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Abstract

The problem of aging has become obvious with the continuing process of
population aging in China. The undertaking of aging has shown its importance in
the construction of socialism. However, we have entered the aging society with
the undeveloped economic level, the undertaking of aging in China still cannot
meet the trend of aging in China, which creates a great gap between the general
economic status and the development of the society. Constructing a scientific
indicator system of the undertaking of aging on the background of coordination
and promotion of the four comprehensive strategic layout and actively
responding to the aging of the population, is of great significance. Not only for
estimating the current situation of undertaking of aging in China, but providing
data evidence for the harmony of the undertaking of aging and the development
of the society. Therefore it can provide reference for the government to formulate
policies for the elderly.

The quantitative estimation of the status of undertaking of aging is an
issue of highly theoretical and practical importance. The quantitative indicator
system helps us estimate, supervise, and comment on the development of the
undertaking of aging and its related factors on the basis of knowing the status of
the undertaking of aging completely and thoroughly. Thus, the policies related to
aging can be improved and macro level of undertaking of aging will be raised.

On the basis of categorizing and summarizing the domestic and
foreign essays on the topic of undertaking of aging, this book starts from the
conceptualization of the undertaking of aging. Adopting the combined research

perspective, such as combination of international and internal, macroscopical
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and microcosmic, common and characteristic, tries to construct and demonstrate
the indicator system of the undertaking of aging in China.

First of all, the book reviewed and analysed the concept of the undertaking
of aging, and regarded it as a starting point of the research, redefining the
concept and content, and analysing the main characters. Secondly, with The
Police of Active Aging Madrid International Plan of Action on Aging(2002),
healthy aging, the activity theory, the theory of life quality of the aging, life
course theory, and the sustanable theory as the theoretical evidence, following
the principles of the multiple indication system, the book ascertained the
academic frame, and the dimension of evaluation and indicator design. Finally,
based on the authoritative data publicized by the statistical department, the book
counted the indicator of the undertaking of the aging in 31 provinces to test the
rationality of the indicator system and supplied the regular tool for the evaluation
of the development of the undertaking of the aging.

The book is mainly supported by the following findings:

Firstly, the undertaking of the aging is the social construction and social
service enterprise, which led by the government, concerned with everyone in the
society, to meet the challenge and improve the welfare for the aged. The goal of
the undertaking of the aging is to meet the basic needs, enhance the diathesis,
exert the potential and achieve the entirely development of the aged.

Secondly, based on the situation in our country, the content of the
undertaking of aging includes the social security (economic and medical
treatment), welfare and service, social salvation, activity and rights of the aged,
and devotion on the undertaking of aging. The trait of the undértaking of aging
involves harmony, common-benefit, welfare, combination of commonwealth &
profitability.

Furthermore, from the point of combination of meeting the challenge

of aging and improving the quality of life of the aged, the system of the
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undertaking of the aging in China consists of indicators of health , the quality of
life, participation, and the social security. Besides, it involves the healthy level
quality of life, education level, the aged securiEy, medical service, service for the
aged, activity of culture and education, and ensurement of rights and interests of
the aged. '

Finally, the book demonstrates the undertaking of aging and evaluates
comprehensively and compares regionally of 31 provinces in our country on
the foundation the statistics published by the statistics department, Such as
1% of the population sample survey in 2005, China civil affairs statistics
yearbook(2005), Yearbook of labour statistics of China(2005), and China
statistics yearbook(2005).

General evaluations.The development of the undertaking of aging is
above middle level in 2014. The undertaking of aging in 31 provinces distributes
in ladder states. In Shanghai, the level of the undertaking of aging is the
highest. Next are Beijing and Tianjin. It is the lowest of the development of the
undertaking of aging in Guizhou, Gansu and Tibet. Compared with that in 2004,
it is raised for the development indicator of undertaking of aging in 2014, which
shows the upward trend of development of the undertaking of aging. That is also
benefited by the quick development of the provinces which listed at the latter
part.

Compared with the ranking of development index of the undertaking of
aging, human development index, China development index of 31 provinces
(city, district) in 2004, we find they are in similiar ranking in general, except
for several provinces. There are 9 of 10 provinces in the same ranking between
the development index of undertaking of aging and human development
index. There are exactly the same in the quantitiative value and the change of
direction, in view of the development index of the undertaking of aging, human

development index and China development index, for 7 provinces including
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Zhejiang, Yunan, Jiangxi, Hubei, Qinghai, Guizhou and Tibet. Therefore it
is approved reasonable and objective for the index selection, weight design,
calculation method and other parameters of the undertaking of aging.

Structure Analysis. In general, it is almost developing balanced for the
indicators of the undertaking of aging in different areas. And it is the same in the
changing direction for every indicators and general index. In details, the highest
developing one is health indicator, next are participation indicator, security
indicator, and the lowest is indicator of life quality in 2014. The indicator
ranking is a little bit different in 2004, the highest one is the participation
indicator, next are the health indicator and the indicator of life quality, the lowest
was security indicator .

Comparing with that in 2004, the health indicator raises. The quantitiative
value are similiar in health indicator of the different provinces. It is stable for the
leading position in health indicator for provinces like Shanghai, Tianjin, Beijing,
Xinjiang. It is promoted greatly for the quantitiative value in health indicator for
provinces like Ningxia and Gansu, but their backward status has not changed
in the whole country. The general indicator of life quality has raised about 2
points in 2014, compared with that in 2004. There are no change for the ranking
in the indicator of life quality of 7 provinces including Shanghai, Beijing,
Zhejiang, Tianjin, Jiangsu, Guangdong and Tibet. It is the biggest change for the
participation indicator, no matter the ranking, or the quantitiative value, which
is characterised of ranking changes in provinces, decrease of quantitiative value.
From 2004-2014, there is the bigger change for security indicator in different
provinces ( city, district). Apart from Shanghai, Jiangsu whose leading position
are stable, it is obvious for the degradation in ranking for Beijing, Zhejiang,
Shandong, Henan, etc. The ranking is upgrading for provinces including Shanxi,
Chongqing, Sichuan, Anhui and Qinghai.

Equilibrium analysis.The undertaking of aging has not been developed
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in balance in 2014, which need to be enhanced to great extent, with character of
‘not high level and not enough balance’. There are a few of provinces that not
only the level of the undertaking of aging is high, but developed balanced, such
as Shandong and Jiangsu. Even the strongest ;reas need to be strenghthened in
the balanced development. In most of the provinces, the level of the undertaking
of aging are low and in the unbalanced development. As for 4 elements
indicators, there are several provinces with high score of specific indicator such
as Shandong, Tibet and Gansu, which show their great advantage in specific
indicator. At the mean time, some provinces’ lower scores in specific indicator
including Tianjin and Heilongjiang also show that they need to be improved to a
great extent in developing balanced of the undertaking of aging.

Comparing with proportion of standard deviation with mean of 4
elements indicators, the average level of 4 elements indicators in 2014 is much
balanced than those in 2004. There are 8 provinces with score less than 0.04
in the proportion of standard deviation with mean, and 15 provinces with
score 0.04-0.08 in 2014. There are only 3 provinces with score less than 0.04
in the proportion of standard deviation with mean in 2004 including Jiangsu,
Heilongjiang and Hainan, of 3 different development levels in high, medium,
lower status of the undertaking of aging. There are 20 provinces with score 0.04-
0.08 in the proportion of standard deviation with mean, only 3 provinces of them
including Jiangsu, Shandong and Liaoning are developed well in the undertaking
of aging, and the rest 17 provinces are not.

Area analysis.The undertaking of aging were district-lopsided, each area
presents different state. All 31 provinces are classified and defined into strongest
areas, stronger areas and ecumenic areas, with the way of cluster analysis in
multivariate statistics, taking 4 elements indicators of the undertaking of aging
as clustering variables. According to the result, there are 2 cities including

Shanghai and Beijing as strongest areas, 4 provinces (city) including Tianjin,
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Zhejiang, Jiangsu and Fujian as stronger areas, and the rest 25 provinces(city,
district) as ecumenic areas. Comparing with that in 2004, the classification of
areas is almost the same, except for the replacement of Fujian into Guangdong
province.

With analysis of the general indicators and 4 elements indicators of the
undertaking of aging in strongest areas, stronger areas and ecumenic areas, it
is benefited from the high level in life quality and participation of strongest
areas and stronger areas, which leading to the medium upstream level of the
undertaking of aging in China. As for different areas, the strongest areas are
much better in the 4 indicators of health ,life quality, participation and security
in the undertaking of aging than the other 2 areas. The stronger areas have
advantage in participation indicator, disadvantage in security indicator. The
ecumenic areas are needed to improve the most in the indicator of life quality
and security.

Comparation & analysis of strongest areas. In view of the prominent
advantage of the strongest areas in the undertaking of the aging, this book
made a intensive and detailed research of the 4 indicators and efficacy value of
specific indicator of Shanghai and Beijing in 2014 and 2004. It is showed the
characters of similiar general level, big difference in security indicator, lack of
balance, with result of this research on indicators of Shanghai and Beijing in
2014. Beijing gains experience from Shanghai in health, life quality and security
in 2004. At the same time, Beijing makes a good demonstration in society
participation of the aged for Shanghai in the undertaking of aging.

Compared with the average level in China in 2014, It is leading edge for
the health indicator in the strongest areas, and the indicator of life quality is
nominate of the 4 indicator for the strongest areas. Shanghai is the highest in
the levels of citizens income, rural residents income, basic living allowance

in China. At the same time, the values of 4 indicators of Beijing are much
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higher than those of the rest of the areas in China. As for specific indicator, the
indicator of society participation of strongest area is even lower than the average
level. Therefore the strongest areas are strong in relative sense. Besides the
disadvantage in specific indicators of strongest area is not only affect the general
level in these areas or even in all the country, but also the balanced development
of all core indicators of the undertaking of aging. As for security indicator, the
4 aspects characterised with Obvious difference, Great deal of diversity, after
comparation with efficacy value of specific indicators in Shanghai and Beijing.
It is worthy of attention to formulate much more positive, healthier, humanizing
policy for the aging, in order to improve the life quality of the centenarians.
It is the highlight to encourage and support the establishing of senior society
organizations, promote the investment in the undertaking of aging for these two
areas in the near future.

The innovation of the book:

1.The book redefined the concept of the undertaking of aging.

On the base of the pectination on the existing conception, the book
assimilated the reasonable content, making up the scarcity, and ultimately
redefined the conception.

2.The book constructed the indicator system of the undertaking of aging.

Based on the the concept, the main content and the evaluation criterion
of the undertaking of aging in China, using for the reference of the theory of
gerontology, sociology, economics, and the statistics, this book constructed
the indicator system of the undertaking of aging. Compared to the present
indicator system, the book are not only based on the stable theory, combining
the qualitative and quantitative method together to test the single indicator and
the system, embedded analysis of the method of comprehensive evaluation, but
using the present statistics data. The whole process wss entirely operable.

3.The book demonstated the development of the undertaking of aging in
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the 31 provinces for the first time.

The book excavated the present statistics data, and evaluated the
development of the undertaking of the 31 provinces synthetically, accomplishing
the research system of constructing, modeling, and demonstrating. The book
supplied a gap not only to the research in gerontology, but also to the indicator
system study.

This deficiencies of this book and the further research are as follows:

1.The research about the indicator system of the undertaking of aging
in China is complicated and comprehensive, involving many contents and
methods. It need to be adjusted in the actual management for the selection of the
indicator, construction of the indicator system, and the method in comprehensive
evaluation. At the same time, research and analysis on the exponent needs more
excavation.

2.0ne of the deficiency of the book lies in the lengthway contrast on the
evalation of the 31 provinces with limitation of the data. As we all know, the
undertaking of aging in Beijing and Shanghai has developed rapidly in recent
years. However, due to the lack of the data in 31 provinces, it is hard to actualize
the latest evaluation. To solve the problem, the statistics of the undertaking of
aging need to be added and regulated.

3.The book brought forward the suggestion on how to develop the
undertaking of aging in strongest area, stronger area, and ecumenic area.
However, the book did not put forward the suggestion for each province. To
promote the progress of the undertaking of aging, each province needs to find

the fittest policy according to the actual complextion.



