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Foreword

It is a great pleasure to write the preface to this wonderful book. As you begin
your journey to become a better trader by harnessing the power of TradeStation, I’d
like to share with you some of the remarkable history that brought TradeStation to
where we are today.

In 1978, two teenager brothers in Miami read a book about how to make a
fortune trading stocks and commodities. They thought they had discovered a golden
opportunity, a path to riches. They gathered their combined life savings, about USD
2,000, opened a brokerage account, and began to trade, carefully following the
advice from this book. In about one month, they had tripled the size of their account.
Delighted, they put a down-payment on their dream car, a 1978 Chevrolet Corvette.
One month after that, even though they continued carefully to follow the book’s
advice, their brokerage account was wiped out.

The Cruz brothers had learned a lesson the hard way—that “how-to” books
which recommend specific strategies do not translate to sustained successful trading.
It occurred to them that if the authors of these strategies really knew the key to trading
success, they would be in the markets themselves, making their fortunes trading, not
writing books.

The Cruzes put their losses behind them, and continued on their journey at that
time to become classical violinists. Bill went to The Julliard School of Music and
Ralph to the Jacobs School of Music at Indiana University. They were both talented
musicians, and likely would have had rewarding careers as classical violinists, but
their sobering experience with that lost brokerage account kept gnawing at them.
They kept thinking there must be a better way to trade, to improve the odds at success

in the securities and futures markets. What they started in 1982 to find that better way
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to trade turned out to be what the world knows today as TradeStation.

In the 1980s, personal ownership of computers started to become widespread in
the United States and other parts of the world. This accelerated dramatically in the
1990s when companies like Microsoft, Apple and others hit the mass market. The
Cruzes believed that if a computer could be used to accept a trader’s custom idea or
strategy, and then test that strategy against historical market data, the trader would
have truly valuable information and improved likelihood of trading success. They
didn’t stop there. They saw that if the trader could then use his computer to refine and
optimize his strategy that would increase the advantage. And, finally, if the computer
could automate the strategy to produce real-time signals or trade orders, the trader
could compete on a level playing field with the institutions that had traditionally
dominated the financial markets.

In 1991, after years of research, and trial-and-error, the trading platform known
today as TradeStation was launched, enabling traders to create, back-test and automate
custom strategies to produce real-time buy and sell trade signals.

For over 30 years, TradeStation has been a leader in developing innovative
computer-based market analysis and trading tools for traders all over the world. Since
2002, TradeStation has been a multi-asset online broker as well, offering direct access
trading through the TradeStation platform. In 2011, TradeStation was acquired by
Monex Group, and has since launched localized versions of TradeStation in Japan,
China and South Korea, allowing those traders to trade their financial markets using
the power of the TradeStation platform.

TradeStation continues the tradition started by the Cruz brothers, with a laser
focus on helping traders elevate their trading, using the platform to test ideas, identify
trading opportunities and execute trades. With our commitment to innovation
and continuous investment, intelligent traders around the world know that what

TradeStation offers, no other company can match. This book is offered to Chinese
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traders to assist you in using the power of TradeStation in China’s growing financial
markets.
I hope you enjoy this book and good luck on your journey to become a master

trader!

John Bartleman
President, TradeStation Group Inc.

Oct, 2017
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