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Introduction

China’ s international commercial arbitration, since the establishment of the
China International Economic and Trade Arbitration Commission (the CIETAC),
formerly known as the Foreign Trade Arbitration Commission, under the China
Council for the Promotion of International Trade in 1956, has undergone sixty—year
development. China, with the deepening of reform and opening up and the rapid
growth of foreign trade and investment, has improved international commercial
arbitration in China to a new level with the booming of arbitration. International
commercial arbitration in China is now being provided with the best opportunities
along with the transformation of China from a trader of quantity to a trader of
quality and the steady advancement of the “Belt and Road” Initiative. However,
China’ s international commercial arbitration is also facing great challenge with
improvement needed comparing with international practice due to the globalization
of the international commercial arbitration market and the fierce competition
among major international commercial arbitration institutions.

On 22 September 2015, China Academy of Arbitration Law released the 2014
Annual Report on International Commercial Arbitration in China. This is the first
annual report on the development of international commercial arbitration in China
which is normally called the foreign—related arbitration in China. The 2014 Annual
Report has attracted extensive attention in China’ s arbitration community, legal

profession and the media since its release and been formally published. The China
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Academy of Arbitration Law decided to carry out its preparation and publication
of the 2015 Annual Report as an effort to sum up the annual development of
international commercial arbitration in China and the improvement of arbitration
legal system, promote the perfection of China’ s international commercial
arbitration system, build information exchange platform for domestic and foreign
commercial arbitration practitioners and theorists, enhance China’ s influence in
international commercial arbitration arena, and provide suggestions and references
for future developments of China’ s international commercial arbitration cause.

The 2015 Annual Report on International Arbitration in China, through
empirical analysis and theoretical research, reflects the development status of
international commercial arbitration in China and highlights relevant practice.
Specifically, based on the analysis of the data of international commercial
arbitration cases in 2015 based on the analysis of the data of international
commercial arbitration cases in 2015, the 2015 Annual Report on International
Arbitration in China follows up the developments of the legal system on
international commercial arbitration in China, observes the efforts of Chinese
international commercial arbitration institutions to promote the development of
international commercial arbitration, discusses the judicial supervision in the field
of international commercial arbitration in China, and makes special observation on
the application of CISG in such field.

There are four chapters besides the Introduction and the Annual Summary
in the 2015 Annual Report on International Arbitration in China. Chapter one
refers to the overview of the development of international commercial arbitration,
the analysis of data regarding arbitration cases in China, judicial support and
supervision of international commercial arbitration cases by the Supreme People’ s
Court (SPC), and the development of theoretical research on international

commercial arbitration in China in 2015. Chapter two covers the observation on the
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practice of international commercial arbitration in China from the perspectives of
attorneys and arbitration clients and through comparative analysis of relevant data
from representative international arbitration institutions in China and major foreign
arbitration institutions. It also comments on the CIETAC Guidelines on Evidence
with a comparative analysis to the IBA Rules on the Taking of Evidence. Chapter
three deals with the special observation on international commercial arbitration
in China through analysis of 81 awards of CIETAC from 2008 to 2015 in which
the application of CISG is involved, summarizing experience and issues in such
application. Chapter four focuses on the judicial supervision of international
commercial arbitration in China, including confirmation of validity of arbitration
agreements, annulment and enforcement of arbitration awards, etc.

The 2015 Annual Report on International Commercial Arbitration in China
was undertaken by the research team of Renmin University of China, commissioned
by the China Academy of Arbitration Law. Professor Du Huanfang, Vice President
of the Law School of Renmin University of China, and Ms. Yue Jie, Director of the
Arbitration Research Institute of the CIETAC, lead the team. Main team members
are Professor Song Lianbin from the International Law School of China University
of Political Science and Law, Ms. Shen Hongyu, judge of the 4th Civil Division
of the SPC, Mr. Dong Xiao, Partner of Anjie Law Firm and Ms. Yang Fan, Deputy
Director of the Arbitration Research Institute of the CIETAC. The division of task
is as follows: Introduction and Annual Summary were composed by Professor Du
Huanfang. Chapter one was accomplished by Professor Song Lianbin’ s team with
Part III, Judicial Supervision of International Commercial Arbitration in China,
composed by Ms. Shen Hongyu. Chapter two was accomplished by Mr. Dong
Xiao’ s team. Chapter three was modified and finalized by Professor Du Huanfang
according to recent data based on the research result of Professor Han Shiyuan’ s

team from Tsinghua University School of Law. Chapter four was led by Ms. Shen
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Hongyu. Professor Du Huanfang, Director Yue Jie and Vice Director Yang Fan
compiled and edited this Report after the completion of the draft.

We hereby acknowledge the kind support and generous assistance from the
Legal System Coordination Department of the Office of Legislative Affairs of the
State Council, the Fourth Civil Division of the SPC, the CIETAC, Anjie Law Firm,
Renmin University of China, Tsinghua University, China University of Political
Science and Law, etc. for providing information, drafting and providing advise and
assessment for this Report, and extend our gratitude to Ms. Gu Huaning, a CIETAC

Arbitrator, who translated this Report into English.

The Research Team of 2015 Annual Report
on International Commercial Arbitration in China

8 September 2016
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