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ABSTRACT : Historicism is so extensive and com-
plicated that it has become the most disputable prob-
lem with the greatest impact on the western culture in
20" century. In order to clean it up,this text puts for-
ward Theory of Cultural Arena, focusing on macro-
scopic inspection of philosophy of culture.

Cultural development is fundamentally by its are-
na,change of which will lead to adjustment of cultural
structure and even its revolution. Furthermore, cul-
tural structure determines the properties and sub-
stance of the actual culture. The western cultural are-
na has evolved from BEING to BECOMEING,of them
the former being represented as reason, the latter as
historicity. The property of western cultural is “to
reasonize” , thus it is inclined to “to repel historicity”,
and therefore it has evolved traditional cultural feature
of rationalism. However, culture develops comprehen-
sively,and absoluted reason will inevitably lead to the
turn of historicity. Consequently, historicism has
turned into the kernel of the modern western culture.

The modern western culture which developed

from 19™ century to 20" century, generally has two
3



great trends of thought—humanism and scientism,
The author maintains that both of them embody a dis-
tinguishing feature of historicism. Historicism is the
unity of historicity and reason,and, of reasonized his-
toricity and historicized reason. The trend of thought
of humanism developed form absolute historicity to
reasonized historicity, while the trend of thought of
scientism developed from positive reason to histori-
cized reason. The solution of the problem of rea-
sonized historicity and historicized reason symbolizes
that philosophy f humanistic and scientific historicism
is fundamentally established. Historicism offered a
theoretic basis foe unity of western humanism and sci-
entism. Accordingly.the author infers that the west-
ern culture in 21" century is bound to be of histori-
cism of a dialectical unity of reason and historicity.
Keywords: Historicism; Western Culture; 20™
Century; Cultural Arena; Reasonization of Historic-

ity; Historicization of Reason
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