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Year 2005 ,the east part of the Beijing Palace Museum named Huangji Palace was due to be
changed the display which was going to be restored the original exhibition of the Qianlong period.
However,owing to the historic reasons , the floorslab and the throne in this palace didn't exist any
longer.so the museum staft made a decision to reproduce a set of floorslab and a throne. Although
the ultra—large project could refer to valuable information and objects, whether it would be
reduplited life—like both in appearance and spirits, richly, gravely,loyalty and also would be a full
demonstration of the aritistic height of chinese loyal wood carving?

In May of the year, Huang xiaoming,an art and crafts master of Dongyang woodcarving who won
the tender after it had been approved by bidding office under the State Council and then took the
important task of reproducing the throne of the Emperor Qianlong . Therefore,I fortunately had very
close contact with Dongyang woodcarving in my survey and research activities ,and could know
more about Mr Huang's artistic technique.

Reproducing the throne of the Emperor Qianlong is not a task which just simply copy the
original It is not easy to conform to the original apprearance , techinque , material and sprite. But
as a techinician of cultural relics preservation of the Palace Museum,I have seen Mr Huang's
entire course of reproducing he throne of Qianlong that including designing ,drawing picture, and
blanking ,carving and decorating and gilding. And the whole thing make me think a lot.

Firstly, elborate study.Huang xiaoming has known very well that if he want to finish this great
task he must completely read the original and comprehended the the best part especially the cultural
connotation of imperial court with heart and soul .He has been to Shenyang palace and Beijing
palace many times and he was assidous in study of their material ,structurem, carving and painting.
He finally grasped the essence after reading and studying it repeatedly. He admired the ancestor
enormously for their wisdom and intelligence.He often wondered at their sheer perfection and tryed
his best to master their pretty crafts and to be constantly careful.Because of being familiar with every
single detail of the Qianlong thr Ei;%é‘ ,he was in his element producing the throne.

Secondly,elegant carving. Donighg woodcarving is the first of the Four woodcarving of China,it
is named after the place and has ¥lshg history.As the artistic elite of Dongyang wood carving, while
in the process of producing the Qianlong throne, Huang xiaoming used almost ten carving technique
including deep carvig, chip carving, round carving,stencil carving and were combined with the style
of royal woodcarving .so his carving was plump,elegant,exquisite and masterly which can be ranked




as the uncanny craftsmanship. He regarded every component as an elaborate woodcarving and truly
achieved thoroughly, urfolded a miracle of Dongyang woodcarving techinical skill.

Thirdly,peerless crafts. The Qianlong throne can not be evaluated too much even using the words
"exqusite ","magnificent" ,'charming" "fantascitc". This is a wonderful artistic treasure of Dongyang
woodcarving ,but also a cultural gem of woodcarving as a chinese proverb goes "Blue from indigo
plant is deeper than its origin".Not only its structure ,carving techinique and gilding especially its
magnificent royal style ,all of which make a feeling of going into a beautiful and splendid royal artistic
world and it can be inspected and appreciated agian and agian.

The success of producing the Qianlong throne expresses Mr Huang's passionate love for the art of
Dongyang woodcarving and shows his matchless woodcarving techinical level and his remarkable art

the history of Dongyang wood carving,as well vas the pride and the glory of Dongyang woodcarving
art. —

Huang xiacming 1s an artistically accomplished and hardwor

g-arp&crafts master who is full of
passion for his career and pursuit the perfection of his work. A "di*

-ao% ,his book ,the throne of the
Emperor Qianlong is published.It is not only another gorgeous!fea&ark in his constant search for
the art of wood carving,but also devotion to industrial arts in our country.

our

=

Huang xiacming invited me to write the Preface to the throne of the Emperor Qianlong.It would
be ungracious not to accept his invitation.I konck oft a few lines as a mark of esteem.

ex—vice director of Department of Science and Technology of Beijing Palace Museum
Cao jinglou
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