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" Enter the World of the

== Unexplained

In 1872, a ship called the Mary Celeste was found drifting in
the North Atlantic Ocean—with no-one on board.

The crew of the Mary Celeste had disappeared! Some people thought that
the ship was attacked by a giant octopus. Or that the crew drowned when an
island rose from the sea and then sank again. Or that a whirlwind sucked the
crew off the decks. Or that everyone fell overboard into the mouths of hungry
sharks.
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Notes

drift: be carried along gently by a current
of water. #i&

board: on or in (a ship or a vehicle). Z(#% %
RBIA)E

crew: all personnel operating or serving
aboard a ship. 2/&A5 R}

suck: draw sb. or sth. *&




The Mystery of the Ship that Sailed Herself

Ten people had set sail on the Mary Celeste: the captain, his wife and young
daughter, and seven crewmen. They were never seen again—and the mystery of what
happened to them has never been solved,
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Notes
mystery: thing of which the cause or origin is impossible to
explain. WAL Fy; LAt
murder: kill (another human being) unlawfully. X174 ; #&
explanation: the act or process of explaining. ##



Chronometer
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Chronometers keep highly
accurate time. They are used to
work out a ship’s longitude.
Sextants are used to measure the
position of the sun. Sailors use
chronometers and sextants to help

them find their way at sea.
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measure: ascertain the dimensions, quantity, or capacity of. %

slice sth. off: cut sth. from a larger piece. ¥ X4 T

normal: conforming with, adhering to, or constituting a norm,
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Secrets in Stone

Stonehenge is a group of huge stones in England. It was
probably built about 5,000 years ago. So how did its makers manage
to transport, shape, raise and connect the giant stones? Even more
mysterious, how did they know how to position the stones in exactly the
right spots to measure the movements of the sun and moon? The answer is: no-
one knows.

There are megaliths, or big stones, all over the world. On Easter Island there
are about 900 giant stone heads. The statues are from 3 to 12 metres high. Some
weigh over 45 tonnes. That's more than the weight of seven elephants! How did
the statues get on Easter Island? A legend says they walked there. The mystery is
still waiting to be solved.
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legend: a story handed down by tradition. #4{




Easter Island is now a national park, watched over by the
stern-looking stone heads.
EETNBNERE-TEZOR, —LEBTROLANELTIDEE.
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stern: serious and grim. ®H#); NI T EH

temple: building used for the worship of a god or gods. & ; #; AR
alien: being from another world. A % — AN Rk ¥4 4h

spaceship: a vehicle intended to be launched into space. F & k45




'shaped area of the Atla i
through in 1492, his compasf
crashing into the ocean.

But the area really became famous in 1945. One sunny afternoon,
planes, with 14 men on board, took off into the clear sky. The flight leader radioed™
that something was wrong with his compass. Then the planes vanished w:thout
trace. And so did the rescue plane sent to search for them! Nothing was ever
found. No oil slick, no floating wreckage, no bodies. Nothing . . .
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BmikMEZERH - 1945

1880 1948
Flight 19 (five torpedo bomber
planes, and their crews) disappears.
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go haywire: out of control. % %324

vanish: disappear completely and suddenly.
RRELWX

rescue: set free, as from danger or

imprisonment; save. & #; &8
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The ship Marques disappears
with 18 people on board.
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- Th\éiMarine Sulphur Queen
- disappears with 39 people on board.
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== A US Nz;vy plane vanishes

. with 42 people on board. |
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A cargo plane lost with

4 people on board.
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Notes
destroy: ruin. AR
location: place or position. -
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