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Preface

A pencil drawing which reveals the scenery of Heilongjiang came to light. It is an achievement from
strenuous efforts over the decades.

Heilongjiang is the northern and easternmost Chinese province. Formerly known as Heishui, it is called
sahaliyan ula in Manchu Language, sahaliayn means *“ Hei (dark)” , ula means “shui (river)” On the

map, the shape of Heilongjiang looks like a swan spreading its wings, vividly reflecting the province’s
fertility and beauty.

Heilongjiang is well-known for its beautiful scenery, clear water, steep mountains, snowy forests and a
variety of species. It is an animal kingdom, with a splendid view of the frozen Northenland in China.

It has magnificent rivers, fertile wetland, vast areas of forests, mystical snow and modernized
agriculture. It also enjoys a variety of minority folk customs and the black earth...

I was born in Heilongjiang and I love my homeland so much, especially the mountains and rivers. It has
long been the pursuit of my life to draw the pictures of Long River (Dragon River). So after I retired,
I began my plan of pursuing my dream by drawing and traveling. I cycled along the Long River and 1
drew with my pens whatever I saw, from Lenghan Palace, the source of the Weiken River, to the lava
flows in Hengshan Mountain at the west gate; from the mountains in the south to the plains in the north,
wherever I went, I never stopped drawing.

1 travelled thousands of miles in my homeland and I drew thousands of sketches.I left my footprint in 13
cities, from Dongjing City to Greater Khingan Mountains, from the Wusuli river to the Songnen Plain.
My dream of traveling the Long River came true and my art career has reached a new stage.



Hardwork pays off. Except for thousands of sketches, I managed to obtain greater achivements.
Many sketches were exhibited and won prizes. Newspapers of provincial or above pbulished many of
my works. Some are collected by large painting albums for instance, Chinese Selected Sketches , the
Contemporary Sketch Art of China, Chinese Contemporary Sketches, the Contemporary Chinese art,
the journal of Chinese Calligraphers and Painters (1949-2009 ). I published Selected Artworks of Li
Yiquan.

I selected 136 pictures from the thousands of sketches I drew to share in this book. I divided them into
several parts to better present the beautiful scenery of Heilongjiang to readers.

I am so glad that my pen drawing Heilongjiang Scenery will be published this summer. I hope readers
will learn more about my art and get a glimpse of my spiritual world. Meanwhile, I hope to create more
and better work in the near future.

Li Yiquan
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