so he knows / is knowing all about it.

Ned has / is having a lot of problems with his teacher at the moment.

Every town needs / is needing a library, even though everyone has the internet nowadays.
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